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“Wake-Up Call”
In the name of our crucified Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, grace to you and peace.

In fairy tales, the handsome prince and beautiful maiden overcome a set of obstacles and then go off to
their castle to live happily ever after. In real life, however, we know this is rarely the case. Honeymoons
come to an end. We may ride high for weeks but eventually moods change. We may enjoy months of
uninterrupted good health but sooner or later we become ill. Fortune may smile on us for years and then
some terrible misfortune strikes.

Bad things do happen to good people. And when they do, we are devastated. “How could God let this
happen?” “Why is God doing this to me?” Our perplexity is understandable. After all, if we try to lead a good
life, why should we have to suffer?

We often fail to take into account, however, something important about pain, setbacks, misfortunes, and
suffering. When everything is going our way, we tend to settle in and get comfortable. When things go
smoothly in our life, we become content with routine and apathetic about challenging ourselves. In short,
we come to a standstill in our personal development. Normally, something has to come along to get us
moving again. Something has to wake us from our slumber and shake us from our complacency.

Reality is, people usually don’t give up bad habits unless a crisis intervenes. Marriages and friendships don’t
develop to new levels of relationship without facing problems. We normally won’t consider developing new
talents and skills unless we lose our employment. It often isn’t until we get sick that we consider better ways
of taking care of our health. Our spiritual life usually doesn’t advance unless our old beliefs are shaken.

In the reading from the prophet Hosea, that I shared with you, we hear that God “has torn, that he may heal
us. He has stricken and he will bind us up.” In other words, God knows when we are ready to move on, and
ahead, in our life. 

What we learn from Hosea is that God uses descriptions and suffering as a wake-up call to prompt us
onward toward our destiny. We are not meant to “settle down,” but to develop our unlimited potential.
Whatever we suffer, God is encouraging us to grow. 

So my friends. Can you see your afflictions, when you experience them, from a more positive point of view?
Have you not learned important lessons from the hardships you’ve endured in the past? Are you aware,
perhaps, of how passive and apathetic you get when things come too easy to you? There is much truth in
“no pain, no gain.” “How can God let this happen to me?” Because God loves you and is concerned about
your growth and development. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. AMEN.


