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PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL
“Glimpsing Glory”

“Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and
James and John, and led them up a high
mountain apart by themselves. And he was
transfigured before them.” (Mark 9:2)

“Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from
the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son,
the Beloved; listen to him.” (Mark 9:7)

On Sunday, February 10, the church year marks the Transfiguration of our Lord. Not nearly
as exciting as Easter, Christmas, or even Pentecost, I have been reflecting on this event
in Jesus’ life nonetheless. Is Jesus the only one to have a mountaintop experience? I think
not.

There are high mountains in the life of every person of faith, moments that make a
significant difference and do not leave one the same. God gives times of unexpected break
through experiences that light lamps for the dark valleys of human existence. Our
temptation at such times is to try to cling to the feeling of such a moment rather than to its
meaning. Peter, recalling the transfiguration experience, later referred to himself and his
companions as “eyewitnesses of his majesty.” (2 Peter 1:16)

Have you ever experienced a strange change of mood in the midst of distress, a change
that you just can’t account for, because circumstances haven’t really changed that much,
or even at all? Have you had a sense of well-being and felt a caring love envelop you? I
have. And I interpret this to be God. I believe it is the miracle of God’s healing love.

I remember a day that comes to everyone, the kind full of discouragement and
disappointment. It was a Sunday, believe it or not, normally the high point of my week.
Looking back, I realize I was just overtired and that’s why I was in a foul mood, not my
normal self. I went to church reluctantly and unexpectedly, I felt defiant and discouraged.

As one of our former vicars went into the pulpit I inwardly challenged him to say anything
that would minister to my condition. And, then, with his first word, it came: “Grace to you
and peace!” Grace and peace – that was it, all I needed. Never have I felt the impact of
these two words as I did that morning.

The Spirit brings the gift to me and shows me my name upon the gift. It is one thing to know
that God is gracious to all. It is quite another to hear the words “to you.”

But it is sobering to have our moment on the mountain. The disciples who were privileged
to share the special vision on the Mount of Transfiguration found all the nerve-tingling
seconds sharpened into a terse command, “Listen to him!” Their new experience was to
unplug their ears. They were left more exposed. More would be expected of them than
before.

A wise soul I know, also a Christian, has remarked to me that after twenty years of
struggling with his doubts, he has passed from the agony of questions he cannot answer
to the agony of answers he cannot escape. But he expresses great relief.

I can remember when the “lights came on” for me when, as a young man in my twenties,
I first felt gripped by God’s loving intention and dream into his purpose. Since I have come
to know Jesus Christ in a personal way, life has not always been easy. It has not been
sorrow-free. But it has never been empty. I have not been bored. The days have kept me
looking forward, and life has been full of God’s gracious surprises.

You and I may not have been granted such spectacular mountaintop visions as were
witnessed by Peter, James, and John. But God has placed God’s signature of love upon
our lives in many ways. God has given us glimpses of God’s majesty. It may have been in
the joy over a well-born child. It may have been in a moment of sorrow and loss. It may
have been something that caused us to catch our breath and respond in wonder and
amazement. The Spirit works in many ways, but whatever the situation, it lets us say with
Peter, “Lord, it is good for us to be here.” (Mark 9:5)

Peace and Joy,

Rev. Douglas Reble
Pastor, Zion Lutheran Church
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ANNUAL MEETING: FEBRUARY 3
Please note that our Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday,
February 3 immediately following our 10 AM worship service. This
allows people to attend the meeting and still have their afternoon
for rest, family, and friends. After all, Sunday is a Sabbath day.

We hope that you will make every effort to attend the meeting. An annual meeting allows
all members to review the year that was and to plan for the future. An annual meeting is
always essential as it allows us to work out together how we can best be the church of
Jesus Christ. Please exercise your privilege as a member of Zion Church. All confirmed
members have voice and vote.

ASH WEDNESDAY: FEBRUARY 13
On Wednesday, February 13, we begin our journey with our Lord to the
cross by observing Ash Wednesday, one of the holiest days of the church
year. Ash Wednesday begins the sacred season of Lent which prepares us
for our Easter observances and celebrations. It reminds us that to rise with
Jesus we have to first die with Jesus. Our worship service is at 7:30 PM. Of
course, our worship includes the imposition of ashes, and the sacrament of
Holy Communion. Come and worship!

A DAY OF RENEWAL: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23
9:30 AM - 2:30 PM

“Come and see...” 
In 2013, what spiritual practices will help you become the light that is
needed in our world today? Here is an opportunity to deepen
relationship with God, ask some of those haunting and difficult
questions, share in times of prayer, times of discussion, times of
silence.

/ Come to experience a variety of praying.
/ Come to discover God’s invitation to you right now.
/ Come to hear from others, their questions and stories.
/ Come to grow – in safety and comfort.
/ Come to worship and pray.

(Two of John’s disciples) followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following he said to them:

“What are you looking for?” They said... “Where are you staying?” He said: “Come and see” John
1:35-39 (partial)

Sister Anne Keffer, M.Ed, DMin, a deaconess fo the ELCIC/ELCA and a member of our
congregation will be the leader for the day. She is a well experienced retreat leader and is
a qualified spiritual director. From those who have participated in the past, they describe
her style as comfortable and often humorous. She challenges gently, has great respect for
all participants and their individual journeys with God, and is passionate about spiritual
growth.

Times of input will be followed by times of prayer, discussion, instruction. Lunch will be
provided. The cost for the day is only $10.

Please register by contacting Pastor Doug at zionlc@golden.net or dougreble@gmail.com
or by calling 519-271-8527 by Sunday, February 17 at the latest.

Come and see! Experience a day of renewal through prayer and community. 
Bring a friend and come.   

LENTEN SERVICES: BRINGING THE WORD TO LIFE
As is our custom, we will be offering mid-week Lenten worship services, at
Zion, on Wednesday evenings beginning at 7:30 PM. Holden’s Evening
Prayer, a beautiful liturgy to hear and sing, along with familiar hymns will
form the basis of our worship. Pastor Doug will offer a brief meditation, each
week, around the theme: “Bringing The Word To Life.” His reflections are
offered to anyone looking upon Lent as an important time for change and
development and willingness to use the inexhaustible richness of the Word

of the Lord as a resource for more effective and bountiful living. All are welcome! Feel free
to invite a friend!

P.S. Each meditation offered by Pastor Doug will stand alone meaning you can come to
all five services or just one, as time and spirit permit.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Happy New Year to all and welcome back to our Sunday School group. First we would like
to digress to the Christmas pageant and praise everyone for a job well done. A huge thank
you to all who took part and helped out to make it the success it was. A special thank you
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to Franklin Famme for once again providing the musical
accompaniment. Getting back up to speed, we are back to the classes
and would like to welcome Paula McNaughton and Sherri Beatty to our
grade 1/2 and 5/6 classrooms respectively. We are looking forward to
our annual bake sale taking place on February 10  in hopes of raisingth

money for the Sunshine Foundation. In order to maintain the success of
prior years, we ask that our Sunday School parents/children provide
simple baked goods to be sold during coffee fellowship. Please bring
your items to the kitchen downstairs on that morning before service.

If you have any questions, please contact our Sunday School Co-ordinators, Mitzi Podann
at mitzianddoug@sympatico.ca or 519-662-4856 or Tina Small at kerbysmall@yahoo.ca
or 519-273-3860. They’d love to hear from you.

UPCOMING CONCERTS AT ZION
We have two upcoming benefit concerts taking place in March and
April, at Zion. Knowing you will want to mark your calendar now,
here’s what will be happening and when. Please note:

Sunday, March 10: Beginning at 2:30 PM, noted Barbara Dunn-Prosser, joined by our own
Lynne Hopcraft and Marco Burak, will be offering a wonderful recital of much loved music
from Mozart to Brahms to Elger and much more. This is a benefit concert in support of
Canadian Lutheran World Relief, a free-will offering will be received.

Sunday, April 21: Our Zion Church hosts a musical extravaganza beginning at 2 PM in the
afternoon. They will be joined by their friends from the German Teutonia Choir, vocalists
and instrumentalists both from our own congregation and the community. This concert,
again by free-will offering, is a fundraising event in support of the Sanctuary Restoration
Project taking place this coming summer.

There you have it. Concerts on the afternoons of March 10 and April 21. Mark your
calendar and tell your friends. Let’s fill Zion and celebrate the gift of music and support
these two worthy causes.

ZION’S FRIENDSHIP MEAL
Did you know that over 100 guests were served by our Zion
volunteers? Wow! We rested in December as a number of
community meals were available over the days leading up to 

Christmas. By the time you read this, January’s meal will be history. Friday, February 22
will be our next meal for people in need in our community. If you would like to help prepare,
come around 1 PM and to serve before 5 PM when the dinner is served. Please join us.
You are needed. For more information, contact Pastor Robert Hutchison (519-271-5808).

P.S. For the grocery tapes which were collected during 2012. Zion Church received
$535.17 from Zehrs Supermarket. This money helps to support our Friendship
Meal Program which is held once a month for the people of our community.
Thank you very much for saving and donating your grocery tapes to our
Church. Please continue to support this program by placing your Zehrs
grocery tapes in our designated box at the back of our Church. Thank you!

ZION TABLE FOR SENIORS
The next gathering of Zion Table For Seniors our ministry which
promotes fun, food, and friendship is Tuesday, February 26 at 12
noon. Please let Doris Bartlett (519-271-9622) or Phyllis Jeffery
(519-271-3668) know by Tuesday, February 19 before noon (one
week before) if you can attend. Lunch cost is only $10. Our after
dinner guests are the musical group, the Four Steps. It should be

a delightful gathering. Plan to attend.

THANK YOUS ARE IN ORDER

We would like to thank the following people who donated towards
the purchase of flowers which decorated our sanctuary over the
Christmas season into Epiphany. They were beautiful! We thank,
as well, the Women of Faith group, at Zion who helped organize
it, the Worship and Music Committee and their volunteers who

decorated the church for Advent and Christmas, and Linda Faulhafer and Elaine Steed who
worked with the flowers. Those who donated flowers are:

Verne & Joyce Hammer, Ken & Helen Dale, Jean Weir, Bob & Heather Wickenheiser,
Paul & Ruth Illmann, Elfrieda Zimmermann, Tim & Darlene Gropp, Margaret Golder,
Noreen Wilker, Elizabeth Wachsmann, Judith Hammond, Richard & Anne Graul,
Wayne Faulhafer family, Brian & Barb Gropp, Mike & Cindy Bondi, Bea Huras, Don
& Eva Wagner, Ralph & Vi Cook, Gordon & Elaine Steed, Wayne & Joanne Young,
Paul & Norma Hansen.
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Ursula Rakel, November 15
William Ward, December 3
Hilde Maehle, December 7
Audrey Cole, December 17
Randal Broten, December 23
Hans Gimber, January 4
Tom Stilling, January 6
Ethel Pollard, January 12
Wayne Kennell, January 16

                                                         
Christopher Robert Tye McMahon, son
of Andrew & Kathleen on January 13

FEBRUARY VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers assist with our Sunday morning worship services. Listed below are those who
serve in February as a reminder and as a thank you for serving.

Date Communion
Assistants

Greeters Readers Usher
Captains

Counting
Captains

Feb. 3 N/A Grade 3 & 4
Sunday School  

Hannah
Bush

Wayne Hinz Liz
Bomasuit

Feb. 10 Ed Illman &
Marilyn
Sylvester

Grade 5 & 6
Sunday School
Class

Jim Stanley  Wayne Hinz Liz
Bomasuit

Feb. 17 N/A David & Maria
Doherty

Andrew
Famme
 

Jerry
Terhaerdt 

Rob Leifso 

Feb. 24 N/A Adam Drake Linda
Springer

Jerry
Terhaerdt 

Rob Leifso

ZION CHURCH FINANCIAL REPORT
The annual financial statements of our congregation are being
prepared as this is written, and will be available one week before
the annual meeting. We do know that all our commitments to the
Current Fund have been met and the deficit was eliminated thanks
to your generousity and love for God. Approximately $10,000 had
to be transferred to meet our Benevolence Fund commitments

from the Internal Ministry Fund thanks to our Endowment. It is a great blessing to our
congregation, our community, and the wider church. 

With thoughts of the year that was and the year just begun and our financial stewardship,
Pastor Doug writes the following letter:

Dear Family and Friends of Zion,

This letter is going out with your tax receipts to say first and most importantly,
Thank-you! Without your gifts of time, treasure and talent, we would have no
ministry.

The church has a funny relationship with money. Unlike other philanthropic causes
and not-for-profit charities, as much as we would like to, we do not give special
recognition when people give. There is no list of donors on the back of our worship
guides. We do not have big presentations with a “larger than life” cheque
presentation when someone gives an unexpected amount.

We as the church recognize that any amount no matter the size is more than a
donation. Your offering is not a tip for a good sermon, nor are you paying for
services rendered. Your stewardship, bringing your tithes and offerings to the
community in which you worship, is a spiritual practice that comes right out of
scripture.

Yet we have anxiety around issues of money and the church. We live in a world of
greed and materialism, and because being people of faith does not exclude us from
that world (we are as Martin Luther identified, simultaneously saint and sinner), we
silently agree not to discuss issues of money. However, because we need those
same dollars to survive, we are not permitted to ignore them.

Therefore, while this is a letter to thank-you for all you give to your faith community,
in all honesty, it is also an appeal to be aware that inflation affects the cost to
operate the church the same as it does for every other individual and organization,



and to ask you for more. Without an increase in giving, we will have to decrease the
ministry we are currently doing. We would much rather grow and be able to do more
both inside and outside our buildings walls.

Please prayerfully consider how you might contribute to your church in the coming
year.

Your partner in ministry,
Rev. Douglas Reble
Pastor, Zion Lutheran Church

ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUTH
Young Christians from around the world are invited to apply to
the World Council of Churches (WCC) Stewards Program for a
3-week hands-on learning experience at the WCC 10  Assemblyth

from October 23 to November 10, 2013. Applicants must be
between the ages of 18-30 years old. The WCC assembly will take place in Busan,
Republic of Korea, addressing the theme “God of life, lead us to justice and peace.”

Before the assembly begins, stewards will follow an online and on-site ecumenical learning
program, exposing them to the key issues of the worldwide ecumenical movement. During
the assembly stewards will assist in the areas of worship, plenary productions,
documentation, communications and other administrative and support tasks. Following the
meeting, stewards will design ecumenical projects that they will implement in their churches
and communities upon their return.

The WCC assembly is the “supreme legislative body” of the WCC, and meets every seven
years. 150 stewards will help to make this event happen. Being a steward means hard
work, but it is also a unique ecumenical experience of togetherness with other young people
from different churches, countries and cultures.

Applicants are invited to send a completed application form to the WCC youth program no
later than February 7, 2013. Applicants require the endorsement of their national church.
For ELCIC members wishing to apply, please contact alavergne@elcic.ca for further
information. Details on the application process can be found here:
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/news/news-management/eng/a/article/1634/apply-now-
assembly-stewa.html

WHAT IN THE WORLD ARE LUTHERANS DOING?
During times when finances are tight, there is a natural tendency to
look inwards and take steps to ensure that our own home and
family are safe and secure. At the same time, we are challenged by

our calling as Christians to be neighbours to those in need. Like the Samaritan on the road
to Jericho, Lutherans in Canada have answered that call through their support for Canadian
Lutheran World Relief (CLWR). Throughout 2013 we will be sharing, from time to time,
good news stories from CLWR highlighting its work around the world. Read. Enjoy. Give.

CLWR AND CIDA: A Productive Relationship
For several decades, CLWR has maintained a relationship with the Canadian
International Development Agency (CIDA) that has seen tens of millions of dollars
of federal government support flow to CLWR. The current agreement, signed in 2008,
represents a five-year commitment that will see, by the time it expires at the end of
2013, about $12.5 million spent on community development projects in five
countries: India, Mozambique, Zambia, Bolivia and Peru.

Poverty reduction through capacity building for sustainable development is a
prominent theme of much of this work. So too is improved quality of life through the
provision of clean, safe supplies of water, improved sanitation systems and
education, and training around general health and nutrition. Less tangible, but
equally important, are projects that strive to make local governance more just and
democratic, as well as improve community relations by fostering gender equity.

The CLWR-CIDA relationship has greatly multiplied the work that has and will be
accomplished. Matching funding received from CIDA makes each dollar given go so
much farther. 
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