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PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL
“LIFE WITHOUT LIMITS”

“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10)

After years of suffering without silence, the hypochondriac finally died. He was 102 years
old. On his tombstone they dutifully engraved his last words: “I told you I was sick!”

Florence Nightingale would have understood that chronic complainer,
but not from her professional perspective as the mother of modern
nursing. Practitioners of the medical arts are notoriously hard on
patients with imagined illnesses.

Florence was a compassionate soul, but she had more personal
reasons for identifying with hypochondriacs. The Lady of the Lamp,
as she was known, was herself a sister in suffering for the thrill of it.

While yet a young woman she had accomplished much in her goal of better treatment for
the sick. The strong-willed nurse followed her nation’s soldiers off to battle in the Crimean
War. She ministered effectively. Hospitals were being reformed according to her demands.

When Florence returned to England in 1856, she confided to friends that her own life “hung
by a thread.” It was her heart. So only 36 years of age, the famous nurse took to her bed.
Surely her condition was terminal.

Her self-diagnosis was proven correct when Florence later died of apparent heart failure.
Only her timing was off. She waited in bed for 54 years before dying at age 90.

Florence Nightingale quit too soon. Her career was cut short, not by death or disease but
by her own self-imposed restrictions. She cheated herself out of an abundant life offered
by God.

Not everyone can have robust health in our world, but health or sickness aren’t always the

problem. Some who are bedridden live the fullest and happiest lives. They agree with Paul.
“Not that I complain of want; for I have learned, in whatever state I am, to be content”
(Philippians 4:11). That’s life without limits, the abundant life provided only through Jesus
Christ.

Something to think about.

Peace,

Rev. Douglas Reble
Pastor, Zion Lutheran Church

SANCTUARY RESTORATION UPDATE
The month of June is upon us which means the restoration work
in the worship sanctuary (plastering and painting) is about to
begin. Here are some things you need to know.

Sunday, June 9 will be our last 10 AM worship service in the sanctuary. One week later,
Sunday, June 16 will be our first worship service in the Fellowship Hall, where we will
worship every Sunday until the work is complete.

On Tuesday, June 11, we need volunteers to come to the church at 9 AM, to help us move
the worship furnishings, hymn books, etc out of the sanctuary. We will store most of the
furnishings upstairs in the Sunday School classrooms for the summer. Tuesday evening,
June 11, the Worship and Music Committee will arrange the Fellowship Hall into our
worship space. On Monday, June 17 the scaffolding arrives and Applied Designs will begin
the work.

P.S. We are still accepting and needing gifts for the Sanctuary Restoration project.
If you have yet to contribute or if you are able to make a second mile gift, now
would be a good time. All gifts, of course, are eligible for a charitable tax
deduction. Thank you ever so much. To God be the glory!

SENIORS AT ZION
We have two events, in June, pertaining to our seniors at Zion. Please note:

Zion Table For Seniors: This beloved ministry which promotes fun, food, and friendship



takes on a decidedly different “flavour” as our program year comes to a close. We gather
at the Arden Park on Tuesday, June 18 at 12 noon. Luncheon cost for a roast beef dinner
is $16 per person. Please let Phyllis Jeffery (519-271-3668) or Doris Bartlett (519-271-
9622) know by Tuesday, June 12 by noon at the latest, so we can reserve your spot.

85+ Birthday: Once again, in what is a beloved tradition, at Zion, we
honour our members who turn 85 years or older in 2013 with a birthday
party on Thursday, June 20. A wonderful way to celebrate those
members of our church family who have been blessed with a long life.
There will be cake, special music and good fellowship. All the fun starts

at 2 PM. For more information, call AnneMarie Hausleitner at 519-271-4265.
        

WOMEN OF FAITH NEWS
Monday, June 3 - Board Meeting at 7 PM

Wednesday, June 26 is our monthly meeting. We will be heading up
to Wayne & Joanne Young’s cottage for supper from 5:30 - 6 PM. Then go to the Huron
County Play House to see the play Spamalot at 8 PM. Tickets are $36 each. Please contact
Joanne Young (519-271-3225) if you are planning to come.

Raffle tickets are now available. We will be selling tickets most Sundays, and tickets can
be bought from any of our WOF ladies. We will also be selling at different locations in the
city. This is also part of our Sanctuary Restoration Fundraiser. Please support our cause.
Draw for the Raffle will happen on June 16 immediately following the service.

Canadian Lutheran World Relief Living and Learning Kits: A big thank you to everyone
who has helped us with gathering items for these kits. We were able to make 36 kits which
are ready to be shipped as we speak. Thank You SO Much.

A special thank you to the person who donated a bag of Serta sheep stuffed animals and
also the person who donated a bag of hand made dolls. It was greatly appreciated!

Our Quilting Ladies also made and sent 9 quilts to Canadian Lutheran World Relief. Thank
you Ladies!!!

OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL NEEDS YOU!
Sunday School is now on summer break. But not for everybody! Our
Sunday School Co-ordinators, Mitzi Podann (519-662-4856) and Tina
Small (519-273-3860) have already begun to think and plan for next year.

We do know we need some new teachers. Why not put your love for God and your love for
children together and give Mitzi or Tina, a call to learn more and, perhaps to say yes! It
takes a special person to be a Sunday School teacher and that special person might just
be you.

FRIENDSHIP MEAL MINISTRY
Due to the sanctuary restoration project there will be no Friendship Meal,
at Zion, for June, July, and August. They will resume in September. This
gives our volunteers a well deserved rest. In the meantime, if you have any
questions regarding this ministry, please direct them to Sister Jean
Widmeyer at srjw@bell.net or 519-273-1810. She’d love to hear from you.

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that the Zion Lutheran Church Endowment Fund is devoted to
serving God and God’s people both in our congregation, in our community,
in our country, and around the world? Did you know that in the over 25 years
since the Endowment Fund was created with a $900,000 gift from the estate
of the son of Sophia Pauli, that due to prudent financial management, that
hundreds of thousands of dollars have been given to church and social

agencies to further their work?

To learn more about our Endowment Fund and how you too can leave a legacy of faith and
love, please speak to anyone of the Zion Lutheran Church Endowment Fund Committee.
We are: Dianne Yundt (chairperson), Gerald Cook (secretary), Mervyn Dietz (advisor), Bob
Gladding, Glen Querengesser, Fritz Steigmeier, or Rob Leifso, (ex-officio), Pastor Doug
Reble (ex-officio).

P.S. Over the coming newsletters, we will share with you some of the work that the
Endowment Fund has done for people in God’s name.

FALL BUS TRIP
The Congregational Life Committee is in the process of putting
together an excursion for members and friends of Zion. This bus trip
would happen in the fall and would take us to the Niagara region
that will include a tour of wineries and microbreweries and lunch
out, of course. We expect to keep the cost to around $100. To help
the Congregational Life Committee in their planning, please contact

Linda Weitzel at linda.weitzel@parkslivestock.com or 519-655-2855.
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Molly Elisabeth Aarts, daughter of Christopher
& Ashley on May 12
Ava Jane Young, daughter of Greg & Linda on
May 25

Margaret Wagner, April 19

CALLING ALL PENNY HOARDERS
If you have pennies lying around in jars, drawers, vehicles, in the
bottom of purses or in the cushions of your couch, please put them
to good use and donate them to the Zion Church Restoration
Project. There will be donation containers located at the back of

the church and in the church office. Please start your spring cleaning by clearing out all your
old pennies because “a lot of little pennies can make a big difference.” Thank you!!

JUNE 2013 VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers assist with our Sunday morning worship services. Listed below are those who
serve in June as a reminder and as a thank you for serving. 

Date Communion
Assistants

Greeters Readers Usher
Captains

Counting
Captains

June 2 Barb Higgins &
Wayne Hinz

Hailey Illman
& Torri-Lynn
Wilson

Tristan
Hartfiel

Ed Illman Bill Hoffard

June 9 N/A Ed &
Darlene
Illman

Mike Bondi Wayne Hinz Wendy
Holman

June 16 Darlene Illman &
Sister Anne
Keffer

Beryl Horst Nancy White Wayne Hinz Wendy
Holman

June 23 N/A Tim & Susan
Iredale

Sister Jean
Widmeyer

Jerry
Terhaerdt

Kurt Gough

June 30 N/A Paul & Janet
Jeffery

Brian Wilker Jerry
Terhaerdt

Kurt Gough

ZION CHURCH FINANCIAL REPORT
Current Benevolence

Monthly Requirements $27,543.00 $4,525.00
April Income         $19,757.65 $3,931.00
April Expenses       $25,408.96 $3,931.00

CURRENT FUND DEFICIT (as of April 30, 2013): $14,432.28

A Stewardship Thought 
This is Trinity Sunday, a day when we celebrate the ways God has been
made known to us. This has been revealed by God, and not by any
detective work on our part. These different ways of looking at God give
us a clearer picture of who God is.

But how do we know who we are? That’s an interesting question. One person who
answered it was a man named Rufus Bucher, an evangelist. He was an old Dunker, part
of the Pennsylvania Dutch. Rufus wore the plain garb and broad hat, and a long beard with
no mustache, after the manner of his people. He worked on his own farm, which was the
source of his living, but as a popular preacher he often rode the rails from one preaching
point to another.

One time, as he was riding a train home from a preaching engagement, he was stopped
by an earnest young man who asked him, “Are you saved?” According to the story, he
answered, “That is a good question, and deserves an answer. I think, however, I might be
prejudiced on my own behalf. You better go down to Quarryville (Pennsylvania) and ask
George Hensel, the hardware merchant, what he thinks about it. Or you might go to the
Mechanic Grove grocer or to one of my neighbours in Unicorn. While there, you might ask
my wife and children. I’ll be ready to let their answers stand as my own.”

Just as we know God in many ways, so we are known in many ways too. Every person we
know could tell a different story! In our congregation we know others and are known, partly
in the way we have chosen to reveal ourselves – through our honesty, our actions, our
manner of living, and our giving. Let part of your offering be a commitment to honestly
share the gift of who you are with others, and to receive that gift as well. Certainly then, if
asked, we can testify about our shared discipleship to others who may ask!

GLOBAL MISSION UPDATE
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, through your benevolence
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offerings, continues to support the work of the wider church in the area of Global Mission.
The commitment of our national church enables us to be engaged in this important ministry
through the following relationship:

K Through our own partnership with Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Global

Mission, ELCIC personnel can continue to serve in opportunities around the world. These
opportunities include the new Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) program. For the
2013-2014 program year, we will be in partnership with Canadian Lutheran World Relief to
sponsor an ELCIC youth participant to the YAGM program.

K We continue to partnership with the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern

Argentina to support the ministry done in the Patagonia area with Indigenous people.

K We also continue to partner with the Peruvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to support

the ministry done in the Amazon area with Indigenous people.

K ELCIC Global Mission provides support to schools run by the Evangelical Lutheran

Church in Jordan and the Holy Land and to the Garoua Bible School in Cameroon, Africa.

Thank you for your past and future support which has enabled this important ministry to
take place. Your support through prayers and your benevolence offerings is vital to our
ability to be actively engaged in this ministry in years to come.

CANADIAN LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
This month we share a good news story from our ministry partners
at Canadian Lutheran World Relief and a global encounter trip to
the Holy Land you may want to sign up for. Please note:

CLWR supports Bolivian families in increasing food production
Adelfa Correa greeted her visitors with a smile and a plate of tasty bananas, which were
grown with assistance from CLWR and one of CLWR’s Bolivian partners. CLWR staff met
Adelfa, of San Andres, Bolivia, earlier this year. She is one of several in her community to
benefit from CLWR-supported training in crop production. The training, which is provided
by Fundacion ARADO (Ploughshare Foundation), has allowed Adelfa and her family to
produce more food, reducing the threat of hunger. Extra produce can be sold to create
income. She is benefitting from the support of a local growing association, whose members
are involved in growing fruits like bananas, apples, pineapples, oranges, limes and lemons,
as well as beans, corn and cassava. Adelfa Correa and her family now grow bananas after
receiving CLWR-supported training. CLWR/A.Aguillon

CLWR 2014 Global Encounter to the Holy Land
CLWR will be hosting a Global Encounter to Palestine and Israel, from February 19-March
3, 2014. The encounter will provide an opportunity for participants to meet with CLWR
project partners in Palestine and experience some of the religious heritage sights and rich
culture of the region. We will see the quality care provided by the Augusta Victoria Hospital
in East Jerusalem, as well as the training offered to students at the Lutheran World
Federation’s Vocational Training program in Beit Hanina and Ramallah. We will also
engage with the Dar Al Kalima high school and college in Bethlehem and see the results
of CLWR support. There will be opportunities to spend time in the old city of Jerusalem and
participate in a religious pilgrimage to other parts of the West Bank. Come and join us for
what will be a rich experience that will make a permanent impression on all who participate!
The cost is estimated to be no more than $6,000, all inclusive (final budget and itinerary
pending). Please register by June 30, 2013 by contacting Tom Brook, CLWR Community
Relations Director, at tbrook@clwr.mb.ca A deposit of $1000 is required.

HOLY HUMOUR
Ah, how the world has changed. Sometimes you just have to laugh. As shared by one of
our Zion members. Off the Internet, of course!

Church Services in the Near Future
Pastor: Praise the Lord.
Congregation: Hallelujah!
Pastor: Can we please turn our tablet PC, iPad, cellphone, Kindle Bible to 1 Corinthians
13:13. And please switch on your Bluetooth to download the sermon.
Pastor: Let us pray, committing this week into God’s hands. Open your Apps, BBM, Twitter
and Facebook and chat with God.

Pastor: Please have your credit and debit cards ready as we shall now
take tithes and offerings. You can log on to the church Wi-Fi using the
password Lord909887. Ushers circulate mobile card swipe machines
among the worshipers. Those who prefer to make electronic funds
transfers are directed to computers and laptops at the rear of the church
and those who prefer to use iPads are allowed to flip them open. Those
who prefer telephone banking are allowed to take out their cellphones to
transfer their contributions to the church bank account. (The holy
atmosphere is truly electric as the cellphones, iPads, PCs and laptops

beep and flicker!).
Announcement: 
Secretary: This week’s cell meetings shall be held on the various Facebook group page
where the usual group chatting takes place. Please don’t miss out. Thursday’s bible
teachings will be held live on Skype at 1900 hrs GMT. Please don’t miss out. You can follow
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your Pastor on Twitter this weekend for counselling and prayers. God bless you and have
a wonderful week!

Confessions can be e-mailed to the church secretary’s inbox – please limit sins to a
maximum of 10 per week (bullet point format please). Penances will be dispensed in a
mass e-mail. Automated pre-recorded prayers for atonement are not allowed. Please turn
off your SPAM filters, and disable your out-of-office auto-reply. There will be a special
collection offering to upgrade our WiFi service router...thus providing a lightning fast direct
high speed connection to the Lord.


