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“Lest We Forget”
In the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, grace to you and peace.

Twenty years ago, this past summer I was called to be the pastor of Grace Lutheran Church in Eganville,
which is located on the Bonnecher River in the beautiful Upper Ottawa Valley. This was my second
parish in which to serve since my ordination to pastor ministry.

The call to Grace Church was somewhat out of the ordinary in that we had no church building in which
to worship. Its beautiful building with its memorable stained glass windows and majestic pipe organ had
burned to the ground four months before I arrived as pastor. Ironically, the day after I had preached in
the old church, as a guest preacher. Don’t ask.

One of the very first things I did upon my arrival was to check out the local Royal Canadian Legion
for their banquet hall was to be our gathering place for worship until the new church was built. We
ended up using it for almost two years and it served us well, the Legion to the rescue.

When I walked through the Legion for the first time, quiet on a weekday afternoon, my eyes
eventually came across a small plaque. This is what it said. “Soldiers and God have much in
common. Everyone calls on them in time of need, but when the going is good, they are forgotten.”
There is an element of truth to that statement.

On November 11  each year, our nation pauses for a few moments and remembers. Weth

remember the sacrifices of the tens of thousands of Canadians who lost their lives or were
wounded in the conflicts of the 20  century. They served and, yes, sometimes died, in theth

defence of our nationhood and of our freedom and of the values we hold dear.

We also remember the millions of victims of violence, whether they were civilians driven from their
homes or residents of bombed out cities, towns and villages. We remember the victims of war
wherever it happens, indeed, we remember all victims of inhumanity.

Of course, as the pastor of a Lutheran church, with its German heritage, I’m very much aware of
our members who immigrated from Germany and Europe after the Second World War and
through the 1950's. A number of these people experienced war in ways we never will and I know
these people remember as well. The act of remembrance brings together people who once were
enemies. And as we all remember it seems natural to say, “Never again.”

But our world is not perfect. It might be nice to envision a world without conflict, yet reality
convinces us that we live under constant threat of violence and that is why today we don’t only
remember the events of the 20  century but also of the 21 . September 11, Afghanistan, Iraq,th st

Israel and Palestine, the war on terror. Need I say more.

As citizens of planet Earth we are called upon to serve our communities in order to prevent open
conflict, in order to create conditions which allow us to live in peace. Canadians have been
leaders in the search for ways to minimize the threat of war and violence. The world has
recognized this leadership and twice the Nobel Peace Prize has been awarded for Canadian
peacekeeping efforts: first to the Foreign Minister Lester Pearson and years later when UN
Peacekeeping Forces were awarded this most prestigious prize. For over 60 years, Canadian



military personnel have served in hot spots around the globe. Some have lost their lives in that
service. Others have returned maimed in body or soul. They paid the price while serving on our
behalf and in the name of peace.

Remembrance Day is not an occasion to glorify death of those who died in the service of their
country or who were wounded. Rather it is a day to give thanks for their willingness to serve in
our time of need. I have not met anyone who was willing to face death willingly in order to seek
glory. But I have met many who were willing to serve without counting the cost – just like the
members of our Canadian Armed Forces did and continue to do.

That service was on our behalf and the price they paid and still pay, deserves a response and
more than a response to pause for a few minutes once a year. To remember means that we
dedicate ourselves to serve our families, our friends, our neighbours, our communities, and our
nation in whatever manner possible, in order to create an environment where we may live in
peace with one another. Let it be said that we are worthy of the sacrifices, which our service
members rendered.

That plaque in that Legion Hall in the Ottawa Valley said “Soldiers and God have much in
common. Everyone calls on them in time of need but when the going is good, they are forgotten.”
Let us never forget what the members of the Canadian Armed Forces have done and continue
to do. We will remember! AMEN.  


