
PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL
Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by?” – Lamentations 1:12.

Every train on the Long Island Rail Road that takes commuters to and from New York City passes

these words, which face the railroad tracks on a large Presbyterian church building in Queens.  I’m

not certain what motivated this congregation to put these words on their building, but I have to

admit that they have stayed in my mind long after I’ve stopped riding these trains.  The words are

from an Old Testament book of mourning, a communal lament as the people of Israel grieve their

losses.  They are the cries of a suffering people who are calling on those passing them by to “look

and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow, which was brought upon me, which the LORD inflicted

on the day of his fierce anger.”  I don’t know how many other commuters were struck by these

words, but I always found myself looking for them whenever I was traveling into Manhattan.

While these words do not adorn any of the church buildings in our city, this is

the message that we will hear this month as we enter into Holy Week and

once again are called to look upon the Cross of Jesus Christ, “upon which the

Prince of Glory died.”  Our celebration of Palm Sunday on March 20 will

quickly turn to the events that occurred later that same week, when our Lord

Jesus Christ celebrates his Last Supper with his disciples; is arrested,

convicted, and sentenced to death by Pontius Pilate; is crucified, died, and

buried on Good Friday; and rises from the dead on Easter Sunday, March 27.  As the Cross of Jesus

Christ is the central symbol of the Christian faith, our remembrance of our Lord’s death on the cross

is central to our observance of this most holy week of the church year.

Yet for too many people, the events of Holy Week are something they would prefer to “pass by.” 

It’s easy to go from the triumphal welcome of Palm Sunday to the celebration of new life on Easter

Sunday without also passing through the passion and death of Maundy Thursday and Good Friday;

yet there can be no resurrection on Easter Day without the crucifixion on Good Friday, as there can

be no new life for us if we no longer pass by the Cross of Christ but heed the call of Lent to “return
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to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast

love” (Joel 2:13).  If we choose to pass by the Cross on the way to the Empty Tomb, we run the risk

of a celebration of Easter devoid of the true Gospel of Christ’s Resurrection – an Easter that runs

the risk of becoming “nothing to you.”

Granted, it is difficult to face the reality of the Crucifixion; it is much easier to celebrate the joy of

Easter than the sorrow of Good Friday.  But as Jürgen Moltmann states in his book The Crucified

God, we cannot have the good news of the resurrection without the good news that on the Cross

our Lord Jesus Christ overcame the powers of death so that we might be united with Christ in a

resurrection like his:

· “The cross is not and cannot be loved.  Yet only the crucified Christ can bring the freedom

which changes the world because it is no longer afraid of death.  In his time the crucified

Christ was regarded as a scandal and as foolishness.  Today, too, it is considered old-

fashioned to put him in the centre of Christian faith and of theology.  Yet only when men

are reminded of him, however untimely this may be, can they be set free from the power

of the facts of the present time, and from the laws and compulsions of history, and be

offered a future which will never grow dark again.”

As we move through the season of Lent toward Holy Week and our observance of Good Friday, I

invite you to worship with us as we look upon the Cross of Christ, seeing “from his hands, his head,

his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down.”  Whenever we pass a cross this month, may the

words of the lamenting people of Israel challenge us to consider “is it nothing to you, all you who

pass by?”  May we as God’s people walk together through Holy Week, not passing by our Lord on

the Cross but heeding the call of Good Friday to “behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung

the Saviour of the whole world.”

“Look to Jesus, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding

its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.” (ELW Good Friday

Service).

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Jeff Laustsen

VICAR’S DEVOTIONAL
“WHY ARE WE HERE?”

Here is a question worth pondering - “Why do we come to church each Sunday to worship?”
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I think a fair bit about this question and I wonder if perhaps you do as well. It seems an important

question to consider and discuss.

Here are a few of my thoughts – why I worship:

I don’t worship for the sermon; I don’t worship for the singing; I don’t worship for

the prayers; I don’t worship for the blessings...alone.

I worship for the people of this church, to stand in solidarity with them for their

taking the time to drive here on a Sunday morning to be together before God,

even when they do not always feel like doing so. I worship for those who have

been coming to Zion all their lives and boldly say “this is my congregation, I belong

here”; but I also worship for newer members who feel welcomed here and want

to add their own gifts to this community. I worship for the youth and children who

can so move us with their authenticity and attentiveness during the children’s

story. I worship for those congregants who give freely and graciously of their time

and energy to ensure that this church functions smoothly and efficiently.

I come to worship and to grow in faith in communion with others.

I worship as prayer, that God will bless us with the faith and courage shown by

many among us who live with great hardship and come to church searching for

healing. I pray that God will use us as instruments of this healing.

I worship because I believe that we each have a part to play in each other’s

salvation narrative.

I worship because our “vertical” prayers become “horizontal” when we pray in

community.

I worship in order to add my voice to the singing voices of Zion – unsubstantial on

its own but somehow adequate when joined with the voices of the rest of the

community.

I worship for the silence that we share in sacred repose.

I worship to learn about God in community – through our wounds and

celebrations, sadness and joy, weddings and funerals.

Each week we walk into church with a kind greeting for each other and then we

sing, we listen to the readings, we hear the sermon, we pray, and we share the

peace – in our imperfect best...but with sincerity and an authentic desire to be

together before God. I believe that this desire to please God, however imperfect,

does indeed please God.

I worship because we were created to do so. Each week we leave the church

changed and I pray that each one of us may leave something of ourselves behind

which God might bless.

It is an honour and a privilege to stand together before God in worship as part of this community.

Yours in Christ, 

Vicar Albert

SERVICES FOR HOLY WEEK
Sunday of The Passion/Palm Sunday: Palm Sunday, March 20: 10 AM Holy

Communion; Distribution of Palms; Reading of the Passion - Luke.

Maundy Thursday: Maundy Thursday, March 24: 5:30 PM Maundy

Thursday Potluck; 7:30 PM Worship Service with Holy Communion;

Stripping of the Altar.

Good Friday: Good Friday, March 25: 10 AM Liturgy of Good Friday; Reading of the Passion

according to John; Prayers of Good Friday.

Easter Sunday, Resurrection of our Lord: Easter Sunday, March 27: 10 AM Holy Communion.

Sunday School is on holiday on Easter morning, so teachers and children can worship with their

family.

MAUNDY THURSDAY MEAL
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus ate a Passover meal with his

disciples. It was a meal of fellowship and love. There Jesus took a loaf of

bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples

saying, “This is my body, which is given for you.” Then Jesus took the cup,

saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.”



On Maundy Thursday at 5:30 PM, God’s people at Zion and friends will gather to share a meal of

love and fellowship. Worship with Holy Communion will follow in the sanctuary at 7:30 PM.

The meal is a potluck. In the spirit of fellowship, please bring a dish to share with your brothers and

sisters. Also, please bring your plates and cutlery. Enjoy the meal and fellowship.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER: MARCH 4
This year’s World Day of Prayer Service takes place on Friday, March 4, at 2

PM, at Parkview United Church, 470 Ontario St.  This is a community service

so please know all are welcome. Women, and, of course, men too.

The World Day of Prayer is an international ecumenical Christian laywomen’s initiative.  It is

celebrated annually in over 170 countries on the first Friday of March. The movement aims to bring

together women and men, of various races, cultures and traditions, in a yearly common Day of

Prayer, as well as in closer fellowship, understanding and action throughout the year.     

ZION WOMEN OF FAITH
Our Women of Faith Executive:

WOF President: Joanne Young; Secretary: Kathy Schellenberger; Treasurer: Ellen Wolfe;  Outreach

& Fellowship: Rita Mueller; Program Co-ordinator: Darlene Illman; Funeral Luncheon Co-Convenors:

Irene Ehgoetz & Bev Keutsch.

March 7: Board meeting at 7 PM

March 23: 7:30 PM WOF meeting

A special thank you to Linda Springer who has served as chairperson for the WOF for the past 4

years.

We are pleased to welcome Irene Ehgoetz and Bev Keutsch as our convenors for funeral luncheons

and appreciate our present and new kitchen helpers. With your help and support we are able to

continue this ministry. 

Thank you to Marlene McLaughlin, convenor and Joyce Lange who have retired. We appreciate all

your years of support. The executive will continue to meet as necessary and the first regular WOF

meeting will be held in March, 2016.

Respectfully Submitted, Joanne Young, WOF President

 FRIENDSHIP MEAL
Our Friendship Meal continues to serve people in need in our

community. We are now serving around 100 people a month which

unfortunately indicates that things are difficult for some people. As

Good Friday is March 25, there will be no Friendship Meal until Friday,

April 29 at 5 PM. Volunteers are needed to prepare, cook, serve, and

clean-up. That could mean you and you are welcome to help out. Indeed, we need you! Questions?

Please call Sister Jean Widmeyer (519-273-6810).

ZION TABLE FOR SENIORS
Our next gathering of Zion Table For Seniors, our ministry which promotes fun,

food, and friendship, takes place on Tuesday, March 22 at 12 noon. Please let

Doris Bartlett (519-271-9622) or Beryl Horst (519-276-3501) know by noon,

Monday, March 14  if you can attend. Lunch cost is only $12. Our after dinner entertainment will

be the musical group “The Millbank Five.”

EASTER FLOWERS
As is our custom, at Zion, donations will be accepted so the Women of Faith

group can purchase flowers and decorate the church for our Easter

celebrations. Please write “Easter Flowers” and your name on a separate

envelope and place it on the offering plate or bring it to the church office any

weekday morning. Donations will be accepted up to Palm Sunday, March 20.

Thank you kindly!



   
Joan McLean, February 4.

Julianne Smith, February 9.

Emma Lauren Bessey, daughter of Garett  & Karen on

February 28.

CAN YOU HELP???
VOLUNTEER NEEDED? We are looking for a volunteer to come in once
a month, for approximately 1 hour after the Friendship Meal (from 6 PM
to 7 PM) to take down the tables (which are now light to lift) and mop the
floor, then put up about 8 tables with chairs for Sunday morning
Fellowship Hour. With the Friendship Meal (which runs for about 8
months a year) serving about 80 to 100 guests, the floor is not
presentable for the Coffee Hour on Sunday mornings. Do you need
community hours or would you like an opportunity to help out your
church in this way? If this sounds like a volunteer area you would be
interested in, please call Paul Hansen at 519-393-6184.. Thank you! P.S.
This month’s Friendship Meal will be held on Friday, February 26,
at 5 PM. All volunteers are welcome.

MARCH 2016 VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers assist with our Sunday morning worship services. Listed below are those who
serve in March as a reminder and as a thank you for serving.

Date Communion
Assistants

Greeters Readers Usher
Captains

Counting
Captains

Mar 6  Judith
Hammond &
Vicar Albert

John & Luke
Fischer

Kurt Gough    
 

Ed Illman       Gerald Cook  

Mar 13 N/A Verne
Hammer

Isabel Cook Ed Illman Brian Gropp

Mar 20 Sister Jean
Widmeyer &
Linda Weitzel

Willie &
AnneMarie
Hausleitner

Marg Lamont Wayne
Yundt     

Brian Gropp

Mar 24 Rob Leifso &
Vicar Albert

Mike &
Wendy
Holman  

Dr. Jo
Knackstedt

Wayne
Yundt

N/A

Mar 27 David
Bennewitz &
Wayne Young

David &
Sheila Wittig

Marilyn
Sylvester 

Jerry
Terhaerdt

N/A        



ENDOWMENT FUND 101    
This is the third submission from the Endowment Fund Committee. As was stated in the December issue of

ZIONEWS, the purpose of these submissions is to help educate us all in understanding the purpose of

Endowment Funds. This submission will deal with primarily with how Zion Church specifically has benefited

from the original Endowment Fund. This information does not include funds disbursed under the Local,

National and International categories.  

Over the years, Grants were made with the congregation’s approval, whereby funds

were withdrawn from the principal, for Special Projects. They include the financing of

the Erie Street House (1989), Zion Refugee Family (1989), Renovation Fund (1994) and

(1997) the Pipe Organ Fund (1998). These Grants totaled $133,935.00. The Endowment

Fund also financed the purchase of the Parsonage on McGregor Street with the

congregation’s approval.

In addition, since 2003, one-half of the annual income from the Endowment Fund has

been allocated to the Internal Ministry Fund. Internal Ministry is defined as ministry

done by and for the membership. During this period, Zion Church received $178,000.00 approximately in the

Internal Ministry Fund from the Endowment Fund. The largest portion of these funds were used to cover

shortfalls in both the Current Operating Fund of Zion Church ($94,200.00) and our Benevolence Commitment

to the Synod Office ($65,590.00).

It is important to note that when we calculate the total income from the Current Operating Fund during this

period and compare it to the total funds transferred from the Internal Ministry Fund to cover our shortfalls in

the Current Operating Fund, the transfers from the Internal Ministry Fund amounts to approximately 3% of the

total overall income.

The Internal Ministry Fund has also provided funds for camperships to Camp Edgewood, counseling in time of

need, seminars and workshops, etc.

The income disbursed to our Church through the internal Ministry Fund, has enabled us to maintain all our

services even though our income has not always covered our expenses over the years. Also, during this same

period, it needs to be noted that when rental income from the City of Stratford for usage of our parking lot

across the street from our Church came to an end along with the exit of a major tenant, our overall income was

greatly affected.

As you can see from this report, Zion Church has been truly blessed in two ways financially. One, through our

Endowment Fund and two, through the continued faithfulness of our members’ financial stewardship.

In our next  submission, we will share detailed information as to the charities that have benefited locally,

nationally, and internationally from this first Bequest.


