
ZIONEWS
JULY & AUGUST 2015
A publication for the family of Zion Lutheran Church
202 Erie St., Stratford, Ontario N5A 2M8 www.zionstratford.com
Phone: 271-8527 Fax: 271-8536 e-mail: zionlc@golden.net

PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL

“The ringing testimony of the Christian faith is that God is able.” – Martin Luther
King, Jr.

A few weeks ago, I encountered a major roadblock that seemed insurmountable.  It
appeared that due to the requirements of fulfilling our residency in Canada that I
would be unable to continue to the Doctor of Ministry program at Virginia Theological
Seminary.  Needless to say, this was a profound disappointment, since I was looking
forward to resuming my studies and working on my project thesis here at Zion in the
coming years.  I took some solace from another of Dr. King’s quotes – “We must
accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope” – but it appeared as though
my inability to travel to Virginia marked the end of my studies in a program that had
been such a benefit to me and to my continuing growth as a pastor.

But then the truth of Dr. King’s statement that “our God is able” and the angel
Gabriel’s words to Mary that “nothing will be impossible with God” (Luke 1:37)
became real for me.  When I contacted the seminary with the news that I would not

be able to travel to the campus and therefore believed that I would
have to withdraw from the program, the director of the D.Min.
Program offered me another option: Skype.  Students come to the
seminary from all around the world, and on previous occasions when
student can’t be physically present on campus, arrangements are
made to participate through the internet.  With this news, my
profound disappointment was turned into indescribable joy; so
beginning on June 22 and going through July 10, I will be able to go

back to school without actually going to school, submitting my assignments through
the seminary’s website and participating in lectures and discussions on my laptop.  It
will be a different experience for me, but I am so thankful that the obstacle was
overcome so that I might continue to study and grow so that I might be a more
effective pastor in serving here at Zion.

Throughout this entire ordeal (which was a real emotional rollercoaster for me), I tried
to keep in mind where God was throughout all of these twists and turns and what
God’s Will is for my life at this time.  When I entered this program in 2012, it was the
result of a long discernment process, and my experiences in the first two years
confirmed that God was challenging me not to become complacent at this point in my
ordained ministry but to keep growing and exploring new avenues of service (never
imagining at the time, of course, that this would lead me to come here to Stratford to
serve with the people of Zion!).  During the darkest moments, when it appeared that
there was no way to overcome this obstacle, my prayer was that God would
accomplish his will in my life, and if this meant withdrawing from the program that
there must be a reason that I could not understand at the time.  But because I have
experienced God’s faithfulness throughout my life, I knew that God would lead me in
the right path – and as it turned out, that path includes a computer program that is
now God’s instrument for fulfilling God’s purpose for this time in my life!

So don’t be surprised if you see me around Stratford during these three weeks (I’ll be
dressed in student clothes and may look a bit scruffier than usual!).  I will be “here
but not here,” focusing on my classes and discussion groups, working on my thesis
proposal, and gaining knowledge and insights that I know will serve me well as your
pastor.  I’ll miss being in Alexandria for worship, meals, and fellowship with other
students, but I’m thankful that God led me through that roadblock so that I might
continue in this program, proving once again that “our God is able!”

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Jeff Laustsen

PHOTO DIRECTORY NEWS

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN!! It’s time for Zion’s New Photo
Directory for our church membership.  Starting August
10  , Terry Faulhafer, our church secretary (519-271-8527)th

will be setting up photo appointment times. For those
going off to school or for those who are too busy when
school starts, this is a perfect time for you. IPC Canada
Photo services Inc., will provide a free pictorial directory
to every family at no cost, for those who are in the
directory. Also this year, you will receive a free $20
voucher towards any portraits you wish to purchase. (No

obligation).  Call Terry any morning to pick the time that  suits you best (519-
271-8527). Thank you!



ZION GARAGE SALE
Zion is holding its annual 

Garage Sale

Friday, July 10 at 12 noon

Contributions of books, glassware,
jewelry, dishes, tools, toys, games, etc. would be gratefully

accepted. 

Last day for donations is
Monday, July 6, 12 noon.

Please call church office 271-8527
any weekday morning for more info.

All proceeds of the sale will be to our
Seniors Group.

Thank You to all who have donated
and helped out with the sale!!!

JULY AND AUGUST VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers  assist with our Sunday morning worship service. Listed below are those
who serve in July and August as a reminder and as a thank you for serving.

Date Communion
Assistants

Greeters Readers Usher
Captains

Counting
Captains

July 5 Linda Weitzel &
Stephen
Fischer

Tim & Susan
Iredale

Dianne Hiller Steve
Lamont

Andrew
Ehgoetz

July 12 N/A Paul & Janet
Jeffery

Ed Illman Steve
Lamont

Andrew
Ehgoetz

July 19 Anne Cooper &
Marilyn
Sylvester

Robert &
Beverly
Keutsch

Susan
Iredale

Ed Illman Stephanie
Sousa

July 26 N/A Gerald & Isabel
Cook

Lynnette
McLeod

Ed Illman Stephanie
Sousa

Aug 2 Barb Higgins &
Ed Illman

Brad & Sherri
Beatty

Erin Iredale Tom
Cosstick

Audrey Miller

Aug 9 N/A Scott & Janice
Beirness

Kurt Gough Brian Wilker Audrey Miller

Aug 16 David
Bennewitz &
Anne Cooper

Gerry & Janet
Ahrens    

Dr. Jo
Knackstedt

Wayne Yundt Nancy White

Aug 23 N/A Don & Connie
Campbell

Marg Lamont Wayne Yundt Nancy White

Aug 30 N/A Brian & Sharyl
Coe

Caroline
Mueller

Jerry
Terhaerdt

Gerald Cook

 


