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“The Temptation of Expediency”
In the name of our crucified Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, grace to you and peace.

The gospel reading I just shared with you offers a study of human nature in a case of high drama. The
Jewish authorities are gravely concerned over the number of followers Jesus is attracting because of the
signs and wonders he performs. They fear, that if this phenomenon continues, “the Romans will come and
destroy both our holy place and our nations.” The high priest Caiaphus, however, is a practical man. He tells
his compatriots: “You know nothing at all. You do not understand that it is expedient for you that one man
should die for the people, and that the whole nation should not perish.”

Caiaphus embraced an expedient solution to the problem of Jesus. Rather than face Jesus, and examine
the validity of his “signs,” he prescribes taking the easy way out. Kill Jesus and all problems will be solved.

Making tough decisions, always telling the truth, living up to our values, is often difficult. We human beings,
therefore, have a tendency to take the easy way out. Why do it the hard way if there’s an easy way? Why
pay for something we might get for nothing? Why spend time examining the validity of someone’s argument
if we can drive him or her away with a put down? Why work hard for success if we can cut corners and do
it the easy and, sometimes, unethical way?

We don’t want anyone to get hurt, of course, but why not tell a little lie to get us out of trouble, or feign
illness to get out of an obligation, or make up an excuse to get someone else to do your job? Is it any
wonder self-respect suffers in so many people with so much inauthentic living? And do we really believe
that expediency, rather than truth, is really the “easy” way out? We most often create even more problems
for ourselves by looking for the expedient way out of our predicaments. One lie, for example, requires more
lies. The death of Jesus didn’t solve any national problems for the Jewish authorities of his day, it created
more problems.

So, my friends. Expediency is a great temptation to avoid accountability but it always ends up costing more.
Can you see it this way? Are you inclined to face your issues, no matter what, or do you look for the easy
way out? Are you in the habit, for example, of blaming others rather than assuming responsibility for what
happens in your life? Let each of us muster more courage in making tough decisions and handling our
predicaments. We will find that we have more than it takes to live authentically, and that living responsibly
is generally the easiest way out. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. AMEN.


