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Transfiguration and the Cross 
Our Church calendar marks today as Transfiguration Sunday, a day of great light and promise for the
Church, and indeed for the whole world.

And in our gospel reading this morning, we encounter the early church in the persons of Peter, James,
and John. They have followed their friend and teacher to the top of a mountain; where they witness His
transfiguration, and the glory of their Lord. 

This word transfiguration is from the greek “metamorpho”, like metamorphosis, which means that He
changed in form and appearance. We use the same word to describe the process of a caterpillar
changing into a butterfly.

Because the butterfly has not become something new, for it is still that same caterpillar. Instead, the
form has changed, and the appearance has changed into something more. There is a revelation of what
the caterpillar really always was.

In the transfiguration of Jesus, the metamorpho of Jesus, He remains the same being, He is still Jesus the
man, but there is a revealing of God in Him, not as someone new, but as the one who was always there
from the very beginning. 

This is the great epiphany of the transfiguration, that God reveals Himself to the Church, through this
Rabbi from Galilee, through Jesus of Nazareth.

Now as I meditated on this reading, I asked the question, why the mountain? Surely Jesus doesn’t lead
us up such rugged terrain only to have us build lofty walls around Him as Peter tried to do, or to sit and
gaze upon His glow as did James and John. 

No, what I came to is understand is that He leads us up the side of this mountainous path so that in
following Him, we might come to have faith in Him despite the adversity, despite the rockiness of our
path. 

And as He draws us up towards Himself, we begin to see the world as he see’s it, not as a dark and
dangerous place, but as a world in need of healing, a world in need of generosity, and kindness, and
fellowship, a world in need of love.

And so, Jesus transfigures, He reveals His glory to the Church, so that we might be transfigured
ourselves, transfigured into a people like Him.
 
A people willing to follow their Lord off the mountain top, and back down into the valleys and cities
below.  A people willing to follow their Lord into the darkness of this life and take a stand at the foot of
the cross.

For it is in the darkness that the light of Christ shines most brightly, and so it is there that we come to
see most clearly that we are not alone, and that change in this life, in our hearts and in the world around
us is still possible; and has in fact already begun.



On April 3 , 1968 the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. gave a sermon at the Mason Temple inrd

Memphis Tennessee. 

That sermon was given in support of local sanitation workers who were striking at that time for safer
working conditions, and a fair wage. 

What the people hearing that sermon couldn’t have known was that less than 24 hours later the
Reverend Dr. King would be assassinated outside his Memphis hotel room. 

As he closed out that sermon, he spoke these final words:

“I don’t know what will happen now; we’ve got some difficult days ahead. But it really doesn’t matter
with me now, because I’ve been to the mountaintop. And I don’t mind. Like anybody, I would like to live a
long life—longevity has its place. 

But I’m not concerned about that now. I just want to do God’s will. And He’s allowed me to go up to the
mountain. And I’ve looked over and I’ve seen the Promised Land. I may not get there with you. 

But I want you to know tonight, that we as a people, will get to the Promised Land. And so, I’m happy
tonight; I’m not worried about anything; I’m not fearing any man. Fore mine eyes have seen the glory of
the coming of the Lord”.

Now many people believe that Dr. King had received some form of special revelation that had imbued
him with the foreknowledge to prophesy his own death. 

But I also think it’s fair to say that a man such as he, who knew the scriptures as well as he did, who
followed in the footsteps of his Lord as closely as he did, also would have known very early on, that the
path of discipleship upon which he walked, was always a path that would lead to the cross. 

For the cross is as Bonhoeffer describes it, “the cost of discipleship”.

And it is not just a cross that lies at the end of our journey, but a cross that we are called to embrace
from the very outset. For the transfiguration of this world will not come without such a cost. 

But if nothing changes, then nothing changes. And so that change that we hope to see in the world
around us, needs to begin with a change within us.

A change in the way we care for creation, in the way we spend our money, the way we spend our time,
in the way we love our neighbors, and above all, in the way we love ourselves.

If the body of Christ won’t change for the sake of the world, then who will? 

It is God’s vision for His church, that we should be a living means of His grace in the world, and the first
fruits of His reconciling work through Jesus Christ.

And we want this. We want to do God’s will. We pray daily to God that His will be done on earth as it is
in heaven. 



And we pray that God’s will, will come about through us, and in us.

But so often we feel like we don’t know how. And we can feel paralyzed by our own priorities, and our
own ideas about what is right and just and fair, and of course by our doubt that this Rabbi from Galilee
can actually lead us to the promised land.

But God knows this about us, it’s no big secret, and so He interjects into our fear, and interjects into our
doubt, and He interjects into our lives this morning, saying listen to my Son.

And we can hear Him calling us out from the world. For those of us content to just sit on top our
mountain and watch the world burn, He says come down from there and walk with me.
And for those of so bogged down in the valleys of our lives, that we can’t see past our own noses, He
pulls us back up on our feet again, and draws us up close to Him, saying look around, and see what I see,
see yourself as I see you, see your neighbor as I see them, and behold the glory of the one who calls you. 

This life of discipleship that we have been call, will not be without it’s mountains, mires, or crosses. 

But if we are to be a church that not only hears the word of God; but does it. And if we are to be a
church that hears the voice of our Shepherd and follows it, then we must each be willing to change. 

To abandon our attachments, to abandon our pride, and to set aside our grievances with one another,
so that we can be free to take upon ourselves the cross of our Lord, the cross of humility, the cross of
self-giving, the cross of love. 

This is the way of our Lord, this our way forward as a people of God.

And as we walk together, and we heal together, we will grow in faith and love together, because we are
not in this alone, God is with us, and He has revealed this to us through His Son who lights and guides
our way. 

Where we go from here, I do not know, but I don’t worry about that now, because I know we’re going to
get there together. 

And no matter what difficulties we’ve had, or what challenges lie ahead, we needn’t worry about that
today, for today is a new day, and we are Christ’s Church, For our eyes have seen the the glory of the
coming of the Lord.

May we be faithful to His Holy Word, and to His presence in one another.

Amen.

   


