
May 17, 2014      Rev. Robert Hutchison 

“Disconnect”  

In the Name of God: the Father who made us, the Son who redeemed us, and the 

Spirit who gives us life. Amen. 

“This is where I disconnect”, Sandros replied as we stood on a cliff 180 metres 

above the Atlantic Ocean. Earlier as Sandros drove us through the miles of rugged 

Algarve terrain in a bumpy, equally rugged Jeep on our Sagres west coast tour as we 

drove up to the cliff on which we stood he had said, “This is my most favourite place in 

all of Portugal.” And so, as we stood there, and I remembered the passion with which he 

spoke those words, I asked him. “Do you come here to pray?” “This is where I 

disconnect”, he replied. Waving back toward the city of Lagos from which we came he 

continued, “I leave that behind and. . .” I can't remember his his words exactly but he said 

something about rediscovering the meaning of life for himself and where that life comes 

from. 

Much has happened in the last 4 years since I entered 'full' retirement and 

disconnected from full-time and interim pastoral ministry. That means I will lead the 

occasional worship like today and help out here and there with pastoral service when I'm 

asked. I thank you and Pastor Jeff for this opportunity today. The fact is, I am still a 

pastor, but I needed to do some disconnecting. I needed to disconnect from 

congregational leadership because that belongs to Pastor Jeff, or Pastor Doug, or whoever 

the called pastor may be. The Eastern Synod also helped out bydisconnecting retired 

pastors from participation in synod life when it decided that retired clergy could no 

longer be delegates and participate in synod assembly. Does that mean we must stop 

being pastors, a calling many of us experience as life long? At first it felt that way but a 

colleague began to frame our place in the church – 'Retired: with call'. The call is the 

connecting point, not the congregation or the synod. These disconnections were 

necessary so that I could realize a reconnection, 'Retired with call' - freed for mission. 

What a breath of fresh air from the Holy Spirit. So I live among you and the Eastern 

Synod, 'retired with call - in mission for God'. I share this with you to give you an 

understanding of who and where I am in the life of our church. 

But this sermon is not about me, it's about God who never leaves us 

disconnected, as I discovered again myself. The problem comes when we give that 

connection with God a secondary role in our lives or ignore it altogether. In this 

busy and disturbing world this can happen without us even knowing it. Separation 

from God is all we need to lose our lives, our sense of who we are and why we are 

here. 



It was in studying today's first reading yo prepar this sermon that that led to what I 

have just shared with you about myself. I find this story in Acts of choosing a 

replacement for Judas as the 12
th

 apostle to be amusing. The amusement comes when I 

see the contrast between what we, God's people do, and where God is really leading us. 

It's the reality of who we are and who God is with us that shows us the need to disconnect 

to experience again God's everlasting connection with us. Isn't this what happens in 

worship? 

Luke's story of the choosing of Matthias happened after the ascension. The 

church's observance of that was last Thursday so the reading for today is appropriate. 

(Matthew alludes to it. It is included in a portion of Mark which is questionable.) Luke 

records it twice, at the conclusion of his gospel and in the first chapter of Acts that we 

read today. According to Luke the ascension event generated worship among the 

disciples and they 'blessed God” following Jesus command to wait in Jerusalem until 

they would be “clothed with power from on high”.  

As they “blessed God” together Peter must have been thinking of their being only 

11 disciples since Judas was gone and remembered some verses from the Psalms that 

suggested Judas needed to replaced so that there would be once again 12 apostles to 

correspond with the 12 tribes of Israel. This was still a Jewish only community even 

though Jesus crossed the line a number of times. This was Peter, bold, jumping to 

conclusions, controlling, taking charge. “This is what the Scriptures reveal”, he said, and, 

these are my words, “we need a replacement for Judas.” From those who were with them 

from the time of Jesus baptism they proposed Justus and Matthias and, using an Old 

Testament method of determining God's choosing they cast lots (Urim and Thummim, 

Deut. 8:10, Num. 27:21) which fell on Matthias. Peter was happy and that's the last we 

hear of Matthias. Later in the Book of Acts Luke tells the story of Jesus calling Saul to be 

an apostle. Saul, also known as Paul, his Roman name, in 9 of his letters begins with the 

words, “Paul, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God.” Does this not 

sound like Jesus choice to replace Judas? That amuses me because it also reminds me of 

ourselves as church. Like Peter, we, in our lives, in the church, the congregation, like to 

have things in order, fill in all the missing parts. There is nothing wrong with this. We do 

these things believing we are doing them God's way. But there is more: God's continuing 

activity among us, calling us out of our routines to new life. 10 days after the ascension 

the disciples discovered it with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit gifting them to proclaim 

and live the gospel in ways they never knew.  

This is God's calling to us every time we gather to worship. Disconnect with what 

has been going on in your daily life and recognize the presence of God who is always 

connected with us. Let your soul be present today and bask in the refreshing breath of 

God's Holy Spirit who is always present with us. Too often we allow the daily routines of 

the week and the temptations they bring to blind us from the source of our being, our 

souls or spirits if you will, and we feel lost or chose a different path to live. 



Jesus was the one who brought the disciples together and through the power of his 

resurrected life brought them into God's eternal kingdom and by his ascension brought 

them to bless God and “wait for the power from on high”, and indeed it came. Through 

the same power of the Spirit Jesus teaches us to bless God with our lives.  

Jesus is God's visible connection with the world. Jesus is the head of the Church 

and we are members of his body. Jesus is the heart of the Christian community. It is his 

way God has given us to live, a way that connects with the soul/spirit of our lives and 

empowers us to live. 

The second reading today informs us that Jesus, at the time of the apostles, was 

already being called into question. Nullify Jesus and the church is gone. Make Jesus an 

idol and the church becomes just another religion. John is writing here to oppose those 

who said Jesus was God only, and not a man. The church throughout history has never 

been able to settle these questions concerning Jesus Christ, but John affirms. “And this is 

the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his son.” That's all we need to 

believe as we live. 

In today's Gospel reading also written by John, John records Jesus praying for 

those God has given him. It is a very intimate prayer, full of truth, tenderness and 

abandonment to the will of God not only for the disciple but for all of us whom God has 

given to him for the redemption of human kind. One petition in particular grasps us in the 

arms of God, Jesus prayed, “that they may have my joy made complete in themselves”. 

So intimate and personal is the will of God for us. 

As you worship today disconnect yourselves from all that is propping you up and 

know God's ever present connection with you, the joy of God's presence in your soul. Let 

that energize your living.  

In the Name of God: the Father who made us, the Son who redeemed us, and the 

Spirit who gives us life. Amen.   
 


