
PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL
“And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent?  As it is written, ‘How beautiful

are the feet of those who bring good news!’” – Romans 10:15

One of the questions I am asked most frequently is “how did you

know you wanted to become a pastor?”  It’s a question that I’m

sure every pastor is asked, and the answers are probably as

different as the persons who respond.  For me, the call to ordained

ministry came at an early age – in fact, I can’t remember a time

when I didn’t feel this call.  It stayed with me through Confirmation

and high school; it was with me through my undergraduate studies; and it stayed with me

through my seminary years until I was ordained in my home congregation and began

serving my first call in New Jersey.  The only authentic answer I can give to this question

is that being a pastor is what I was meant to do with my life, and I couldn’t imagine doing

anything else.

This month, our Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada will be observing the Day of Prayer

for Vocations to Rostered Ministry, a day on which we pray for God to “raise up pastors

and diaconal ministers from this church who will boldly proclaim your healing power and

undying love to another generation.”  The call to ministry is rooted in our baptismal call to

“let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your

Father in heaven.” (ELW Holy Baptism).  All baptized persons are called to be ministers in

their daily lives, to serve our Lord as a “priesthood of all believers” which Martin Luther

taught means that all Christians “stand before God, pray for others, intercede with and

sacrifice ourselves to God and proclaim the word to one another.”  Among this call to all

Christians to serve God and one another, some are called into the ministry of Word and

Sacrament, which serves to proclaim the good news that “we cannot obtain forgiveness of
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sins and righteousness before God through our merit, work, or satisfactions, but that we

receive forgiveness of sin and become righteous before God out of grace for Christ’s sake

through faith” (Augsburg Confession, Article IV).  On the day of their ordination, pastors

vow to be faithful to this call, promising to “pray for God’s people, nourish them with the

word and sacraments, and lead them by your own example in faithful service and holy

living” (ELW Ordination).

I have served as a pastor for well over half of my life, a calling that has led me to places in

which I never imagined living when I was ordained.  I have served five congregations over

the course of these years, both near home and far from home.  I have experienced

tremendous joys and devastating sorrows, moments of incredible highs and profound lows,

both successes and failures.  There have been great sacrifices that I was required to make

to be faithful to this call, but in return I have received great blessings.  I have been

challenged at times by circumstances that threatened to overwhelm me, but I have also

experienced the empowerment of the Holy Spirit that has allowed me to accomplish far

more than I could have done on my own.  I have been a student and a mentor, a leader and

a colleague, one who has been guided as well as one who guides.  Above all, I have been

privileged to be the “earthen vessel” that God has chosen to use “to proclaim the mighty

acts of the one who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9).

Among my responsibilities as pastor of the congregation that are listed in Article VII of our

Constitution and Bylaws is to “seek out and encourage qualified persons to prepare for the

ministry of the Gospel.”  While I would encourage anyone who is discerning a call to

ordained ministry to consider the sacrifices and demands that accompany this call, I would

always encourage them to also consider the many ways in which the life of a pastor can be

a blessing to others as well as a blessing to the one who serves.  May we pray that as God

has blessed us with faithful pastors who have served our congregation throughout its

history (and pray that God will bless the current pastor as well!) that God will continue to

raise up men and women who will be called and sent to share the good news of Jesus

Christ with this and future generations.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Jeff Laustsen 

http://www.zionstratford.com
mailto:zionlc@golden.net


VICAR’S DEVOTIONAL

“TIME AND THE EASTER MYSTERY”
I went to visit my parents a few weeks ago. It is a special privilege to spend time with them.

They love it when I am home and it is so peaceful to be there; it feels somehow safe.

I often relive memories of my youth when I am back at my childhood home – I remember

being vital, strong, and carefree. So much has changed since then.

Time is a strange thing. Memories may last in surprising detail but time itself charges on,

life evolves, and before you know it we are 50 then 60... and on it goes. My dad turns - 83

this year. Crazy!

Sometimes I feel swept up in the passage of time. It seems that I was just young, with every

possibility in front of me, but now some things are no longer possible. Time closes in on me

too...

...but with it comes a deeper reverence for life.

I feel lately that I am gradually being drawn into a peace that comes with the awareness

of life as  gift - the gift of health, the gift of family, the gift of nature, the gift of community,

and the gift of love.

It leaves me with a visceral urge to live fully; to love with my whole being; to be present,

really present, to life; and to listen deeply. Yes, that is important, to listen; and to

acknowledge the reality that there is at work in this world and in our hearts on a still more

fundamental level, a love whose only interest is to enter and transform our lives and the

lives and all people.

A few things that are becoming clear to me as I reflect on the passage of time: life is

unbelievably precious; it is incomprehensibly sacred; and, at least materially and

temporally, it is decisively finite; however, that is not the end of the story.

There is a life in Christ that we already enjoy but there is also a

promise of a coming kingdom and new life – and all because of

God’s enduring love for us. Time does not have the final word.

We are Easter people, the final word is love.

Happy Easter to all of you, 

Vicar Albert

HIGHLIGHTS FROM FEB. 23 CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

MEETING
The Congregational Council for 2016 was installed on February 28, 2016. Council members

are: Chairperson & Worship & Music: Nancy White; Vice-Chairperson & Finance: Andrew

Ehgoetz; Secretary: Audrey Miller; Treasurer & Finance: Gerald Cook; Property: Paul

Hansen, Alison Johnston, Kevin Tuer: Worship & Music: Elizabeth Forrest, Lynnette

McLeod: Congregational Life: Brian Gropp, Stephanie Sousa, Linda Weitzel.

– Sound System: New wireless Units with Earset Headsets and a New

Single Digital Processor have been ordered with installation some time

in April.

– A HeartStart OnSite Defibrillator Device (AED Machine) has been purchased. Likely

location will be the Erie Street Ground Floor Entrance Vestibule. There will be signage

throughout the Church to indicate where it is located.

–Accessibility: As requested at the Annual Meeting, Council is actively looking at the

Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act. An Advisory Committee will be set up and

we will be looking for approximately six members of the Congregation to serve on this

Committee and report back to Council. Two members volunteered at the Annual Meeting

so we already have a start.

Submitted by Nancy White, Congregational Chairperson 

MMMM IN CONCERT

                    “NEW and USED Music”
On Saturday, April 23 at 7:30 PM, Marco Burak, along with Michel Allard and

Michael Dobinson, present a concert of new compositions along with



selections from the 20  century (that would be the USED music!). Freewill donations toth

Zion’s Friendship Meal program.

ZION WOMEN OF FAITH
April 4: Board meeting at 7 PM

April 27: 7:30 PM WOF meeting

Women of Faith will meet on April 27 at 7:30 PM. New Members are

always welcome. Guest speaker is Gord Chambers and family. Topic:

“Life In The Congo”.

Coming Up: On Thursday, June 23 will be going to Grand Bend Theatre to see “Sister Act”

at 7:30 PM. Cost is $40 per person. Dinner at Wayne and Joanne Young’s cottage from

5:30-6 PM. For tickets call Joanne Young 519-271-3225 or Ellen Wolfe 519-749-5341.

Thank you to all the women who attended World Day of Prayer and to Nancy White for

representing Zion. Zion Women of Faith will host World Day of Prayer next March 2017.

Respectfully Submitted, Joanne Young, WOF President

 FRIENDSHIP MEAL
Our Friendship Meal continues to serve people in need in our community.

We are now serving around 100 people a month which unfortunately

indicates that things are difficult for some people. As Good Friday is March

25, there will be no Friendship Meal until Friday, April 29 at 5 PM.

Volunteers are needed to prepare, cook, serve, and clean-up. That could

mean you and you are welcome to help out. Indeed, we need you! Questions? Please call

Sister Jean Widmeyer (519-273-6810).

ZION TABLE FOR SENIORS
Our next gathering of Zion Table For Seniors, our ministry which

promotes fun, food, and friendship, takes place on Tuesday, April 26

at 12 noon. Please let Doris Bartlett (519-271-9622) or Beryl Horst

(519-276-3501) know by noon, Monday, April 18  if you can attend.

Lunch cost is only $12. Our after dinner entertainment will be “Barrs

Chocolate.”

FROM YOUR TREASURER, GERALD COOK...

As I embark on my journey as the Treasurer of Zion Church, I’m both

humbled and honoured that the Congregation Council approved, last

June, my offer to assume this important role in our Church. Since that

time, my training has been taking place alongside Marg Lamont. For all

her guidance and patience as the training unfolded, I extend a personal

thank you to Marg. I have big shoes to fill with her departure and ask for your patience and

prayers as I move forward in this role.

Also, if any member has any concerns or suggestions to offer either myself or the Finance

Committee members relating to our roles, please do not hesitate to bring them to my

attention or any member of the Finance Committee. The members are Steve Arand,

Andrew Ehgoetz, Tim Gropp, Bill Hoffard, Audrey Miller, Wayne Yundt, and Pastor Jeff.

TEDDY BEAR AND FRIENDS CAMPAIGN
From May 2 to June 13, there will be a Teddy Bear and Friends Campaign to

raise money for equipment for Stratford General Hospital Special Care

Nursery. Everyone who is able is asked to donate $100 towards a teddy bear

or friend. The money will be used to purchase new monitors and the teddy

will go home with a child from paediatrics or a newborn baby. All donations

are eligible  for a tax receipt. For more information or to sponsor, contact

Loralee McNaughton at 519-393-6021 or by email at lrming4@hotmail.com Thank you for

your support.

mailto:lrming4@hotmail.com


APRIL 2016 VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers assist with our Sunday morning worship services. Listed below are those who

serve in April as a reminder and as a thank you for serving.

Date Communion

Assistants

Greeters Readers Usher

Captains

Counting

Captains

Apr. 3  Liz Bomasuit &

Anne Cooper

Wayne &

Linda

Faulhafer

Lynnette

McLeod      

Jerry

Terhaerdt 

Lynnette

McLeod

Apr. 10 N/A Gerald &

Isabel Cook

Janine Pearson Tom Cosstick Lynnette

McLeod

Apr. 17 Stephen Fischer

& Ed Illman

Ed & Darlene

Illman

Doug

Peterman

Tom Cosstick    Paul Hansen

Apr. 24 N/A Tim & Susan

Iredale  

Nancy Schaff Darrell

Renecker

Paul Hansen

ENDOWMENT FUND 101    
This is the fourth submission from the Endowment Fund Committee.

As was stated in the December issue of ZIONEWS, the purpose of these

submissions is to help educate us all in understanding the purpose and

we need to add, as well as the benefits of Endowment Funds.

This submission will deal primarily with the outreach that our Endowment Fund has

enabled Zion Church to truly be “In Mission For Others.”  

Under the Local, National and International categories, we have been able to reach out and

assist many organizations in helping the needy individuals in our society. By looking beyond

ourselves and our needs, the Endowment Fund fills a much needed financial resource for

the good work these groups do on a day to day basis. The donations to these groups help

them in being able to offer their individual programs which might otherwise be curtailed,

due to funding shortfalls.

The groups that have been beneficiaries of our Endowment Fund are numerous and in this

submission, we will attempt to highlight a number of them.

Locally, since inception, the Salvation Army, House of Blessing and our Emergency

Assistance Fund received combined donations totaling nearly $95,000.00. In addition,

Canadian Mental Health Association of Perth, Alzheimer Society of Perth County,

Shelterlink, Community Living Stratford and Area, Local Community Food Centre, Youth for

Christ and of course most recent, Stratford Welcomes Refugees are a few of the many

organizations the Endowment Fund has been able to support.

Nationally, we have been able to support the wider Church through donations to our

Synod Office. Either through assisting our Benevolence Commitment or Special Appeals,

these donations, since  inception, have totaled approximately $67,000.00. In addition,

donations to the Seminary have nearly toatled $26,000.00 and Camp Edgewood $28,

000.00. As well, Christ the King parish in Whitby and Westside Lutheran parish in Barrie

have both benefitted by our financial partnership. It also needs to be noted that our

Endowment Fund in 2007, at the request of the Seminary and with the approval of our

congregation, signed a note for a $100,000.00 Interest-Free Loan to the Seminary. This was

done in order to assist the Seminary with their finances at the time. The note was repaid

to our Endowment Fund in the early part of 2013.

Internationally, the major benefactor of our Endowment Fund has been Canadian Lutheran

World Relief. The donations, since inception, have totaled approximately $126,000.00.

Also, our Missionary Program has received $38,000.00. The number of additional

organizations under the International category are too numerous to mention in this

submission.

All in all, since inception, under these three categories, Zion Church through our

Endowment Fund has been able to donate nearly $650,000.00 to our partners “In Mission

For Others.”

The letters of acknowledgement we receive annually from the groups we support through

our Endowment Fund are most gratifying. They confirm that these donations are definitely

helping the people in need under their respective jurisdictions. 


