
1 

 

10th Sunday after Pentecost                                                              Exodus 1:8-2:10  

Aug 21, 2011 – Zion Stratford                                                     Romans 12:1-8 

Steve Hoffard                             Matthew 16:13-20 

 

Entrusted with the Keys 

 

Have you ever had an earworm?  I don’t mean an actual worm in your ear.  I mean a song that sticks 

with you.  You hear a song with a good beat, or a catchy tune and then you just can’t seem to get it 

out of your head.  It starts to drive you crazy when you catch yourself humming, whistling, or singing 

along with it, all day long and sometimes in to the night, keeping you awake. 

Trivia Question.   It’s the summer of 1971 and there is a new song on everyone’s lips.  I will give you a 

hint; it is from a television commercial.  Do you know the song?  How bout I start to sing the first line 

and we see how many of you can carry on.   Ready?  

 I'd like to build the world a home . . .  

And furnish it with love 

Grow apple trees and honey bees 

And snow-white turtle doves 

Maybe you will do better with the second verse, 

I'd like to teach the world to sing 

In perfect harmony 

I'd like to hold it in my arms 

And keep it company 

Well, it may only be an earworm, but at least I have guaranteed you will take something home with 

you from today’s sermon. One more but an easier trivia question, What was the product the song was 

advertising?  Of course it was Coke.  We have just proven the power of advertising and we have 

recognized one of the first, and one of the most powerful campaign battles in the famous and 

ongoing cola wars. 

The TV commercial and song was Coke’s answer to the “Pepsi generation campaign”.  Do you 

remember the Pepsi slogan “You’ve got a lot to live, and Pepsi’s got a lot to give.”  Pepsi gained 

market share by appealing to a younger demographic, in effect saying, “If your young and hip Pepsi is 

your Cola of choice.  

Coke’s TV ads produced with the hit song drew back their share of the market and Pepsi had to 

counter with “The Pepsi Challenge”.  Do you remember that?  Did any of you take the Pepsi 

challenge?  It was after this that Coke began to lose the war.  They came back with a clinical survey, 

“In a blind taste test 50 percent of the people who said they preferred Pepsi actually chose Coke” 

Nice one Coke!  “Did you really mean to market that “the average person can’t tell the difference”?  

But their biggest marketing goof up was the introduction of “The New Coke”  On April 23, 1985 Coke 

decided to reformulate the soft drink in the hopes of recapturing their falling market share.  Their plan 
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backfired, even though strangely enough, many people did not switch to Pepsi, and some even 

secretly admitted they liked the new taste of Coke.  Regardless, there was a public uproar and people 

refused to buy the new product, claiming it was not Coke.  The Coca-Cola Company found themselves 

in the midst of an identity crisis.   

It almost seems as if Jesus is having a bit of an identity crisis in the region of Caesarea Philippi.  He 

asks the disciples, “Who are the people saying that I am” and then directly to the disciples, “And who 

do you say that I am?” 

Jesus and the disciples find themselves just outside the city of Caesarea Philippi.  This city was built by 

Herod Phillip, as a Roman administrative centre.  It was subsequently named Caesarea in honour of 

the Roman emperor Caesar Augustus.  This city is located at the southwestern base of Mount 

Hermon.  Mount Hermon, is made up of very porous rock and because of its height it absorbs the 

seasonal winter and spring rain.  This mountain then releases the water year round from the many 

springs at its base and is the source of the Jordan River.  

This place in the first century because of its awe-inspiring height and its life giving water was thought 

to be the place where the god’s dwelt.  Still today, you can even see a temple to the Greek God Pan 

carved into the side of the mountain.  When I was in the Holy Land, I explored the ruins of Caesarea, 

climbed around the magnificent rock carvings of Pan’s temple, and drank from the crystal clear and 

cool refreshing springs of Mount Hermon.  Even thousands of years later, this place has not lost its 

magic.  To stand on what is left of once mighty stone walls . . .   you can sense the political power.  To 

feel the cool shadow of the mountain looking up at Pan’s temple . . . you are left questioning the 

indescribable mystic mystery in the air.  To hear the thundering roar of rushing waters in a country 

better known for harsh dry wilderness deserts . . . you are left awe inspired at the created beauty.  As I 

stood among the ruins pondering the Caesars and idols that we answer to and worship in this world, 

and as I pondered the mystery of the Divine revealed through creation, I heard Jesus say, “And who 

do you say that I am?” 

It is Peter who answers for me . . . for us . . .  for the church, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 

God”.  You are the Messiah, identifies Jesus as the anticipated one of Israel, anointed by God as the 

one who redeems us.  You are the Son of the Father, identifies Jesus as a reflection of God.  Just as I 

am a reflection of my father, and my son is a reflection of me.  The role of the son in the trinity is to 

show us what God is like.  Or to use the language of John, chapter 1 - Jesus is the Word; the Eternal 

Word made flesh. In the same way that words reveal thoughts, Jesus is the revealer of the thoughts of 

God. 

To know what God is like we look at the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  We know that God 

identifies with the poor and excluded, because in the ministry of Jesus we see a life that connected 

with the poor and excluded.  We know that God wants to turn moments of despair into moments of 

hope because in Jesus, we see a Good Friday followed by Resurrection Sunday. We know that God 

calls us to live whole, transformed lives, because  we see Jesus touching and healing countless lives 

and making them whole and transformed. The life, death, and resurrection of Jesus is the Word that 

shows us God.  It is the Son making known the Father.  It is the revealing of God to the world. 

It is on this confession that Jesus is the Messiah, the son of the living God that Christ builds his 

church.  God created this world, everyone and everything in it belongs to God.  Often it is a broken 
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world, because we have messed it up.  But God is on a mission to make it whole again.  This is what 

Jesus came to tell us.  This is what Jesus came to do.  To make things right.  To show us God’s intent 

for the world.  That God wants enemies to be friends, the hungry to be fed, the walls that we have 

built up between people of different languages, cultures, generations, and life styles torn down.  God 

wants us to be free of whatever binds and holds us from being everything God created us to be. 

And God wants us to participate in this mission.  This is why God hands over the keys to the kingdom 

of heaven.  When Jesus asks, “and who do you say that I am”.  Jesus is not asking the question 

because he doesn’t know the answer.  Jesus asks the question to point out or highlight what has been 

revealed to the disciples.  The gospel writer is telling us who Jesus is in the midst of ruling empires 

and false gods.  This is the message that we as the church are asked to proclaim when we are 

entrusted with the keys.  To tell the good news as it is revealed to us, revealed to us not by flesh and 

blood but by God.  Even when we like Peter don’t fully understand or accept it yet. 

We like Peter can give the right answer, but also like Peter we sure don’t seem to always get it.  Peter 

didn’t really understand what was revealed to him.  In the very next two verses of Matthew’s gospel, 

Peter fails to accept the truth of who this Messiah is.  Jesus the Messiah was not a conquering hero, 

but a poor servant who would suffer and die.  When Jesus told Peter that he must suffer and die, 

Peter responded by saying, "God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you."  So even though 

Peter gave the correct answer, did he really understand what it meant?  Do we understand what it 

means that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, our Saviour?  What is the message that we proclaim when 

we try to say who Jesus is?  Entrusted with the keys to the kingdom, who do we as a community of 

believers say to the rest of the world that Jesus is?  We confess that Jesus is the Messiah, but because 

we often fail to accept this as the truth, we end up like Coke in the midst of an identity crisis. 

Kevin Powell, a Lutheran pastor and favourite blogger of mine speaking on the decline of the church 

says,  

Our chief aim seems to be protecting the viability of the institution.  It sounds like we are trying 

to stop decline instead of making disciples of Jesus.  Recouping losses rather than being good 

news people.  It’s all very churchy rather than Jesusy.  Maybe God doesn’t want us to grow, at 

least not yet.  Perhaps God wants us overfed, culturally coddled, western Christians to sit on 

the sidelines awhile and remember what it is like to be a minority.  It could be that God wants 

to change us from the inside out, before adding crowds of people to our numbers.  God might 

be worried that we haven’t yet learned the lessons of history, and with revived numbers we 

might be tempted to re-visit the sins of cultural captivity, where we prostituted ourselves for 

political power, and lost our distinctive prophetic voice.  But in the meantime I think our job as 

Christians is to make disciples of Jesus, doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with 

our God. And we will see where that road takes us. 

 

Jesus said, I will build my church.  Jesus didn’t say I will build your church.  The church belongs to 

Christ. The church does not belong to the members of Zion, it does not belong to Pastor Doug, or to 

me . . .  The church always belongs to Christ. We also remember that Jesus said he would build his 

church.  That building process has been going on for centuries, and will continue to go on.  Jesus is 

forever building the community of believers that belongs to him. This includes this local congregation 
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of Zion Stratford as well.  If we remember that, we might forget about membership numbers and 

average Sunday morning attendance.  Instead we can focus on becoming disciples, participating in 

God’s mission by feeding the hungry, clothing the poor, loving our enemies, and tearing down the 

walls that separate us from God and from one another.   

We have been given and entrusted with the keys to the kingdom of heaven.  Called as the church to 

proclaim what God has revealed to us; that Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of the living God redeems us 

and reveals God’s love for each and every one of us.  God loves us beyond our imagining, and when 

we see ourselves in the light of God, when we see ourselves in truth, the way God sees us, it is 

through the eyes of love. That love is the engine of our transformation, the source of our renewal.  It 

is on this, and this alone, that the church will be built.  We are God’s beloved. And that, brothers and 

sisters, is not only enough. 

That is everything. 

Amen. 


