
Nov.19, 2017 Pentecost 24
Matthew 25:14-30  Vicar Jason Ashby

Sharing the Good News
Over the past few months we’ve heard Jesus tell us a variety of parables about the Kingdom of Heaven.
 
And the one that we’ve just heard today, the parable of the wise and foolish servants who were made stewards
of their Lord’s wealth, is the last of these parables to be shared through the gospel of Matthew. 

And this is something for us to take note of, because as you know, often when we’re explaining something
important to people the first thing we’ll say is something to get their attention or to establish the context of what
it is that we’re talking about.

Then what comes next is often the details and clarifying information about the message we’re trying to relay. 

But the last thing we have to say, well this is usually the thing that we want the person or the people we’re
speaking to, to remember most about the issue at hand, and to take away from what we’ve told them. 

And for Jesus, this last thing that He really wants his disciples to remember about the Kingdom of Heaven, is
their role in it.

Because as disciples, the mission they’re to take upon themselves, is His mission of spreading the good news,
and of proclaiming to the world that repentance is sufficient for the forgiveness of sins, and that the Kingdom of
Heaven has drawn near. 

And it’s through our parable this morning, that Jesus reveals to His disciples the necessity of their faithfulness,
and ours, to keeping this mission at the centre of our ministry.

The necessity of being a community, a church that will willingly go out into the world, as sheep into the midst
of wolves, to proclaim that all human life is valuable, because we have each been created in the image of God
for a purpose ordained by God.

But the parable also provides a warning, a warning of the very dire consequence, of His disciples becoming a
church that choose to keep the gospel message to themselves, by burying it for it safe keeping. 

Consequences not only for the Church, but for all people living in darkness, because the message that Jesus
reveals is the light of the world. And the Church is God’s mission to that world. We are His vehicle for that
message into the dark places of this life.

But it often seems that we live in a world that doesn’t care to hear that message. In fact, in many places around
the world, including right here in Canada, it is a message that the world is hostile towards and even seeks to
repress.
Just a few weeks ago, as you may have heard in the news, our new Governor General of Canada was widely
reported to have publicly mocked the people of this nation who like ourselves, actually believe that the origin of
the universe was initiated by an intentional and intelligent process.

That anyone might actually believe through faith that the creation of all life on earth was anything more than a
random series of events was in her view both tragic and laughable.



Now I highlight these remarks not to pass judgement on the beliefs of our Governor General or that section of
the population which she purports to represent, for I too am a proponent of science and the scientific method.
Yet, I see no reason why science and religion can’t serve to inform one another.

And I give thanks to God, that both my university science professors, and my university theology professors,
took the time to open my eyes to all that these fields of study have to offer. 

But I am also extremely grateful, that they also had both the humility and the wisdom to teach me the limits of
those tools. 

So that instead of passing judgement, I can give thanks for the boldness of our Governor General and her
comments about our foolish belief in God. 

Because they remind us that the world in which we live, is still very much a world in need of the Good News,
that we the disciples of Jesus Christ in this time and place, have been entrusted to proclaim.

Good News that proclaims not only an alternative to that hopeless tale, that only the strong should survive, a
fabrication which is continually being whispered into the ears of this generation. But also, the truth about our
potential as human beings, and as spiritual beings. 

For as the Apostle Paul has taught us, “Our struggle is not against enemies of flesh and blood, but against rulers
and authorities, against the powers and principalities of this present darkness” (Eph.6:12-13a).

And so, we must ask ourselves, how then are we to go about the work of carrying this message into a world that
would rather we keep it to ourselves? 

Well I think the first thing for us to keep in mind is that not everyone wants us to keep it to ourselves. We know
that the world is hungry for a sense meaning and connection to something greater than the drain of
consumerism, and the isolation of secularity. 

As Paul once put it, “All creation is waiting with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God”
(Rom.8:19).

And while I think most of us want to witness to what we have seen of God’s presence in our lives, and share the
gospel that we have come to believe as the word of God, we don’t always know how to go about doing that in
our modern world.

And so, I want to offer up 3 really practical approaches to sharing our faith with others, in a way that is both
faithful to our call as disciples of Jesus, but also respectful of the people were trying to share it with.

Because I have to tell you, when it comes to evangelism, context matters. Some of the methods that worked for
Jesus, John and the first disciples, are not necessarily going to work quite as well for us today. 

For example, I’m sure nobody hear would think it a good idea for their Vicar to put on a Camel Hair Shirt, and
head down to the Avon River and start trying to baptize the locals. 

And in the same way, I really wouldn’t suggest any of you go into work on Monday morning and start hollering
to your co-workers Repent, Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven draws near. It might be your last shift.   

So how should we go about sharing the good news? 



Well first and foremost, as Christians we need to be prepared to witness to our faith. To be willing to share with
people if they ask, what it is that we believe and why we believe it.

And I think it’s important that we do this in a way that’s sincere, open, and in our own words. Really speaking
from the heart. 

Now it may be uncommon that someone comes up to us and says, “tell me what you believe and why you
believe it.

But how often do we hear people say to us, “I just don’t know what’s happening in the world today, or I just feel
like my life is in such a rut lately”. 

So, our witness to that might be, “well sometimes I feel like that too. But when ever I feel like I’m a bit lost, or
when ever I’m feeling anxious or unsure about something I find when I pray or read the bible I feel comforted,
and I feel like God is talking to me, and connecting with me. I think that resonates with my faith as a Christian,
because as a Christian we believe that God is always present and always with us.

But maybe I’m someone who doesn’t feel comfortable or able to talk about my faith. And so, I would encourage
all of us to use our time at church together to start talking about our faith more often.

Like where did I see God in my life this week, who have I been praying for, what questions have been popping
up for me, so that the Church becomes a safe place where we can learn from each other, practice our faith, and
grow in our discipleship together. 

If we can begin to feel comfortable articulating in our own words what we believe about God, then we’ll feel
more comfortable sharing the gospel when it’s needed most. 

That’s the first suggestion for sharing our faith: Be prepared to witness in our own words.

Second: And this is key, if we don’t get this one right nothing else we do or say is going to matter, when it
comes to sharing the gospel. 

It’s important for us to live out our faith in our daily lives, and to live it in such away, that it becomes clear to
the people around us that we actually believe that Jesus is Lord. 

Because unfortunately, the Christians that are most often publicized in the media, the Christians our neighbours
most often see on TV and in the news, are usually not the kind of people, or carrying the kind of message that
we want to be representing our faith. 

So, it’s important that the good news that we want to share, is actually displayed in the way we speak to people,
and about people, and by our actions. 

That we show our neighbors that the way of Jesus, is a way of life. We may be the first bible any of our
neighbors get to read.

And the apostle Paul suggests that the best way for us to try and live out this way of life, is for us to model our
lives after the life of our Lord, and after the Apostles and our own Pastor, and those people in our church that we
hold up as living examples of our faith. 



I’m reminded here of the words of St. Francis: Preach the gospel always, but only when necessary should we
use our words.

So, this is another way that we can share our faith: Model our lives after the life of Jesus.

Finally: I encourage you to invite a friend or some one you know to church. Perhaps someone that is showing
some curiosity about faith or spirituality, or someone who seems to be a bit lost or in a dark place in their life.
Maybe someone who used to be connected to the church, but for whatever reason has drifted away.

Consider inviting this person to Sunday worship, or bible study, or Sunday school or Confirmation. 

And don’t feel disappointed if they choose not to come. Ours is not to convert the world, but to share the good
news and plant seeds that Lord will bring to fruition in their proper season.

Sometimes an invitation to come to church can be just enough to remind a person that God is still here, and God
is still present in their lives.

So, I challenge each of you to think of someone you know that might be searching, or feeling disconnected this
time of year and maybe invite them to one of our advent services or Christmas eve services.

These are just a few of the practical ways that we can go about fulfilling our call, as disciples of Jesus Christ,
and our mission as His church to share the good news. 

First - Be prepared to witness to your faith in your own words
Next - Model your life as much as possible after Jesus 
Finally - Invite someone you know to church. To come and worship, pray, and commune with us over the
holiday season.

Now, I know that this call of ours to be stewards of the gospel is never without its difficulties. But we also know
that the world that we’re living in today is probably more in need of God’s message of forgiveness, love, and
hope than ever before. 

So, I encourage you, as you go out from here today, as your Lord sends you out from here today, be courageous
in your calling, encourage one another, build each other up, and trust in the faithfulness of your Saviour and
Lord, for the message that you have been given to share is good news, and that light that shines inside you, is the
light of the world. 

Amen.

  

 
 

   


