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“Standing Up For The Truth”
In the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, grace to you and peace.

To get your brain juices flowing, we’re going to start out this morning with a quiz. The quiz question is
this. Who has more teeth – a typical man or a typical woman? Well, how many teeth do you have? If you
haven’t counted them lately, go ahead and move your tongue around your mouth and take inventory.
Then, when you’re done, find someone of the opposite gender sitting around you and ask them to open
wide and count how many teeth they have. What you should find, assuming that all your wisdom teeth
have grown in and you haven’t had any teeth pulled, is that men and women have the same number of
teeth – 16 on top and 16 on the bottom for a total of 32. Or if your wisdom teeth haven’t grown in yet, you
should find that you have a total of 28.

But, in the centuries before the time of Jesus, Aristotle – the great philosopher who followed in the
footsteps of Socrates and Plato – taught that men had more teeth than women. The strange thing is that
Aristotle was married, but apparently he never asked Mrs. Aristotle to open her mouth so that he could
count how many teeth she had. Instead, for some reason, Aristotle was just convinced that men had
more teeth than women – in fact, he was so convinced of that fact that he never thought it was necessary
to check and see if he was right or not.

But what I think is even more surprising is that apparently no one in that day ever had the courage to
speak up and tell Aristotle that he was wrong. After all, you would have to imagine that out of all the
thousands of people who heard Aristotle talk, someone would have had to be aware that Aristotle was
mistaken. But maybe since Aristotle was Aristotle, the great world renowned thinker, no one had the
courage to take a stand and tell him that he was wrong.

Which leads to today’s most interesting story of the beheading of John the Baptist, in today’s gospel
reading. When it came to Jesus’ cousin, John the Baptist, though, he wasn’t the least afraid of telling
people when they were wrong. John believed so strongly in the truth, that he was willing to tell the truth
to people even if it might mean that he would be made to pay a price for doing it. That’s exactly what
happened when he had the boldness to speak the truth to Herod and told Herod that what he was doing
in his life was wrong.

Here in today’s Gospel of Mark we encounter the Herod who was known as Herod Antipas, a son of
Herod the Great and who ruled over the region of Galilee during the time of Jesus’ ministry. Just like his
father, Herod Antipas wasn’t so much concerned about being a good ruler and taking care of his people.
No, like his father, Herod Antipas was primarily concerned about using his power for his own pleasure,
to get the things out of life that he wanted to have. It seems that one of the things Herod wanted out of
his life was his brother’s wife, a woman called Salome. So to get what he wanted, Herod got rid of his
wife, and Salome left her husband, and the two of them got married.

But even though everyone else in the kingdom was too afraid to say anything, John the Baptist knew
what Herod and Salome did was wrong and he let them know it was wrong. He spoke up and told the
truth even though he knew full well that there might be consequences if he did. Sure, enough, there were
consequences, as Herod had John thrown in prison and eventually had him beheaded.

As we look at this gruesome story about what happened to John the Baptist, with his head being cut off
and laid on a platter because he dared to speak the truth, we can’t help but ask ourselves, are we willing
to stand up for what’s right even if there might be consequences? Are we willing to stand up for those
things that God wants us to stand up for even if it might come at some cost to us, even if we might be
made to suffer?



So often in our world today, people see the wrongs that are taking place around them, they see what the
Herods are up to, but instead of speaking up and taking a stand for the truth – for God’s truth – many
people are content with just silently shaking their heads and whispering to themselves, “Ain’t it awful!”
Many people just whisper “ain’t it awful” to themselves instead of speaking up, because they know that
if their voice is heard, there might be consequences, and they’re not so sure that they’re willing to pay
a price for standing up for the truth.
 
Friends, in your life what are the wrongs that you see? In your life, what are those things that you see
around you that aren’t entirely the way God wants them to be? Among your circle of friends, your family,
at work, in this church, in this community, in this nation, what is it that deep down inside you know you
should speak up about and take a stand for the truth? Sure, keeping quiet or just silently muttering to
yourself “ain’t it awful” is the safe and easy thing to do. But if you want to be Jesus disciples, he calls us
to something more than that. What Jesus calls us to do is to hold on to God’s truth and to act on that
truth no matter what, no matter what the cost might be.

My brothers and sisters in Christ, it is not enough to merely enjoy the Scriptures, or hymns or prayers
or teachings of Jesus. It isn’t enough to recite them with enthusiasm because they contain so many good
ideas. We have to be willing to be transformed by the truth we have been given. If we face the truth, as
we speak the truth, if we live the truth given by God, then John the Baptist won’t have died in vain any
more than his cousin Jesus did later, on a cross. May we so live. Let us pray:

Yearning God, again and again you ask us to listen until we actually hear. You invite us to
hear and be transformed. You invite us to be transformed and to live as servants. You
invite us beyond comfort to conviction. You invite us from conversation to call, from
discussion to discipleship, from wondering to working. Grant us the strange desire to grow
beyond Herod into an excitement at the possibilities John dared: to embody your way in
the world. AMEN.


