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“Chosen And Called By Name”
In the name of our Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, grace to you and peace.

In my years as a pastor, one of the most wonderful things I have experienced is watching new families
begin their life together. I have celebrated the announcement of pregnancies. I have watched in wonder
as parents anticipated a birth through nine long months of preparation. 6:39 PM on Tuesday, November
20, 1984 and 5:55 PM on Tuesday, June 23, 1987 are times which will never be forgotten in my or
Sharon’s life, the times our two sons were born. It is a wondrous thing to watch a new family start life
together.

Just as wondrous, perhaps even more amazing to watch are other new families who begin life together
in other kinds of circumstances. I have been present when couples have announced that God has
blessed them with a child to adopt from another country. I have listened to them make travel plans and
prepare their homes for the arrival of a toddler or an older infant. I have also experienced couples
welcome foster children, who sometimes have great physical and emotional and psychological needs,
into their homes. And I have seen a wonderful transformation take place in the lives of teenagers as they
respond to the care and love offered to them, because they are made to feel that they belong, sometimes
for the first time in their lives.

There is something very special about these families who adopt or foster, at least it seems to me,
because of the tremendous effort required by the parents to bring these children into their homes. As I
have looked upon these families, I have come, over the years, to realize the beauty of a child being
chosen in these ways. It is a deliberate and intentional act of love and welcome. In fact, one woman
reminded me of a beautiful truth in a Christmas card when she wrote that in the holy season we were
celebrating Jesus’ birth – that Jesus was Joseph’s adopted son. That meant much to her for she had an
adopted son. That adoption imagery is powerful to me because it speaks to a truth of our relationship
with God.

St. Paul, in today’s second reading for this Trinity Sunday, uses the image of a new, deliberatly chosen
family to, I think, beautiful effect. As he celebrates the gift of God’s Spirit in the life of the believer, he
reminds us of the good news that “all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.” The life of
faith results in a new state of being for the believer, because we have now become a part of the divine
family. We are children of God and siblings of Jesus and God’s very Spirit assures us of this truth. Paul
reminds us that we have received a precious gift through grace, for “you have received a sprit of
adoption.” God has extended a welcome to you and to me, and you and I have been deliberately chosen
to become a child of God.

As I look at families where loving adoption has taken place, I am overwhelmed by the idea that God has
welcomed each of us into God’s family in the same way. Each of us are called by God’s name, forever
identified with him. We are loved and cherished. And this new relationship with God was not accidental,
but a deliberate act of inclusion on God’s part. God willingly offers us every good thing. Our God is
concerned at all times for our welfare and God will always seek to bless us. We have all the rights and
responsibilities of any other child in the household. We have been accepted and embraced. We are now
home.

Friends, as we celebrate Trinity Sunday today, my hope is that each of us will look again at the grace of
being included in the divine family. We are invited to partake in a way of life that is Spirit filled and
abundant. When life becomes difficult and we struggle with our brokenness, it is easy for us to feel like
orphans. We begin to question if we really do have a home to return to and a loving parent to embrace
us. Paul understands this struggle and he acknowledges the temptation to be less than we are, he tells



us it is at those times that we should call on our “Dad” the most. Yes, our Dad, for that is what Abba
means. We are encouraged to put aside all that causes us “to fall back in fear” and lose hope and to
embrace the new life that is possible for us as adopted children of God.

When I was a child, years ago, adoption was viewed as something strange or unusual. Many people
even tried to hide from their children that they had been adopted. It was somehow believed that knowing
you were adopted might make you feel unwanted or unloved.

I’m glad things have changed. While the emotional issues surrounding adoption are indeed very
complicated, we are wise to approach this topic openly. A child who is adopted is not unwanted, but in
fact chosen and loved. I thank God that society as a whole, for the most part, has come to this
understanding. Families are formed in different ways and adoption is nothing short of a miracle of grace
– for both the parents and the children. Perhaps we could learn something by embracing this truth in our
spiritual lives as well.

My brothers and sisters in Christ. Today’s passage from Romans invites us to celebrate our adoption and
to rejoice in the love of God that has filled our lives. The divine family, God’s family has a place of
welcome for us all. There is an open door, a seat for us at God’s table and a reassuring word that we are
indeed God’s beloved children. May we go forth with the security of knowing that we have a parent who
has chosen us and called us by name. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Let us pray:

Loving God, from whom every family on Earth takes its name, we pray this day for all
families everywhere, however they are configured, for the families we have come from and
the families we now belong to. We ask that you might be especially close to those families
experiencing times of difficulty or need. May we seek to serve all of these through the
power of your Spirit. AMEN.


