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                    Called by God into God's Mission in Christ.                                     Rev. Robert Hutchison 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 What is your life's mission? On the basis of our worship together today and the Scriptures we 

have read and heard what is God doing with you and through you.  Is your life's mission God driven or 

self driven?  We begin with the Gospel reading. 

The 12 disciples of Jesus had just been sent on a mission and were very tired. It seemed the 

more they carried out Jesus mission the more they had to do.  They were in need of a rest so they could 

debrief their exciting adventures with Jesus.  So Jesus took them away to a desert place to rest.  How 

long they were gone we don't know but when they returned to the lake shore in their boat crowds of 

people were there to see Jesus.  Jesus, recognizing that the crowds were like sheep without a shepherd, 

“began to teach them many things.”   
Our Gospel reading left out two things.  One was the feeding that crowd of 5000 plus people 

after Jesus taught them.  Secondly, Jesus sent the disciples ahead of him in the boat and went up on the 

mountain to pray.  As they crossed the Lake of Gennesaret the disciples were overcome with a storm.  

Jesus walked to them on the sea, calmed the storm, and finished the crossing with them.  There they 

were greeted by more crowds seeking healing for their ills.  And Jesus healed them. 

Paul tells us in the second reading from Ephesians that it was on the foundation of these 

apostles along with the prophets, Jesus being the cornerstone, that makes us “citizens with the saints 

and members of the household of God.”  We who answer the call of God in Christ with our lives are 

part of a church we cannot see, a much larger community than Zion Lutheran.  Christ is the head of that 

church and we are parts in its body.  God is at work in Christ teaching and training us to be God's 

proclaimers, teachers and healers to the world around us.  I'm not speaking of pastors here.  I'm 

challenging each one of us to recognize who we are in Christ and  acknowledge that in our living.   

We are here in this place first and foremost because God is calling: calling us out of sin to walk 

in the freedom of faith, calling us into a life that lasts forever in his glory, calling us to put down the 

demonic forces at work destroying God's creation.  There may be other reasons why you think you are 

here but through them all God is calling you.  God is calling you to love yourself, after all you are 

God's creation, every one of you.  God is calling to to love and care for one another.  God is sending 

you into your place of living and work and play to love and care for those you meet. 

Earlier I mentioned we are part of Christ's body, the church, a church we cannot see.  We cannot 

see it because it grows out of God's relationship with us in Christ.  In the reading from Ephesians St. 

Paul describes this church.  God called two groups together in the church we cannot see: the chosen 

people of God who thought they knew all about God, and the Gentiles, people who didn't have a clue 

about God.  Christ did it, he says, “ For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into 

one, and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us.”   
Today in this place Christ is our peace.  Paul writes.  “In him (Christ) the whole structure is 

joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you are also built together 

spiritually into a dwelling place for God.”  Paul is not talking about this building in which we worship, 

but you and I. 

Who are we, gathered here today?  Many of you are the product of generations who built and 

maintained this building over the years.  Some of you have settled in Stratford and made Zion your 

church home.  Some of you have moved here from other places.  Some of you are here because of 

unhappy experiences in other congregations.  Others miss the congregations they had to leave behind.   

Assembled here we bring many different feelings and attitudes: contentment and dissatisfaction, 

grief and joy, anger and love, caring and not caring, affirmation and rejection. Many feel 

disenfranchised in the life of our Lutheran community and many carry questions that need responses.  

We bring our needs for security, wellness, love and inclusion.   



We are all of these things.  How can we ever be “built together spiritually into a dwelling place 

for God?”  It begins with God's greeting as we begin worship.  “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”  How can we emerge from all 

that we are and bring to worship to hear God speak to us?  God not only greets us but gives us a gift to 

hear him – faith.  I agree with David Adams Richards in his book, God Is, that God gives us only one 

gift – faith.  Is it not Christ's sacrificial death on the cross a gift?  That, dear people, is God's work of 

redeeming us, and God gives us faith to believe it and receive it.  Faith - the gift God has given each of 

us with the breath of life, is capable of separating itself from all we bring here and acknowledge the 

grace, love and communion of God, building us together spiritually into a dwelling place for God. 

Why don't we experience this oneness in Christ together as we gather in worship?  We all know 

the answer to that – sin.  Before we start accusing one another know that Satan has a way of turning sin 

into a good thing.  If you don't accept that Satan or hell or demonic influence exist, just use the word 

'condition.'  The 'conditions' in which we live abound in sin.  The simplest example I can think of is 

doing something for someone because you know they like it even though you detest it.  Doesn't it make 

you feel good to deny who you are to make someone else feel good?  The 'condition' persuades us to 

make sin a good thing.  Faith in God will not allow us to do that.  Making ourselves the originators of 

faith will.  So, sin abounds.  No wonder our world, our society, our church are falling apart. 

God calls us here today to recognize again who we are in him, created, redeemed and 

empowered to live lives of faith, in God, not ourselves, to say no to sin and yes to the empowerment of 

the Holy Spirit.  Faith in God will never let you live the same way you lived yesterday.  Faith in God 

will always lead you out of your comfort zone into new life in the Spirit.  What happened to the 

disciples happens to us also. Christ is our peace.  Today when you share the peace of Christ with one 

another take some extra time to share the peace of Christ with someone with whom you wouldn't 

normally share the peace.  It is this peace of Christ which includes us in the communion of saints and 

builds us together spiritually into a dwelling place for God. 

The first reading today is the story of king David whose self driven faith had to give way to 

being faith in God.  David had established Israel and Jerusalem its capital over all other kingdoms.  He 

built himself a mansion of cedar while God, the ark of the covenant, still lived in a tent.  David decided 

God needed a house, but God said no.  David's offspring would build God's house, but David's house 

would be blessed forever.  God's redirection of David's faith brought David to humble prayer.  

Recognizing the misdirection of our faith in the presence of God is an occasion for prayer and blessing. 

This date in the church calendar is know as the Sunday of Mary Magdalene, Apostle.  Luke 8 

records: “The twelve were with him, as well as some women who had been cured of evil spirits and 

infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out . . . and many others 

who provided for them from their resources.”  Perhaps she was the sinner, who had sinned much, who 

anointed Jesus and heard his word.  “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”  Hear God's call in Christ 

today and in him know peace and your life's mission.  Amen. 


