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FROM THE PASTOR’S PEN
Dear Friends

It’s mid-November. Halloween decorations have been stored away for another year,
and now we see signs of Christmas everywhere. Some signs were there even before
Halloween. But isn’t it far too early to be celebrating Christmas? Of course, it’s all

about marketing and making money, but I’m just not ready for
Christmas yet! You know, that’s the trouble with our society. We
always want Christmas to get here fast. Of course, we have to
remember that Christmas isn’t just a religious celebration any
more. It’s a secular holiday as well, and in the secular world
getting ready for Christmas means buying Christmas presents.
That’s the way the world is these days. But that’s no excuse! We
Christians know better. We really ought to spend some time

preparing ourselves for that unimaginable moment in history when God stepped down
from heaven and became the person we know as Jesus. Sure, that’s the real
Christmas, but popular culture distracts us with “shopping mall Christmas,” and
coloured lights and a “proactive” renderings of Silent Night. It’s hard not to jump the
gun and celebrate a “November Christmas” along with secular society. It’s not easy
being “in this world but not of it.”

Martin Luther thought that Christmas was the most important celebration in the
church year, because that’s when we celebrate the incarnation. “Incarnation” means
“becoming flesh” and it’s the name for the mystical event in our salvation story when
God stepped down from his heavenly throne and accepted all the weaknesses of a
human being, even our mortality. What a wonderful sign of God’s love! Such an
affirmation of our personhood! Never more do we need to feel unloved or unworthy,
because God became a person like you and me. That’s why Martin Luther thought
Christmas was the most important festival in the church year. Come to think of it,
without Christmas there would be no Easter!

We manage to get ready for the important celebrations in our lives. We get ready for

baptisms and birthdays and confirmations and weddings. Don’t you think we need to
get ready for Christmas too? You know that Lent is a period of six weeks when we
prepare our hearts and minds for the Resurrection. We worship and pray more than
usual. We confess and do charitable things more than usual. Then, on Easter morn,
we’re ready for the Resurrection. Well, our church calendar gives us four weeks to
prepare for Christmas. Those four weeks are called Advent, a word which means “the
coming” or “the arrival.”

In the very early years of the Church, Advent was called “winter Lent” because the
liturgy, as in Lent, becomes more somber and solemn. Of course, Advent was (and
is still supposed to be) a time for getting our hearts and minds ready for Jesus’ birth.
That’s the “already” of our faith - Jesus has “already” been born. But Advent
preparation went beyond getting ready for Jesus’ birth. It was also a time to prepare
ourselves for the “not yet” of our faith - Jesus’ return. Jesus has “not yet” returned,
but we know he will, and so Advent was also a time to get ready for the 2  comingnd

of Jesus. Advent, dear friends, is a time to reflect on the “already” and the “not yet”
of our salvation story. We have to get through Advent before we’re properly ready for
Christmas. Let’s be introspective and reflective in Advent. Let’s hear the Gospel
lessons about “staying awake” and “being on watch” for the Messiah. Let’s be
reminded that we don’t know the hour when Jesus will return, just that he will return
some time. Let’s sing “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” Then we’ll be ready to
welcome the Christ child. Then we’ll be ready to rejoice in the wonderful new creation
we will have in Jesus Christ.

Merry Christmas and a Happy & Prosperous 2014

Pastor Dale & Donna

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE
To make your Christmas truly meaningful, plan to worship
with your church family. To help you in your planning, here
are our Christmas worship opportunities at Zion.

German Christmas Eve: Tonight, at 6 PM, the German speaking members of our
community of faith and their families and friends gather for worship. Of course, this
service will be in the German language except for the sermon which will be preached
in English by Pastor Dale. Something for everyone. Come and worship!

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services: We have two more opportunities to gather in our
church on this holy night we know as Christmas Eve. For those who like to worship



in a full church filled with glorious sound, we gather at 8 PM. A more intimate
gathering is at 10 PM, when Holy Communion is offered. These are always beautiful
services as we gather around candlelight to celebrate the One who is the light of the
world. Come and worship the Christ Child at these much beloved events in the life of
Zion Church.
Christmas Day Service: “Unto us is born this day, a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.”
Christmas Day! God with us! We will continue the celebration of Jesus’ birth with A
Lessons and Carols Service. Our Christmas  Day service will be held at 10 AM.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
We have been back in the Sunday School classroom for awhile now and even with
the uncertain start it seems that we have all settled in nicely. 

The time of year has come to prepare for the annual Christmas Pageant
which the children have started. The Christmas Pageant will be held at
6:30 PM on Sunday, December 15 ! We are looking forward toth

performing for the families of our children, so please join us in this
celebration. 

The Sunday morning of the pageant is the last scheduled class before Christmas and
the returning date is set for January 12  when we will resume Sunday Schoolth

classes.

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank wholeheartedly, all the volunteers
that have helped make this year a success. Their dedication and devotion to the
Sunday School program is greatly appreciated.

Tina Small & Mitzi Podann, Sunday School Co-ordinators

CALL COMMITTEE COLUMN
The Call Committee met in late November to review
applications. Interviews will likely be scheduled for early in
the new year.

ZION WOMEN OF FAITH
Thank you again, to all who donated sweaters for Syria. It was greatly appreciated.
We were able to ship 10 big boxes to Lutheran World Relief.

Please note the WOF happenings during the month of December:

Please note: There will be NO board meeting in December. Our next board meeting
will be Monday, January 6.

Saturday, December 7: The WOF will be putting together the
Christmas baskets on Saturday, December 7, in our church kitchen.
Anyone wishing to donate two dozen or more cookies are welcome to
bring them to the church by 8:30 AM Saturday morning at the latest.

Sunday, December 8: The annual WOF Christmas dinner for members and friends
of Zion takes place on Sunday, December 8. We begin with a brief program and
social time at 4 PM  with dinner to follow at 5 PM. The dinner cost is $15 for this
catered dinner. Please contact Linda Springer (519-273-2093) or any board member
if you wish to purchase tickets.

Wishing you all a blessed Christmas Holiday Season.
Linda Springer, WOF President                 

ZION TABLE FOR SENIORS
Our Christmas gathering of Zion Table For Seniors, our ministry which
promotes fun, food, and friendship, takes place on Tuesday, December
17 at 12 noon. Lunch cost for this Christmas dinner is $12. Please let
Doris Bartlett (519-271-9622) or Phyllis Jeffery (519-271-3668) know by
Monday, December 2 if you can attend. After dinner, we will digest a
great meal and enjoy a Christmas program and sing carols.

P.S. The January gathering of Zion Table For Seniors, will be on Tuesday, January
28 at 12 Noon. Lunch Cost is $12, please sign up by January 20. African
Need of the Month: Pencil Crayons 



CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
Donations are now  being accepted so the Women of Faith group can
purchase flowers to decorate the church for our Christmas
celebrations. Please put Christmas Flowers and your name on a
separate envelope and place it on the offering plate or bring it to the
church office. Donations will be accepted from now until mid-
December. Thank you for your gift!

FRIENDSHIP MEAL
Because of the additional opportunities provided for community
meals in Stratford in December we do not offer one. January 25 is
our next meal. Your participation is welcome in this part of Zion’s
ministry. For information, please speak to Sister Jean Widmeyer
519-273-6810. May God’s blessing rest on all who eat and all who

serve.

THE JOINT DECLARATION ON JUSTIFICATION
On October 31, 1999 The Lutheran World Federation and the Roman Catholic
Church signed the Joint Declaration in Augsburg, Germany where the Augsburg
Confession which proclaimed the theology of the Lutheran Church was published in
1530. At the centre of Lutheran theology is the Doctrine of Justification which teaches
that you and I are saved only through the body and blood of Jesus and not through
any “good works” that we do. On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther had challenged the
Roman Church with his Ninety-five Theses (debates) by proclaiming that we are
justified before God only by faith in the grace we receive from God in Jesus Christ,
and not by anything we do on our own. The Roman Catholic Church, on the other
hand, stated that we must participate in our own salvation by our “good works.”
Without “good works,” the Roman Church insisted, we cannot be saved. This was
one of the major stumbling blocks between the Roman Catholic Church and the
Lutheran Church. The two churches had been at each other’s throat ever since 1530,
even fighting the bloody Thirty years War (1618-1648) with one another. But on
October 31, 1999, both Lutherans and Roman Catholics agreed that we are indeed
justified before God by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. However, both
sides agreed, “good works” are an integral part of the Christian life. This agreement
on justification dismantles one of the barriers to dialogue between Lutherans and
Roman Catholics and opens the door to dialogue which will bring us closer to a time
when we will be able to celebrate the Eucharist together.

Paul Illmann, October 31

At the joint worship service at Our Lady in Guelph, Roman Catholics and Lutherans
confessed to one another the historic wrongs they had done to each other, and asked
for each other’‘s forgiveness.

Pastor Dale

DECEMBER 2013 VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers assist with our Sunday morning worship services. Listed below are those
who serve in December as a reminder and as a thank you for serving.

Date Communion
Assistants

Greeters Readers Usher
Captains

Counting
Captains

Dec 1 Stephen
Fischer & Ed
Illman

Michael &
Julie Drake

Enid Lantz Darrell
Renecker

Wendy
Holman

Dec 8 N/A Brandyn &
Caseyn
Eckhardt

Luke Fischer Brian
Wilker    

Wendy
Holman

Dec 15 Judith
Hammond &
Wayne Hinz

Andrew &
Lyndsey
Ehgoetz

Loralee
McNaughton

Brian
Wilker    

Kurt
Gough

Dec 22 N/A Wayne &
Linda
Faulhafer

Caroline
Mueller

Mike
Bomasuit

N/A

Dec 29 Darlene Illman
& Janet Ahrens

Nathan
Festoso

Sarah Frier Mike
Bomasuit

Kurt
Gough



ZION CHURCH FINANCIAL REPORT
As the calendar year draws to a close it is also time to close the deficit
which is over $38,457. This deficit can only be eliminated with your
help and through your faithful giving until the end of the year. We
realize, of course, that many charities and worthy causes approach you
for special Christmas and year end gifts. Our own church needs, quite
frankly, fit that category as well. Thank you for all you’ve done so far.

Thank you for your continued generousity. Your gifts of love to further the work of
Christ’s church are certainly needed.

P.S. A Current Fund Deficit envelope is included with this mailing so we can bring
our Current Fund deficit down to “0" by the end of the year. Please respond
as you have been blessed as you are able, as God’s Spirit leads you. Thank
you and God bless!...People who receive their newsletter by email can pick
up an envelope at the back of the church or from the church office.

Further related to your financial giving and Christian stewards, please note the
following:

1. In order for your financial gifts to be credited to your 2013 income tax return,
it is important  to receive your gifts by December 31, 2013. Feel free to mail
your offerings if you can’t be here over the Christmas celebrations or drop
them in at the church office. If you have any questions, please direct them to
Terry Faulhafer (519-271-8527), our church office secretary. Terry can also
be contacted at zionlc@golden.net

2. Your 2014 offering envelopes will be available for pickup during the month of
December. We ask that you do not use them until 2014. If you were missed
or would like to start receiving offering envelopes, please call Terry at 519-
271-8527 or by email at zioncl@golden.net. Thank you!

3. This year our special Christmas offering will be divided equally between the
Christmas Basket program run by the Kiwanis which aids needy families in
our community, the Canadian Lutheran World Relief which does emergency
relief, hunger and development work on behalf of Canadian Lutherans around
the world, and our Current Fund which allows us to minister to Zion members
and the community. Thank you for these gifts. They will make a difference in
people’s lives both at home and around the world.

4. Pre-Authorized Offering Program: POP ensures that your church receives its

regular support even when you are unable to attend. It is a convenient way
of being faithful in supporting the Lord’s work here at Zion. If you are
interested in this easy way of budgeting your donations, please contact Terry
at 519-271-8527 or email zionlc@golden.net

GIVE A GIFT THAT KEEPS GIVING
Christmas is quickly approaching, which means that Canadian
Lutheran World Relief has released a new edition of its Gifts from
the Heart catalogue!

Gifts from the Heart are symbolic gift items that help families feed themselves,
provide knowledge, improve health, strengthen communities and preserve creation.
By purchasing these gifts for family members and friends on special occasions, you
will be lending your support to CLWR’s development work throughout the coming
year.

Gifts can be ordered by cheque (send to CLWR, 302-393 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg,
MB  R3B 3H6), or by credit card (call 1-800-661-2597) or visit www.clwr.org/donate 

Copies of the 2013-2014 edition are available at the back of the church. The entire
catalogue is also available for viewing on our website at www.clwr.org/donate 

CANADIAN LUTHERAN ANGLICAN YOUTH
GATHERING
(CLAY)          

The Canadian Lutheran Anglican Youth Gathering will meet next
summer in Kamloops, BC. Dates for the Gathering are August 14 -
17, 2014. Youth are invited to come to Kamloops and explore all
that’s WORTH IT (topics like discipleship, seeking justice, and God
knows you are “worth it.”). The Gathering is designed for young

people who are ages 14 through 19 in 2014 (born between 1995 and 2000).

The Gathering involves Bible Study done in meaningful ways, worship in ancient and
modern ways, learn in special interest forums, workshops, enjoy social activities and
explore Kamloops. Youth from all across Canada are expected to attend the
Gathering. Youth will be housed at Thompson Rivers University in Kamloops.

mailto:zionlc@golden.net
http://www.clwr.org/donate
http://www.clwr.org/donate


At Zion, we are checking to see if young people have interest attending this event.
Since there is a significant cost for the event, we need to determine who would like
to go and begin the planning and fundraising. Expenses will be borne by cost sharing
by the youth and their families, by the congregation and by fundraising activities.

Further information about the Gathering can be found at www.claygathering.ca

Does going on this trip interest you? Please indicate your interest by speaking to
Sister Jean or calling her at Zion 519-271-8527.

http://www.claygathering.ca

