
PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL
“These are a few of my favourite things.” – The Sound of Music

One way in which we can get to know another person is to ask them to list their “favourite

things,” those things that bring them joy and enrich their lives.  If you were to ask me about my

favourite things, my list would include the following:

· My favourite food is pizza (especially from the pizzeria at the end of my street at home).

· My favourite song (I have a lot of them) is “I Wanna Hold Your Hand” by the Beatles.

· My favourite childhood vacation destination was Culver Lake, where my Uncle Norman

and Aunt Alice had a cottage.

· My favourite movie is “The Producers” (the original version with Zero Mostel and Gene

Wilder).

· My favourite sports team is the New York Giants (who unfortunately aren’t doing very

well this season).

· My favourite Bible verse is Romans 8:38-39: “For I am convinced that neither death, nor

life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor

height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

It may not be surprising that a Lutheran pastor like myself would find his favourite Bible passage

from this letter of St. Paul, since Martin Luther considered it not only his favourite Biblical book

but the most important book in all of Holy Scripture.  As he translated the Bible into German,

Luther provided introductions to several Biblical books to assist readers in understanding works

that they were hearing in their native language for the first time.  Luther began his preface to

Romans with his explanation of why he considered this epistle not only his favorite but the most

important book of the Bible:
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· “This epistle is in truth the most important document in the New Testament, the gospel

in its purest expression.  Not only is it well worth a Christian’s while to know it word for

word by heart, but also to meditate on it day by day.  It is the soul’s daily bread, and can

never be read too often, or studied too much.  The more you probe into it the more

precious it becomes, and the better its flavour.”

As we prepare for next year’s 500  Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation, our Monday Bibleth

Study Class will begin studying this letter which contains many of the foundations of our

Lutheran understanding of the Christian faith.  The 95 Theses that

were posted on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg on

October 31, 1517 had their origins in Paul’s teaching on justification

by grace, which opposed the selling of salvation through the

indulgences which Luther disputed in his writings.  Our celebrations

of Reformation Sunday always include a reading from Paul’s epistle

that teaches us that “a person is justified by faith apart from works

prescribed by the law” (Romans 3:28).  It provides the reason behind why we can sing of God’s

“amazing grace,” because “God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ

died for us” (Romans 5:8), as the Apostle calls upon us to “not be conformed to this world, but

be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God

– what is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:2).

As the days grow shorter and the darkness of nighttime increases in this season, may the light

of God’s Word that comes to us through this favourite book of the Bible continue to be “a lamp

to my feet and a light to my path.” (Psalm 119:105).

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Jeff Laustsen

http://www.zionstratford.com
mailto:zionlc@golden.net


NO END IN SIGHT
There is an unbearable beauty that surrounds us

silent

radiant

unquenchable

It proclaims the colour of the trees

as an echo

The recital of the birds

as a symphony

The ripple of the water

as a flicker of truth

Where do we linger when we turn

away from such beauty -

even as eternity drips like dew

from the very blade of grass

we step across?

For just a moment stop

Breathe holiness 

into your lungs

Feel the sacred light of life

stir your heart

Experience 

the presence 

of God.

In this moment

there is no end

in sight.

(inspired by an early morning walk in September)

by Vicar Albert Romkema

HIGHLIGHTS FROM CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
A Conflict of Interest Policy was adopted by Congregational Council on

September 21, 2016. The Policy is printed in this newsletter as well as

posted on the bulletin boards and on Zion’s website.

The annual pig roast for Rally Sunday has been postponed due to the kitchen renovations and

will take place on the same Sunday as dedication of the new kitchen.

The Property Committee is investigating options for replacing the dead grass in the courtyard

in the Spring.

At a special Congregational Council meeting, the motion was passed to complete all kitchen

counters, including the island, with new laminate counter tops as approved by the Property

Committee as recommended by the Women of Faith.

Contrary to our original understanding from the city in June that a building permit was not

required, the kitchen renovations are on hold until a building permit is received from the city.

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY
On Sunday, November 6, our parish, together with Christians around the world

celebrates the Festival of All Saints. A time to celebrate the triumph of the Lord

of Life Jesus Christ over the powers of death, the day is traditionally the time

Christians remember those by name who have died since the last All Saints’ Day.

Indeed it is a good time to remember all our loved ones who have died and to

praise our Lord for his victory over death and the grave. Come and worship!

CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH, STRATFORD, ON
Purpose:

The Church, as a ministry initiated and sustained by God, has a mandate to conduct all of its

affairs ethically and above reproach both in the sight of God and people.  Such a mandate

includes a commitment to operate with the highest level of integrity and to avoid conflicts of

interest that either directly or indirectly result in material personal advantage or privilege.

Members of the Congregational Council of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church (hereinafter



referred to as “the Church”), members of the congregation’s committees, and employees of the

congregation (hereinafter referred to as “members and/or employees”) have a duty to conduct

themselves in an ethical, lawful and professional manner. When the personal or professional

concerns of a member or employee affect his/her ability to put the welfare of the Church before

personal benefit or may cause the possibility of the member or employee to put personal

benefit before the welfare of the Church, conflict of interest exists. All members and employees

shall make every effort to avoid conflict of interest or the appearance of conflict of interest.

Scope:

Conflict of interest arises in a transaction or significant relationship in which a member or

employee realizes a direct or indirect gain of a commercial nature, or receives a direct or

indirect significant advantage or privilege in connection with any such transaction or significant

relationship.

Policy:

No member or employee of the Church shall have a conflict of interest with regard to business

conducted in the name of the Church. A conflict of interest exists where a situation would

influence, or would have the appearance of influencing, the conductor judgment of any member

or employee of the Church.

A member or employee who has a conflict of interest shall declare the conflict when a meeting

agenda is being approved if possible, or at the first opportunity.

Those who declare a conflict of interest may neither speak to nor vote on motions or

amendments concerning the matter on which they have made the declaration and shall be

excluded from the meeting room during the discussion. Members or employees who declare

a conflict of interest shall not attempt to exert personal influence with respect to the matter

either at or outside the meeting.

Those who abstain from participation or leave the meeting because of their declared conflict

of interest are still included as present in determining where there is a quorum.

The minutes of all meetings must record all declarations of conflict of interest.

Members of the Church are not precluded from selling goods, materials, or services to the

Church, provided this activity is consistent with generally accepted competitive commercial

practices.

Amyah Maizey Lugsdin, daughter of Nick & Lorrie on October 2.

Adopted by the Congregational Council of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church September 21,

2016.

ZION TABLE FOR SENIORS
Zion Table For Seniors, a beloved ministry at Zion promoting fun, food, and friendship, will be

held on Tuesday, November 22 at 12 noon. Please let Doris Bartlett (519-271-9622) or Beryl

Horst (519-276-3501) know by Monday, November 14 if you can attend. Lunch cost is only $12.

A deal by any name!

                              

P.S. Sign up date for the Seniors’ Christmas Dinner is by Monday, December

5, 10 AM. The Christmas Dinner will be held on Tuesday, December 13 at

12 noon. 

YOU ARE INVITED! To a Composers Concert on
Saturday, November 5 at 3 PM. Come join Marco
Burak and friends Michel Allard, and Michael
Dobinson as they present a concert of new music,
mostly for piano. Free-will offering, with proceeds

going to Zion’s Friendship Meal Program.



ZION WOMEN OF FAITH
Please mark your calendar with these dates:

Monthly Meeting on Wednesday, November 23 at 7:30 PM in the

parlour. “Spanish Night” - Come and see what life is like in Spain.

Saturday, December 3 at 9 AM in the parlour. Packing of shut-in baskets.

Sunday, December 4 our Annual Christmas Dinner. Punch @ 4:30 PM; Dinner @ 5 PM. Cost is

$20. Tickets are available now from Joanne Young 519-271-3225 or Ellen Wolfe 519-749-5341.

A sign up sheet will be placed at the back of the church for donations of cookies for shut-in

baskets. Please drop off by 9 AM, Friday, December 3 in the parlour. We would appreciate 2

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT
“Honour the Lord with thy substance and with the
first fruits of all thine increase.” Proverbs 3:9

Stewardship is intended to include our substance.

We wish to acknowledge God as Sovereign in our lives and the giver of all that we

have. Stewardship is offering of all we have and are to our Creator. Our time, our

talents, our material wealth, and our commitment to the earth, to God’s justice

and to the preservation of God’s grace filling presence on earth.

Stewardship is a unique combination of our responsibility of managing all that we

are entrusted with and at the same time never allowing us to exercise the rights

of ownership.

May we be granted wisdom as we faithfully share our substance.

dozen of each, if possible. Many thanks for your support.

We are still looking for people to help on the flower committee. Call Linda Springer if interested.

Eternity for Today - Would you like to receive this devotional booklet at home? Call Linda

Springer 519-273-2093, if you would like to subscribe to this very inspiring devotional booklet. 

THANK YOU to everyone who helped in any way to decorate the sanctuary for

Thanksgiving and a special thank you to Norma Hansen who oversees the decorating.

Zion WOF welcomes all ladies to attend our monthly meetings.

Joanne Young, WOF President 

NOVEMBER VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers assist with our Sunday morning worship services. Listed below are those who serve

in November as a reminder and as a thank you for serving.

Date Communion

Assistants

Greeters Readers Usher

Captains

Counting

Captains

Nov 6 Wayne Young &

David

Bennewitz

Craig & Lisa

Wesson

Isabel Cook Jerry

Terhaerdt

Liz Forrest

Nov 13 N/A Glen & Fern

Schaefer

Mindy

Gough

Jerry

Terhaerdt

Linda

Weitzel

Nov 20 Ed Illman &

Vicar Albert

Romkema   

Bob & Heather

Wickenheiser

Linda

Springer

Tom

Cosstick

Linda

Weitzel

Nov 27 N/A David & Sheila

Wittig

Janine

Pearson

Tom

Cosstick

Andrew

Ehgoetz




