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PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL
“GOD BE WITH YOU”

A young mother hoists her six year old up onto the first step of the school bus
“Goodbye,” she says.

A father on the phone with his son, who is in first year university, has just finished
bawling him out for his poor grades. There is mostly silence at the other end of the line
“Well, goodbye,” the father says.

When the girl at the airport hears the announcement that her plane is starting to board,
she turns to the boy who is seeing her off. “I guess this is goodbye,” she says.

The noise of the traffic almost drowns out the sound of the word, but the shape of it
lingers on the old man’s lips. He tries to look vigorous and resourceful as he holds out
his hand to the other man. “Goodbye.” This time they say it so nearly in unison that it
makes them both smile.  

It was a long while ago that the words, “God be with you” disappeared into the word
“goodbye,” but every now and again some trace of them still glimmers through.

On Sunday, June 2, as most of you know, I resigned as pastor of Zion
Lutheran Church, Stratford to accept the call to serve as Assistant to the
Bishop of the Eastern Synod of our Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada. My last Sunday, at Zion, will be September 15. In my time
remaining as your pastor, let our word to each not be goodbye but God be
with you. “For God is and ever shall be.”

Peace be with you,
                  
Rev. Douglas Reble
Pastor, Zion Lutheran Church

“TO THE PEOPLE OF ZION”
On Sunday, June 2, at morning worship, Pastor Doug read the following letter to the
congregation. We share it with you now as some were not able to be present on that
day:

To The People Of Zion:

In the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, grace to you and peace!

After much soul searching and prayerful deliberation, I announce to
you my decision to resign as pastor of Zion Lutheran Church,
Stratford. I have been called to serve as Assistant to the Bishop of
the Eastern Synod of our Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada.
I accepted that call this week.

My time with you, as your pastor, will end on September 15, 2013. As that is a
Sunday, that will be my last time in the pulpit as your pastor. Somehow after 18
years of preaching here, at Zion, it seems so very fitting to end where I began in
September of 1995.

Since this call no doubt comes as a surprise to many of you as it did to me, I feel
I need to make a comment or two. My reason for saying yes to this call can best
be summed up in the words “change” and “challenge.” Yes, change. I have been
privileged to do pastoral ministry in a parish setting for 29 years. I simply
recognize that at this point in my life and vocation it is time for a change. As you
know we often form our lives in certain routines, doing business as usual. You
know I resist change even when I recognize the need for it. That’s why I admire
the story of the paralytic in Mark’s Gospel. When Jesus told him to stand up and
walk, he had the courage to do so. Jesus asked him not only to change pace but
to do something he certainly was not used to doing. I feel called after all these
years to change my routines, to do something I have never done before, and to
enter areas I could never have imagined. Yes, change can be difficult for me but
I do recognize when it needs to happen and that time is now. I am humbled and
grateful for this opportunity to take up a new challenge.

I suspect some of you will experience a range of feelings in response to this
news. Some of the feelings will range from confusion to anger to disbelief to
apathy to relief to who knows what. That is normal and to be expected. If there is
anger, I would ask that you direct it to me alone. No one from Bishop Michael



Pryse, synod office or at Zion forced me to make this decision. It was up to me
alone. I feel I have made the right decision. If you would like to speak with me
about my leaving Zion Church and perhaps to vent some feelings, please get in
touch with me. We can arrange to get together.

But now a word from my heart.

I want you to know how much Zion Lutheran Church has been home for me and
my family. You have nurtured Sharon and, in earlier days, Mark and Lukas, with
your love and care. It has been a joy to be your pastor. A privilege to be your
friend.

As I reflect on the prospect of moving to synod office, if not from the Stratford
community, I also affirm in my heart that Zion will always remain “my church.” A
lasting bond has been formed by all that we have shared together. You will always
have a special place in my heart, as I trust I will have in yours. Sharon would
readily agree with me.

God calls me on a new journey. As I prepare to make this transition and you begin
the process of finding a new pastor, which can take time, let us all pray that we
will be sensitive to God’s presence and even more responsive to God’s guidance.
By having drawn more closely to God, we will be drawn even more closely to each
other.

There will be a time for personal farewells later. Let this word be enough for now.

Peace be with you,

Rev. Douglas Reble
Pastor, Zion Lutheran Church

THE CALL PROCESS
Of course, with the resignation of Pastor Doug as pastor of Zion
Lutheran Church, it is only natural to wonder what comes next.
Specifically, how does Zion begin the process of finding a new pastor?
The Dean of the London Conference, the Rev. Richard Brown, will meet
with the Zion Church Council during the month of June. The purpose of
that meeting will be to facilitate an exit interview with Pastor Doug, to

introduce the Eastern Synod Call Process, to explain the Congregational Profile that the

Church Council will have to compile. As well, the Church Council in consultation with
Bishop Michael Pryse will decide on whom the interim minister will be in this time of
vacancy. A Call Committee made up of Zion members will have to be struck. Yes, this
all takes time.

It also takes prayer. The best way you can support the Church Council, at this time, is
to keep them in your prayers. In this time of change and transition, ask for peace and
wisdom to bless the congregation and its leaders. Please be ever mindful of the
responsibilities entrusted to the Church Council and the Call Committee. May the Lord
bless them and keep them.

THANK YOU PASTOR KAREN
Pastor Karen Kuhnert last Sunday with us as our pastoral assistant will be
Sunday, July 28. Since last September, she has served our congregation
by preaching and worship leadership, teaching our first year Confirmation
class, visiting in hospital and nursing and retirement homes. Pastor Karen
has been a blessing to us in this place and in this time. She has brought

us energy, wisdom, spiritual guidance, and an effervescent faith. For all that we say,
thank you Pastor Karen.

For those of you who are not on holidays, on Sunday, July 28, we know Pastor Karen
would love to see you at worship on that day. Her chance and our chance, to say “God
be with you.” Plan to be with us, if at all possible.

WOMEN OF FAITH
Summer is fast approaching us and the ladies are winding down for the summer.

Congratulations to all our winners for the Zion Women of Faith Raffle. The winners are:
Queen Size Quilt: Ticket #0409 - Marion Ney; Baby Quilt: Ticket #0188 -
Pamela Bartlett; Cozyn’s Gift Certificate: Ticket #0812 - M. Baier; M &
M Gift Certificate & BBQ Set: Ticket #0725 - Stu Baker. Thank you to all
who supported us in this project. We do not have the exact amount at
this time, but we are over the $1,000. Thanks also to Joanne Young,
Rita Mueller, Ed & Darlene Illman who supplied the extra raffle prizes.

Your are a blessing to all of us.

In closing I would like to wish you all a very safe and restful summer. Enjoy all of God’s
blessings.



SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED
Though Zion’s Sunday School is on summer break that doesn’t stop
people from preparing for the upcoming year which begins in
September. Plans are already well underway and there will be lots of
new events and activities to look forward to, not to mention some
curriculum changes to meet our needs.

Of course, we need some new teachers to join the ones who are remaining. The
curriculum and activities look great and you may want to sign on. A wonderful way to put
your love for God and God’s children together and a great way to say thanks for all of
God’s blessings.

To say “yes” to teaching or for more information before you say yes, our Sunday School
co-ordinators would love to hear from you. Please contact  Mitzi Podann at
mitzianddoug@sympatico.ca or 519-662-4856 or Tina Small at kerbysmall@yahoo.ca
or 519-273-3860.

CONGRATULATIONS ARE IN ORDER
Two members of our Zion Church family have, after much work and
dedication been letting their light shine. Jennifer Wirt, our former
Director of Music, has gone through the Examining Committee of our
Easter Synod of our Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, having

completed a fulfilling internship at St. James Lutheran Church, Elmira. She now awaits
her first call. As well, Anna Gough, recently graduated from Grade 7, is starring in this
year’s Stratford Festival production of “Fiddler On The Roof.”

Jennifer and Anna, your church family is proud of your accomplishment. May God bless
you in all the ways you need.

ENDOWMENT FUND AT WORK!

Did you know that the Zion Lutheran Church Endowment Fund is devoted
to serving God and God’s people both in our congregation, in our
community, in our country and around the world? For example, this year
a donation of $700 was given to Homes For Hope. This donation was
used for the building of shelters for needy families in the hurricane

devastated area of Los Lajos, El Salvador. As well, our Endowment Fund supported the
work of Salvation Army. This donation goes toward their family service programs which
includes their food bank, ongoing assistance for clothing, transportation and furniture.

To learn more about our Endowment Fund and how you can leave a legacy of faith and
love, please speak to Dianne Yundt, or Mervyn Dietz, chairperson and advisor to the
Endowment Fund Committee. They’d love to hear from you.

ZION CHURCH FINANCIAL REPORT
Current Benevolence

Monthly Requirements $27,543.00 $4,525.00
May Income $17,926.32 $3,121.00
May Expenses $27,252.22 $3,121.00

CURRENT FUND DEFICIT (as of May 31, 2013): $24,474.65

Zion Church is a large congregation that needs the support of
everyone to meet the commitments we approved in our budget.
Summer is now upon us and when people are away, the offerings
also tend to take a vacation. As you can see, we have a deficit in our

current fund which is for our day-to-day expenses. We need your help. We encourage
everyone to give out of their blessings so we can make up the shortfall!

If you are traveling, over the holidays, simply forward your offering envelope (cheques
only, don’t mail cash) to our church office. Zion Lutheran Church, 202 Erie St., Stratford,
ON N5A 2M8. You may also drop your envelope off any weekday morning. The best
way, for sure, is to bring them, along with yourself to our 10 AM worship service.

P.S. Of course, another option to ensure your financial commitments to God’s church
are met through the POP program (Pre-Authorized Offering Program). To sign
up please contact Terry at the church office and she’ll get you started. A
wonderful easy way to share your blessings with others.

mailto:mitzianddoug@sympatico.ca
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Mary Kalbfleisch, May 31

JULY AND AUGUST VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers assist with our Sunday morning worship services. Listed below are those who
serve in July and August as a reminder and as a thank you for serving.

Date Communion
Assistant

Greeters Readers Usher
Captains

Counting
Captains

July 7 N/A Robert & Bev
Keutsch

Wayne
Young

Tom
Cosstick

Jean
Edmonds 

July 14 N/A Rob & Lesley
Illman

Anne
Cooper  

Tom
Cosstick 

Jean
Edmonds  

July 21 Linda
Springer &
Rob Leifso

Jeanette Lamb
& Ken
McDonald

Marilyn
Wells 

Darrell
Renecker

Brian Stever  

July 28 N/A Audrey Miller   
 

Sister
Jean
Widmeyer

Darrell
Renecker

Brian Stever  

Aug 4 Marilyn
Sylvester &
Sister Jean
Widmeyer

Steve & Marg
Lamont

Sharyn
Cheney   

Brian
Wilker

Liz Bomasuit

Aug 11 N/A Sherry Malcho 
     

Heather
Bonn     

Brian
Wilker 

Liz Bomasuit  

Aug 18 N/A Steve & Marg
Lamont  

Liz
Bomasuit 

Mike
Bomasuit

Rob Leifso       

Aug 25 N/A Samantha
McKay              
   

Maria
Doherty   

Mike
Bomasuit

Rob Leifso  

WLS WOMEN’S AUXILIARY
The Women’s Auxiliary of Waterloo Lutheran Seminary will be
holding their 100  annual meeting on Wednesday, September 25th

at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Waterloo from 9:30 AM to 4 PM.
The guest speaker is Dr. Kristine Lund, Assistant Principal of
Waterloo Lutheran Seminary who will be speaking about the new
Delta Globe Centre: A Place for Wholistic Creative Healing. The
cost for the event is $20 which includes registration and lunch.
For more information, please contact Brenda Stockman at
dbstockman@rogers.com or 519-747-5840. Come out and enjoy
a wonderful day of uplifting music, worship, and fellowship.

LUTHERAN-ANGLICAN JOINT ASSEMBLY
More than 800 Anglicans, Lutherans, and partners will gather at the
Ottawa Convention Centre July 3 to 7, 2013, for a historic joint national
meeting.

Inspired by the theme “Together for the love of the world,” members of
the Anglican Church of Canada and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada will gather for worship and decision-making on areas of shared
work, including mission and development.

Several key events will highlight the churches’ commitment to God’s mission in the
world. Anglicans and Lutherans will be invited to make statements on two priority social
justice issues: affordable housing and responsible resource extraction. On July 6,
Anglican and Lutheran youth from Ottawa are to lead people at the assembly to
Parliament Hill where they will participate in an act of public witness and worship.

The Anglican Church of Canada and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada share
a unique “full communion” relationship. In the 2001 Waterloo Declaration the churches
recognized their shared heritage and future. They share in the Eucharist, use each
other’s liturgies, and Anglican and Lutheran clergy may serve interchangeably in either
church.

In a welcoming letter on the Joint Assembly website, www.jointassembly.ca the co-chairs
of the Joint Anglican-Lutheran Commission, the Very Rev. Peter Wall and Bishop
Michael Pryse, celebrate the Anglican-Lutheran collaboration that has happened in the
12 years since the Waterloo Declaration: “Our bishops meet together regularly;
congregations, conferences, deaneries, dioceses, and synods all live out our Lord’s

mailto:dbstockman@rogers.com
http://www.jointassembly.ca


fervent wish ‘that all may be one.’”

“It is therefore with a real sense of excitement that we approach this first-ever joint
national gathering.”

Select parts of Joint Assembly will be held separately, including elections and
discussions about specific church business such as governance. Both churches will use
electronic voting technology for on-the-floor elections and polls.

Guests at Joint Assembly include keynote speaker the Rev. Dr. Christopher Duraisingh,
Episcopal Divinity School; the Rev. Dr. Olav Fykse Tveit, General Secretary of the World
Council of Churches; the Rev. Martin Junge, General Secretary of the Lutheran World
Federation; the Rev. Canon Dr. Alyson Barnett-Cowan, Director for Unity, Faith, and
Order, Anglican Communion; the Rev. Canon Kenneth Kearon, Secretary General of the
Anglican Communion; Bishop Mark Hanson, Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, and Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori, Presiding Bishop of
the Episcopal Church.

All are asked to remember the Joint Assembly delegates with your prayers. May God
guide National Bishop Susan Johnson of our Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada
and Archbishop Fred Holtz, Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada in their work
presiding over the assembly.

Zion Church will be represented by Franklin Famme and Pastor Doug. They ask for your
prayers as well.

 A GOOD NEWS STORY FROM CLWR
The history of Lutheran education dates back to the Reformation itself.
Some scholars would say the Reformation was as much concerned
with education as it was with church and home. Martin Luther noted
that “when schools flourish, all flourishes.” He proposed turning

monasteries into schools and was instrumental in establishing schools in various towns, including
Eisleben, where he died in 1546.

Today this strong tradition plays out in communities across Canada and, thanks to support from
Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR), in the Middle East. CLWR plans to direct $100,000 over
the next two years to assist the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land
(ELCJHL) with its Lutheran schools program. The ELCJHL operates four schools with a total
enrollment of 2,000 students. These, along with those operated by other Christian organizations
and churches, educate 10 percent of the student population in the West Bank and East Jerusalem.

Lutheran involvement in education in this part of the world dates back to the mid-19th century
when English and German missionaries established a school for Arab girls, the first of its kind in
Palestine.

CLWR’s funding will focus on Dar al-Kalima Evangelical Lutheran School in Bethlehem. Founded
in 1860, the school began a significant restoration and renewal program in 2000 which added
science labs, a reception area, and space for staff and administration to better serve its students. 

Like other ELCJHL schools, Dar al-Kalima boasts a diverse student body. Its kindergarten to
Grade 12 programs are co-educational with girls comprising 46 percent of the student body.
Nearly 60 percent of the school’s 304 students come from Muslim families – a testimony to the
ELCJHL’s mission of serving its community members regardless of gender, race, ethnicity or
religion.

Unique to the Dar al-Kalima educational experience is its Complimentary Program which helps
achieve the ELCJHL schools’ holistic educational approach. During the last hour of the school day
students choose from a wide variety of courses and clubs appealing to their personal interests and
talents. These include sports, cultural classes and personal growth opportunities not usually
available in their neighbourhoods. Through this program and the regular academic curriculum, Dar
al-Kalima and its staff of 29 strive to create an environment for interfaith dialogue that promotes
peaceful co-existence among all people, including harmony and tolerance among Palestinians,
both Christian and Muslim.

The long-term goal is to produce graduates who will serve their communities as well-educated
leaders and visionaries, displaying tolerance and being capable of engaging in constructive
planning for Palestine’s future.

Although the school charges tuition, the fees currently cover only one-half of the educational cost.
As well, Dar al-Kalima and other Lutheran schools accept many students whose families simply
can’t afford to pay full fees. About one-half of the students receive some form of financial
assistance from a tuition fee exemption fund. With assistance from overseas partners like CLWR,
the schools can continue offering excellence in education for many young Palestinians.

Through its school program, the ELCJHL provides an ever-present witness to a faith that seeks
peace and justice in an oft-troubled region of the world. By supporting the work of CLWR, you are
a part of that witness.


