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PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL
“EVERYTHING IS DIFFERENT”

Now that my Easter Sunday sermon is written and I have
faced the annual homiletical challenge of telling a familiar
story in a way that conveys its startling power, I have been
thinking about what it means to live in a world where a
resurrection has happened.

Today we have Easter and Christmas but there was a time when we referred to
Eastertide and Christmastide. I liked that. The intent was to designate an
extended season rather than a single day and I need the reminder that while
each of the two events – the birth of the baby and the appearance of the risen
Christ – is loaded with power and potential for glorious celebration, both are far
more.

Eastertide and Christmastide are for the exploration and consideration of world
changing realities. Preachers know that while Easter Sunday is great fun, with
gorgeous flowers, glorious music and full sanctuaries, the most important
Sundays in the church year are the Sundays afterward, when we are left, as
were Jesus’ disciples, with the meanings and implications of what happened and
the sense that nothing can ever be the same.

What does it mean to live in a world in which a resurrection happened? For one
thing, we live with the proclamation that goodness and truth are not ultimately
overwhelmed by evil and untruth, regardless of what is transpiring at any
particular historical moment. There are days when that sounds farfetched,
unrealistic, and naive. Read any newscast online or the old fashioned way, in
print or on television. War, the threat of nuclear war, school shootings in the
United States, random shootings in Toronto, domestic violence, racism continue
to plague our world. It takes a strong faith, or foolish naivete, to keep working for
peace, justice, and reconciliation. 

When Jesus died on Good Friday, his followers lost that faith. Until Jesus’ death,
they had begun to think that what he was saying and doing was good and true,
that contrary to conventional wisdom, peace makers, the meek and the seekers
after goodness were the blessed and truly happy ones. They had begun to
believe that it is better to give than to receive, that forgiveness is always better
than retaliation, that in order to live fully one has to find ways to give of one’s life,
and that including the outcast and marginalized is better than excluding them –
all of that was shattered when the powers of the world decided that Jesus should
be crucified.

Political and religious authority demonstrated the world’s reality – that Jesus was
unrealistic, dangerous and should be eliminated for the good of all. But then
came a resurrection! For the disciples, this meant that his ideas were true, that
working for their realization would always be holy work, work worth living and
dying for.

Everything is different because we now live in a world where death did not have
the final word, where truth and goodness and love are the final realities, and
where a resurrection happened.

And so we say, Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Peace and Joy,

Rev. Douglas Reble
Pastor, Zion Lutheran Church

GERMAN FUNDRAISING LUNCHEON
On Sunday, April 14, following our morning worship service, our Zion Women
of Faith group is putting on a German luncheon (sausage on a bun, baked
beans, pie). This is their contribution to the Sanctuary Restoration project
which takes place over the summer. Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for children
age 6-12, free for children 5 and under. They can be purchased on Sunday
mornings or weekday mornings from the church office. All are welcome! It
should be a great event! And thank you, Women of Faith, for your labour of
love.
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 CONCERT AT ZION
Plan to attend the musical extravaganza that our Zion Choir, under the
direction of Lynne Hopcraft, is hosting on Sunday, April 21 at 2 PM.
Special guests are the Teutonia Choir and a number of musical acts from
the church and community. This concert is a fundraising event in support
of our Sanctuary Restoration project. Entrance is by donation. Tell a
friend! Bring a friend!

ZION SPRING HIKE
The Congregational Life Committee has planned a spring hike to take
place on Saturday, April 20. The purpose of the hike is two fold. One, to
promote fun and friendship among our congregation. Two, to celebrate
God’s creation in a most beautiful time of year, spring. Last year we had
our first Zion hike on the Bruce Trail. Over 25 people attended and it was
well-received and enjoyed.

This hike will be a little closer to home. One of the gems of our area is the Hullett
Provincial Wildlife Area located between Seaforth and Clinton and just north of Highway
#8. The trails meander through interior forests, native grasslands, meadows, and flood
plains, while the dykes and viewing stands allow for an elevated view of the ponds and
wetlands, located on the paths of two major waterfowl flyways.

This is what you need to know. We leave from the church parking lot at 9 AM. A 45
minute car drive. Yes, we will car pool. After a pleasant hike of 2-3 hours we’ll stop in at
one of the pubs in Seaforth for lunch. The only cost involved is your lunch cost. We’ll be
home by mid-afternoon.  You need good walking shoes for an easy to moderate trail,
drinking water or snack if you need them.

A sign-up sheet will be at the back of the church from Sunday, March 24 - April 14.
Please indicate if you can drive and how many seatbelts you have. Questions? Speak
with Pastor Doug. He is our hike leader. He promises not to get you lost!                  

RELAY FOR LIFE
Relay for Life time again, and the Zion Hard Hats are already
registered online! If you would like to join us, you can join online, or
coming soon, registration forms during coffee hour. Cost is $10 to
register. The event is June 7  at Central Secondary School.th

Looking forward to another year of coming together for a common
goal...conquer cancer. Feel free to contact me with any questions and I will do my best

to help. Carrie Wilson 519-275-2775.

P.S. To register online go to www.relayforlife.ca/stratford

CHURCH COUNCIL OFFICERS 2013
For this year, the following responsibilities have been assigned to
Church Council members by election and appointment. They are:
Chairperson: Rob Leifso; Vice-Chairperson: Joanne Wallace;
Secretary: Liz Bomasuit; Treasurer: Marg Lamont; Finance: Bill
Hoffard, Audrey Miller; Property: Paul Hansen, Wendy Holman;

Worship & Music: Jean Edmonds, Brian Stever; Congregational Life: Liz Bomasuit,
Joanne Wallace, Kurt Gough, Rob Illman; Sanctuary Restoration Task Force: Cathy
McCord..

Feel free to contact them with concerns or questions, if they arise. In the meantime,
please pray for these brothers and sisters in Christ. May the Holy Spirit guide them as
they undertake their ministry of leadership, insight, and oversight.

SPRING CLEAN-UP DAY
Saturday, April 27 has been chosen as our spring clean-up day for the
outside of our Zion Church property. From 8:30 AM to 12 noon our
Property Committee is asking Zion members to lend a hand doing
outside yard work. Many hands make light work so plan to come out. We
need YOU!

P.S. Please bring rakes, shovels, trimmers, etc., if you have them.

P.P.S. If it rains, our rain date is one week later, on Saturday, May 4.

ZION TABLE FOR SENIORS
Our next gathering of Zion Table For Seniors, our ministry which
promotes fun, food, and fellowship, takes place on Tuesday, April 23 at
12 noon. Please let Doris Bartlett (519-271-9622) or Phyllis Jeffery (519-
271-3668) know by Tuesday, April 16 if you can attend. Lunch cost is
only $10.

Our after dinner entertainer, back by popular demand, is the vocalist Randy Satchell.
Randy has a very warm personable style and is always appreciated. All are welcome!
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Cassidy Jean Koch, daughter of 
Matthew & Stephanie on February 24 Doug Wagner, March 16

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their
part in making our bake sale very successful, from our students
who did an awesome job by making the signs and assisting with
the sale itself, to those who showed off their baking talents in
providing us with many yummy treats, then to the members of the

congregation and guests who were very generous in their purchases. With everyone’s
efforts we raised $249.05 for the Sunshine Foundation. 

Being that, we are now into spring and with time passing so quickly, we would like to
take this opportunity to advise that the final Sunday School class will be May 12  thisth

year.

FRIENDSHIP MEAL
Our Fellowship Meal ministry continues to serve people in our
community. Our April gathering is Friday, April 26 at 5 PM. The people
who come to our meal are a blessing and so are the people who
volunteer. We need our volunteers to share their blessing of time and
service. Questions? Contact Pastor Robert Hutchison (519-271-5808)

or Sister Jean Widmeyer (519-273-6810).

ZION WOMEN OF FAITH NEWS
April 8 – Board meeting at 7 PM
April 24 – Monthly meeting at 7:30 PM. All ladies are welcome to this joint meeting

Roll Call for Learning and Living Kit:     
Item this month: 1 tube of toothpaste (expiration date no earlier than one year). Please
note: this is the last item required for the kit. Thanks to all of you who have donated
these items. There is a box at the back of the church you can drop off your items for
those who would like to help in our ongoing project.

Mark your calendar for April 14, as WOF ladies are putting on a German luncheon as
part of our fundraising for the Sanctuary Restoration Project. Tickets will be available
until Sunday, April 7.

We will also be doing a quilt raffle with other prizes as well. Tickets will
hopefully be available by the time you receive this newsletter. This is also
part of our Sanctuary Restoration Fundraiser. Please support our cause.
Draw for the raffle will happen on June 16, right after the service.

P.S. Questions? Contact Linda Springer at 519-273-2093

WE NEED YOU!!!
We have two volunteer needs that require filling at Zion Church. Your
gift of time would be an extension of your love for God, God’s people
and God’s church. Can you help? Please note:

1. Communion Table Preparers: We need people to help prepare the altar for
Holy Communion Sundays. The more teams we have the less often people have
to do it. What’s involved? Taking out the communion vessels, pre-filling the
individual glasses, setting the table, cleaning up afterward. You, of course, would
be trained for this needed but quiet, behind the scenes work. With one service,
it involves much less time than it used to. What this volunteer position does is
ensure that people continue to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion which
is so important to Lutheran Christians. Please speak with Pastor Doug. He’d love
to hear from you.

2. Driving Food To House of Blessing: We need more people to take a turn
driving our House of Blessing donations from our church to the House of
Blessing, which is located just south of Zion on Erie St. This usually happens on
a weekday morning. The more volunteers we have on the schedule means no
one is burned out. It takes little time. All you need is your car and a willingness
to serve people in need. Please speak with Terry in the church office, who
maintains the schedule. She’d love to hear from you.

A LEGACY OF FAITH
In the last few months, Zion Lutheran Church and the Zion Lutheran
Endowment Fund has received bequests from the estates of Leila
Davis and Almeda Smythe. These gracious gifts help to ensure that



the ministry of our congregation continues. A legacy of faith. A legacy of love.

To learn how you might too leave a legacy to your church, please speak with your family,
legal counsel, or contact the Lutheran Planned Giving office at 1-888-308-9461 or
jpym@elfec.ca 

ZION CHURCH FINANCIAL REPORT
Current Benevolence

Monthly Requirements $27,543.00 $4,525.00
February Income    $17,820.02 $2,988.00
February Expenses      $27,179.97 $2,988.00

CURRENT FUND DEFICIT (as of February 28, 2013): $2,434.41

AN EASTER STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT 
The good news of Jesus Christ begins with the gift of God to a people who were in great darkness.
Unto us a child was born, the prince of peace! In return the nations, in the persons of the Magi,
the wise ones who came from the east, came bringing gifts to this child.

Now God gives us a greater gift. That same Jesus, faithful despite temptation, despite  his earnest
prayers in Gethsemane that the cup of suffering might be avoided, remained faithful despite the
cross. Jesus died and was buried. The stone has been rolled away. The tomb is empty. Jesus is
risen! And once again those who are wise come forward with gifts. When we give our gifts to the
family of God, we are giving them to the risen Christ. When we share with those whom God
favours throughout scripture, the poor, the outcasts, the abandoned, the forgotten, we are sharing
with the one who saves! We give, not because our gifts can in any way measure up to the gift of
grace and new life, but because, made in the image of God, we naturally share.

If there is anything selfish at all about our giving, in imitation of the Giver of all Good
things, it is because giving in the name of Christ feels wonderful. As in full of
wonder, fully of joy.

Something to think about!

P.S. To celebrate the risen Lord, we show our gratefulness with our extra mile Easter offerings.
This year’s special Easter envelope will be divided in three equal parts between our
Current Fund for the work we do in our church community, Canadian Lutheran World
Relief for the work it does for people around the world, and the Salvation Army for the
work it does for people in need in our community of Stratford. We will receive these Easter
offerings on Easter Sunday and throughout the month of April. Thank you for your gifts.
One way of saying thank you to God for the risen Christ!

APRIL 2013 VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers assist with our Sunday  morning worship services. Listed below are those
who serve in April as a reminder and as a thank you for serving. 

Date Communion
Assistants

Greeters Readers Usher
Captains

Counting
Captains

Apr 7 N/A Nathan Festoso Susan
Steven

Brian Wilker Cathy
McCord

Apr 14 Mike Bondi
& Anne
Cooper

Verne Hammer Melissa Tuer Mike
Bomasuit

Cathy
McCord 

Apr 21 N/A Sarah Hartfiel Bill Sylvester Mike
Bomasuit

Joanne
Wallace

Apr 28 N/A Willi &
AnneMarie
Hausleitner

Joanne
Wallace

Fritz
Steigmeier

Joanne
Wallace  

SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATIONS
Camp Edgewood, our Lutheran Summer camp located in Eden Mills, just east of
Guelph has just released their new brochure outlining the various camps and programs
they will offer this coming summer. You can pick up a copy from the church. You may
also check out the Camp Edgewood website at www.edgewood-camp.ca

Camp Edgewood’s  Mission Statement: “A Christian organization, Edgewood
welcomes all to experience growth and development in the midst of God’s creation at our year
round camping and retreat facilities.” In keeping with their mission, Edgewood’s summer camp
programs focus on providing positive experience and development in Christian faith, community
living and environmental awareness.

P.S. Camperships will be offered, once again, thanks to the Zion Lutheran Church Endowment
Fund. The amount is $200 per child to defray the costs. The only stipulation is that the
child has to be a member of our congregation. If your child is attending, please let Terry
know in our church office, once you register.

ZION CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD
For your interest and, where appropriate, your response, we are happy to
share the following items which have recently come into our church office.
Please note:

1. Seminary Golf Tournament: Everyone is invited to the “Friends of the Seminary” Golf
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Tournament which will be held Thursday, May 30 at the Ariss Valley Golf and Country
Club. The entry fee of $135 includes: golf cart, 18 holes of golf, box lunch, buffet steak
dinner, charitable donation receipt. For more information or to register, please call Dorinda
Kruger Allen at 519-884-0710, ext. 3241 or dkrugerallen@wlu.ca

2. “Greece And Steps Of St. Paul”: Pastor Judi Harris and Sister Anne Keffer are hosting
a tour entitled “Greece and Steps of St. Paul” from October 10-26, 2013. In addition to the
land portion there is a 7 night cruise on the Aegean Sea with several stops in Turkey. An
information meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 10 at Zion Lutheran Church in
Stratford, at 1 PM. To reserve a spot, or to get more detail, please contact Anne by phone
at 519-390-0074 or by email sisteranne2010@hotmail.com

3. Post-Secondary Scholarship Funds: Application forms are now available for our young
people enrolling in a post-secondary institution for 2013-2014. You may pick application
f o r m s  u p  f r o m  o u r  c h u r c h  o f f i c e  o r  b y  g o i n g  t o
www.easternsynod.org/resourcescategory.php Deadline to apply is May 14, 2013. Criteria
includes financial need, academic achievement, dedicated participation in church and
community, personality, vocational promise.

4. Nurturing Generousity Workshop: Our Eastern Synod of our Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Canada is holding a “Nurturing Generousity Workshop” on Saturday, May 25
from 10 AM to 3 PM at Trinity Lutheran Church in London. Bill Hoffard, Chairperson of
Zion’s Finance Committee and Pastor Doug are attending and invite any of their friends,
at Zion, to join them. There is no cost but your time. The generous spirit you already have!

5. SPA: Sacred Place Away: Women of all ages are invited to attend “Spiritual Place Away”
which is an Intergenerational Women’s Gathering being held at Seneca Residence and
Conference Centre, 1760 Finch Ave. East, in Toronto from Friday evening, May 25 to
Sunday afternoon, May 26. Please note that the registration deadline has been extended
until April 20 but spots are filling up quickly so don’t delay. Get your registration in today.
Go to www.easternsynod.org for registration and more details.

WHAT IN THE WORLD ARE LUTHERANS DOING?
During times when finances are tight, there is a natural tendency to
look inwards and take steps to ensure that our own home and family
are safe and secure. At the same time, we are challenged by our

calling as Christians to be neighbours to those in need. Like the Samaritan on the road to Jericho,
Lutherans in Canada have answered that call through their support for Canadian Lutheran World
Relief (CLWR). Throughout 2013 we will be sharing, from time to time, good news stories from
CLWR highlighting its work around the world. Read. Enjoy. Give.

Education is at the core of CLWR programing in Peru, where it partners with a community
development agency, Urphichallay, to train the indigenous Quechua people in water quality
monitoring as well as to facilitate recuperation and application of traditional knowledge.
A key component of this project is production and delivery of radio broadcasts that

disseminate knowledge about environmental issues and best practices. Here is the story
of how these efforts have shaped the life of a young Peruvian.

Every morning, Wendy Graza Urbano checks her cellular text messages, conducts
interviews or meets with community representatives for their input on preparations for
“Andean Fiesta,” the two-hour show that she hosts from Monday to Friday on Radio
Urphichallay 100.3 FM. 

Before heading to her classes, she determines which themes the show will explore,
decides upon local news on which to comment and selects songs – mostly in Quechua,
the local language – that the audience will enjoy between educational messages.

She remembers very well how, in 2010, she became involved in what she calls “the passion
of her life.” While studying in Jose Maria Arguedas High School, she was invited to
participate in a youth communication group. Supported by Urpichallay, students were
trained in communications and developed educational and communicative campaigns
within their school and community.

The group was also engaged in the production of radio programs, an activity which defined
Wendy’s career aspirations. For her it felt natural to conduct research assignments as a
youth reporter and to step into the recording studio and guide her peers in producing a
show that would air on two local radio stations.

She discovered the high degree of responsibility a communicator has when neighbours
and relatives began to express their opinions and to take action to address issues
highlighted by the radio program. This motivated her to continue her participation in
communication training sessions organized by her school and  Urphichallay. In 2011, she,
along with four other students, continued production of a radio show called “Onda
Excolar” (School Waves).

Wendy was so involved in the radio program that when she finished high school, the only
career direction she considered was to pursue a degree in communications. With the
support from her family, she is ready to start her academic life as a first-year student at the
University in Huaraz, while continuing to serve as the coordinator of the youth community
development group in her town.

She feels that every time she is in front of the microphone, she has the responsibility to
educate others on the importance of protecting ancient wisdom and traditions, while at the
same time promoting care for the environment and women’s participation in modern
society.

At only 17 years old, she is recognized as a young leader, not only in her own community,
but in four municipalities in the Ancash district. What she shares with her audience has
been significant in raising the awareness of young women and adolescents that education
is a right, and an opportunity to become a better citizen and to impact their own destinies.
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