
PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL
“Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.” – Matthew

24:42.

I am obsessed with being on time.  When I have an appointment with a doctor, I always arrive

at exactly the arranged time – even if I must sit in the waiting room until my name is called. 

When I’m leading a worship service, I arrive at the church building at least two hours before

worship and strive to begin the service at the exact moment the clock strikes the appointed

hour (if you look at your watch on a Sunday morning, you can see this for yourselves).  When

I make an appointment to visit one of our parishioners, I am so focused on ringing their doorbell

at exactly the moment of our visit that I often arrive early so that nothing prevents me from

fulfilling my promise to come to their home at the precise moment – and not a minute later. 

This obsession is in part inherited; both of my parents were also very focused on being on time,

and would often arrive so early that they would sit outside in their car until the appointed time

arrived.  But it’s a choice I continue to make, even when it sometimes annoys the people in my

life who don’t see the need to be so early to an event or occasion when punctuality isn’t

required.  Being late has always bothered me, and I’m not sure that in this case you can teach

this “old dog” a new trick!

But there is one area in my life in which I feel no need to be early: preparing for Christmas.  I do

work weeks in advance to prepare for our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services, most of

which were planned in November; but I’m usually one of the last

people on my street to decorate our home for Christmas, and I don’t

even think about Christmas shopping or sending our Christmas cards

until well after many people have already finished these tasks.  I’m

also in no rush to play Christmas music, or even sing Christmas carols

before Christmas Eve.  It’s not that I suddenly become a habitual

latecomer in December, or that I approach Christmas with a Scrooge-like attitude; I’m in no rush
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to prepare for Christmas because there is another season that I want to savour: the season of

Advent.  This four-week season at the beginning of the church year is often overlooked or

transformed into a time of preparation for the celebration of the birth of Jesus.  While there are

aspects of preparing ourselves for the celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord during these

weeks, Advent invites us to consider not only what the birth of our Saviour meant on that first

Christmas day, but what it means to us today.  Advent (a word that means “coming”) invites us

to look not only backward at the birth of Mary’s child in the manger in Bethlehem, but also to

the present in which Christ comes into our lives each day, as well as the future when our Lord

“will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.” (John

14:3).  Christmas (as well as the twelve-day Christmas season which extends from December

25 to January 6) is a time for us to rejoice that in the birth of Jesus God’s promise of the coming

of Emmanuel – “God is with us” – is fulfilled; Advent invites us to consider what this means for

us now and in the future to live in the steadfast presence of our Lord and Saviour.

Peter Gomes, the late pastor of The Memorial Church in Cambridge, Massachusetts, invites us

to take our time in preparing for Christmas so that the message of hope in this Advent season

will bless us with its message of hope for both today and tomorrow that is rooted in what

happened on the day when “the Word became flesh and lived among us” (John 1:14):

· “The Christian hope, expressed most vividly at Advent, is grounded in the reality that

the Jesus who came one in weakness and in meekness will come again in great glory,

in judgment, justice, and power, to redeem the world, to save it from itself … as we look

to the return of the past, the rekindling of the lights that lead to Bethlehem, we look

forward also to that which has not yet been, the lights that lead to the eternal victory

we shall share in Jesus Christ.”

I have no doubt that my obsession with punctuality will continue in almost all aspects of my life;

but in Advent, I’m fine with being later than most people in preparing for this year’s celebration

of Christmas.  I’ll be ready once December 25 arrives; but in the meantime, I want to take my

time and listen to the message of this Advent season which invites all of us to watch and wait

for the coming of our Lord, whose presence brings us “strength for today and bright hope for

tomorrow.” (ELW Hymn 733).

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Jeff Laustsen

http://www.zionstratford.com
mailto:zionlc@golden.net


VICAR’S REPORT
Since passing my Bishop’s exam on October 27, 2016 the call process has begun in earnest. My name has

been submitted by the Synod to pastoral openings at Lutheran churches in Petawawa and Pickering.

A few weeks ago I was contacted by the church in Petawawa and was invited to lead a service there on

November 27, 2016. Anne and I will travel there on the 26  and then lead the service the following day,th

followed by a potluck lunch and an interview with their call committee.

Finding a good fit between pastor and church is the function of this process so we are

approaching it as best we can with open hearts, allowing for the work of the Spirit.

Please keep Anne and I in your prayers as we look forward to new beginnings and the

sacred challenges that lie ahead. We are grateful for the love and caring that this

congregation has shown us in the time that we have been here, and now also as the

journey continues. It is by grace that we go.

Prayer for Guidance

So much in front of us Lord

many choices and vast unknown

Thank you for your promise to join us on all our journeys

Attune our ears

to the whisper of your Spirit

Give us the courage and strength

to follow your call

Remove our fears

Challenge and enable us

to leave our many cares

with you

Embrace us

from the integrity

of the steadfast promise

of your never-ending love

Amen.

Submitted by Vicar Albert Romkema

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE
“For a child has been born to us, a son given to us” – Isaiah 9:6

CHRISTMAS EVE: DECEMBER 24

6 PM –  GERMAN SERVICE: An opportunity for the German speaking

members of our community of faith and their families and friends to

gather for worship in their native language. In addition to celebrating the

good news of the birth of our Saviour, we will be blessed by the music of

the Teutonia Choir. The sermon (in English) will be shared by Pastor Jeff.

8 PM – Christmas Eve Carol  Service: We gather as a family of faith in our beautiful sanctuary

to sing the traditional carols of Christmas and to share the Christmas story with our children.

There will be an opportunity for children to gather around our Christmas trees as we hear the

angels declare the good news of our Saviour’s birth.

10 PM – CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION SERVICE: Amid the stillness of this holy night, we

gather together to celebrate the Nativity of our Lord as we share in his Holy Supper. One of the

most solemn and cherished worship services of the year as we rejoice in the “silent night, holy

night” in which the Christ Child “sleeps in heavenly peace.”

CHRISTMAS DAY,  DECEMBER 25

10 AM – CHRISTMAS DAY HOLY COMMUNION: On the morning of this most holy day, we

gather together around Word and Sacrament to celebrate the birth of our Saviour.

“O come, let us behold him – Christ the Lord!”

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
How quickly the time passes...the Christmas season is upon us and with it

comes the Sunday School Pageant.  This year the pageant  will be held on

Sunday, December 18 at 6:30 PM, which is also our last day of Sunday

School until January 8.  We invite everyone to join us after the pageant for

coffee, juice and cookies in celebration.       



HIGHLIGHTS FROM CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
A Policy on Addressing Issues and Concerns in the congregation was adopted by

Congregational Council on October 19, 2016. The Policy is printed in this

newsletter as well as posted on the bulletin boards and on Zion’s website.

We anticipate that the Building Permit from the City of Stratford will be issued

and our kitchen and washroom renovations completed shortly.

Festival Hydro offered a program for replacing lights with LED lights. The program provided free

LED lights up to a total value of $2,000. Festival Hydro attended at the Church and installed LED

lights in the chapel, the parlour and the hall.

Each member of Congregational Council has completed an “Awareness Quiz: and a “Test Your

Knowledge Quiz” to comply with the January 2017 requirements of the Accessibility for

Ontarians with a Disability Act.

As requested by Congregational Council, a local waterproofing company has provided us with

an assessment regarding the overall water issues affecting our Church building and a four stage

proposal for rectifying the water issues. The Property Committee will be reviewing the report,

prioritizing the items and developing a recommendation. There are four main areas of concern

– the wall in the men’s washroom closest to the kitchen - the kitchen and hallway area –

redirecting the water which comes across the driveway – the front Courtyard area on Erie

Street.

Congregational Council wishes to thank Pastor Jeff and Vicar Albert for the many visits they are

making to our parishioners who are in hospitals and health care facilities. Many of these visits

are out-of-town to Kitchener, Woodstock, St. Marys, London, Exeter, Clinton and Seaforth in

addition to visits in Stratford and area. 

ZION TABLE FOR SENIORS
Zion Table For Seniors, a beloved ministry at Zion promoting fun, food, and

friendship, will be held on Monday, December 12 at 12 noon. Please let Doris

Bartlett (519-271-9622) or Beryl Horst (519-276-3501) know by Tuesday, 

November 29 if you can attend. Lunch cost is only $12. A deal by any name! P.S.

The Seniors’ Christmas Dinner will be at the Army, Navy & Air Force Hall, 151

Lorne Ave. East.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
Donations are now  being accepted so the Women of Faith group can purchase

flowers to decorate the church for our Christmas celebrations. Please put

Christmas Flowers and your name on a separate envelope and place it on the

offering plate or bring it to the church office. Donations will be accepted from

now until mid-December. Thank you for your gift!

FRIENDSHIP MEAL
Because of the additional opportunities provided for community meals in

Stratford in December we do not offer one. January 27 is our next meal. Your

participation is welcome in this part of Zion’s ministry. For information,

please speak to Sister Jean Widmeyer 519-273-6810. May God’s blessing rest

on all who eat and all who serve.

+ BAPTISM +

Emily Helene Baskey, daughter of Robert & Katrina on November 20.

+ FUNERALS +

John Malcho, on November 2

Marjory Heimpel, on November 12



Policy on Addressing Issues and Concerns in the

Congregation of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church

Stratford, Ontario

“But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the

head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every

ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the

body’s growth in building itself up in love.” Ephesians 4:15-16

In order to fulfill its responsibility to “promote congregational unity

and good will [and] foster mutual understanding in times of

conflict...” , the Congregational Council has adopted this policy for1

addressing issues and concerns regarding the life and ministry of

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church:

� Issues and concerns regarding the life and ministry of the congregation shall

be put in writing, signed, and addressed to the chairperson of the

Congregational Council in a timely manner.

� The chairperson will acknowledge receipt of the correspondence and will

share this correspondence with the Congregational Council Executive, who

will assess the issue or concern and take appropriate action, or refer it to the

Congregational Council.

� The author of the correspondence will be kept abreast of any decision

regarding the issue or concern, and may be invited to address the

Congregational Council in this regard.

Adopted by the Congregational Council of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church

October 19, 2016.

____________________
1 The Constitution and Bylaws of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, amended February 1, 2015, Article

X, Section 7e.

DECEMBER VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers assist with our Sunday morning worship services. Listed below are those who serve

in December as a reminder and as a thank you for serving.

Date Communion

Assistants

Greeters Readers Usher

Captains

Counting

Captains

Dec 4 Judith

Hammond &

Vicar Albert

Romkema

Jim & Kathy

Schellenberger

Bruce Sippel Darrell

Renecker

Andrew

Ehgoetz

Dec 11 N/A Rudy & Bea

Deighton

Bill Sylvester Darrell

Renecker

Stephanie

Sousa

Dec 18 Barb Higgins &

Darlene Illman

Mervyn & Joyce

Dietz  

Joanne

Wallace

Brian

Wilker   

Stephanie

Sousa

Dec 24 N/A 8 Wayne & Linda

Faulhafer

8 Linda

Faulhafer

8 ? N/A

Dec 25 Vicar Albert

Romkema

Gerald & Isabel

Cook

Fritz

Steigmeier

Brian

Wilker   

N/A

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT
Ultimately, before we give any time to any other activity, stewardship calls us to give time to

God. Those who hear and understand that message begin to spend more time in church

attendance, partaking of communion, scripture reflection, private prayer and faith enrichment

activities. If we are not spending time with God, we may be good volunteers or good donors,

but we are not good stewards. We are not doing what God asks us to do because we have not

taken the time to be with Him and ask for His guidance. By establishing a

closer relationship with God, parishioners are able to truly change their

lives. As they grow closer to God, they can hear more clearly how God is

calling them to give more fully of their time, their talent and their treasure.

They give out of deep love for God and find joy in that giving. 




