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“no fault love” 
In the Name of God: the Father who made us, the Son who redeemed us, and the Spirit who gives
us life. Amen.

Do you ever wonder where these readings that are read in worship Sunday morning come from?
In 1992 twenty denominations of christian churches, ours included, came together and, using past
reading formats, put together the one we use now throughout the church year. That means that
most of Stratford's churches this morning are also reading these readings today. That means that
you can ask your Roman Catholic neighbour, “Did you hear the song of David's grief for Saul and
Jonathan?” When they say, “No, we heard a reading from Lamentations, or Wisdom.” Then you
can say, “Hutch didn't know what he was talking about.”

Not exactly. In the summer months we can use 'semi-continuous' readings where the first reading
and the Psalm are different from the normal ones. The purpose of this was to acquaint the listeners
with more unfamiliar parts of the Old Testament. Sounds confusing but over all, in the course of
a year, these readings are meant to touch every aspect of God's life with us, Advent to Pentecost,
and from Pentecost to Advent our life with God as we live it day to day.

These readings from Scripture are food for life and meant for the daily consumption of our
souls. So, in the words of an old prayer, “read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them”: ask
questions, put us pastors to work, discuss them, explore them together. Don't be afraid to read your
Bible and be seen reading it!

Here are some thoughts that come from my studying, pondering, and praying over these readings
for today. The first reading is a story from David's life. We remember stories of David from Sunday
School: David and Goliath, David soothing King Saul with his music, David and Bathsheba, Psalms
of David. The story this morning is of a grieving David, one which we may not have heard before.
King Saul and his son, Jonathan, were killed in a battle in which Israel was defeated. When David
heard the news, “he took hold of his clothes and tore them; and all the men who were with
him did the same. They mourned and wept, and fasted until evening for Saul and his son
Jonathan, and for the army of the Lord and for the house of Israel”. The depth of grief David
felt was expressed in the poem he lamented. The loss of Jonathan his bosom friend tore at his
soul. “Jonathan lies slain upon your high places. I am distressed for you, my brother
Jonathan; greatly beloved were you to me; your love to me was wonderful, passing the love
of a woman.”

Why read a story of grief in a time of worship? Grief is a part of our lives also. Today some of us
still grieve recent losses, some of us remember, some of us have not yet experienced this intensity
of grief. Grief is part of life, life given to us by God, and along with it the capacity to grieve. It is the
cry of the soul to its Maker for mercy in the face of death. In the cry of pain God gives mercy. And
so the next line of the story reads, “After this David inquired of the Lord”. Reminds me of a
quote I read in St. Peter's, Brodhagen, newsletter.

“The task ahead of us is never as great as the Power behind us.”

The second reading from 2 Corinthians has nothing to do with David. It is an appeal by St. Paul to



the Corinthian Christians to complete a “generous undertaking”, the gathering of money, by the
Gentile churches for the Jewish church in Jerusalem undergoing persecution. Its like the appeals
made through Canadian Lutheran World Relief for natural calamities and war torn areas in the
world. What is significant about this appeal is that Paul appeals to what God has given us, our
eternal salvation, as the motive for our giving, “the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become
rich.” And so we are rich, whether rich or poor financially, rich in life, thanks be to God! By God's
grace we are all able to give, give graciously, because we love the peoples of the world as God
loves us, and them too. Paul uses the example of Israel, when they gathered manna in the
wilderness of Sinai for food. “The one who had much did not have too much, the one who had
little did not have too little.” In other words God cares for us. We have the capacity, rich or poor,
to care for one another.

Now we come to the Gospel reading, another story different from the other two. It is a beautiful,
heart warming story of two healings, the 12 year old daughter of the leader of a synagogue who
was dying, and a woman, suffering from hemorrhages for 12 years, an outcast of society because
of it. Jesus was at the heart of both. In the press of crowds around him, as he was going to the
home of the leader of the synagogue, Jesus said, “Who touched my clothes?” In fear and
trembling the woman with the hemorrhage, who knew she had broken Jewish law, confessed and
heard the words that affirmed her healing and her faith, “Daughter, your faith has made you well,
go in peace and be healed of your disease.” At the home of the leader of the synagogue,
although his daughter was declared dead Jesus, with Peter, James and John and the girl's parents,
went into the room. Jesus took the girl by the hand and said to her, “Little girl, get up.” He
ordered her parents to tell no one and told them to get her something to eat. I believe Jesus was
protecting her young life from the abuse that would come from the story of her healing being told. 

The healing presence of God in our lives is a beautiful, heartwarming gift that gives strength to our
souls and peace in the illnesses we have even when we are not always healed in this life. There
is a quality in Jesus that I discovered in these readings for today that invites us all to examine
ourselves before God and know the delivering power of God's grace. It occurred to me, although
I can't say this for sure, that Jesus never found fault. He challenged for truth, called a sin a sin,
alerted people to the judgment they brought upon themselves, but I believe Jesus never found fault.
What does that say to us who find fault in so many ways and yet say we follow the way of Christ?
Can we remove finding fault from our living and live like Christ?

That brings me to the Psalm for this day. “Out of the depths I cry to you, O lord. Lord, hear  my
voice! . . . If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But there is
forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered. I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in
his word I hope;” A statement in a novel I'm reading twigged me to this awareness of Jesus not
finding fault says, “The truest grace is not to forgive but to have never found fault” The story of
David's grief and our own awareness of the griefs we have, the abundant life we have in Christ to
give graciously whether we are rich or poor, and the healing presence of God in our living are free
from fault. By grace, grace that not only forgives but never finds fault, we are saved, through faith,
God's gift for our abundant living. Amen.


