
PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL
“You have made public profession of your faith.  Do you intend to continue in the covenant God

made with you in Holy Baptism …” – Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Affirmation of Baptism.

One of the most popular sites in our church building is the corridor where the portraits of our

Confirmation classes are hanging.  From 1926 through this past year, every Confirmation class is

immortalized in this place.  It’s quite common to see people – both regular worshipers and visitors –

looking through the group photographs for themselves, members of their family, or close friends. 

Every year, I warn the current Confirmation class that they’d better “smile pretty” for the camera,

because one day their children will probably be searching for them!

Confirmation is such a central part of the life of Lutheran congregations that it may surprise you that

you will not find a service named “Confirmation” in our worship book.  Instead, the rite that we use

on Confirmation Sundays is “Affirmation of Baptism,” a service that is directly connected to the

Sacrament of Holy Baptism.  While in some churches (such as the Roman

Catholic Church), confirmation is a unique sacrament, in the Lutheran church it

is related to Holy Baptism, in which through water and the Word “we are reborn

children of God and made members of the church, the body of Christ.” (ELW p.

227).  Since most of the people who are baptized in our churches are infants or

young children (which we do quite intentionally, since we believe and teach that

“the baptism of children is not ineffective but is necessary and efficacious for

salvation.” (Apology of the Augsburg Confession), we charge the parents and godparents who bring

their children to receive the gift of Holy Baptism to bring them to worship, place in their hands the

Holy Scriptures, and provide for their instruction in the Christian faith, “so that your children may learn

to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world God made, and

work for justice and peace.” (ELW p. 228).  Working in partnership with these adults, the educational

ministries of the Church seek to share the good news of Jesus Christ with these baptized children of

God so that they might understand what it means to be a Christian.

At the conclusion of an intensive period of instruction (which most churches refer to as Confirmation

Classes), the day of Confirmation is an occasion in which these young men and women affirm the
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baptismal promises that their parents made when they were brought to the waters of this holy

sacrament.  The Affirmation of Baptism service is in parts identical to the liturgy of Holy Baptism,

including questions to the Confirmands that mirror the challenge their parents and godparents once

accepted on their behalf:

· “You have made public profession of your faith.  Do you intend to continue in the covenant

God made with you in holy baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of

God and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word

and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and

peace in all the earth?” (ELW p. 236).

The response of each of us who has been challenged by these words has been “I do, and I ask God to

help and guide me.”  It is a promise that we make not only on the day of our Confirmation but every

day, as we seek to be faithful witnesses to the faith that is ours in Jesus Christ.  It is the means through

which we seek to be faithful to Luther’s teaching that “daily a new person is to come forth and rise up

to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.” (Small Catechism).

In this year’s season of Lent, our Wednesday midweek services will focus on the theme Affirming our

Baptismal Covenant.  As we once again join our voices together in the beautiful words and music of

Holden Evening Prayer, we will consider what each of these promises means in our daily lives as

Christians:

· February 21: “To Live Among God’s Faithful People”

· February 28: “To Hear the Word of God and Share in the Lord’s Supper”

· March 7: “To Proclaim the Good News of God in Christ through Word and Deed”

· March 14: “To Serve All People, Following the Example of Jesus”

· March 21: “To Strive for Justice and Peace in All the Earth”

For many of us, Confirmation was one of the milestones of our lives.  But milestones are not a

destination; they are a part of a journey that continues throughout our lives, as we seek to be faithful

to the call of our Lord and to our identity as baptized children of God.  While the photographs on the

wall capture one moment in time, may our faithfulness in living according to the promises we make

as God’s people serve as a living witness to the good news that is ours in the one who claims us as

God’s children in Holy Baptism and promises to abide with us forever.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Jeff Laustsen

http://www.zionstratford.com
mailto:zionlc@golden.net


VICAR’S DEVOTIONAL
Usually when I think of February, I think of that abyss in the calendar marked only

by Ground Hog Day, Valentines Day, and usually plenty of Snow. Even within the

Church Calendar, February falls into that relatively uncelebrated time of year

known as the ‘Time After Epiphany’. It’s a time of year that doesn’t even get its

own special name or day. Instead, it’s simply known as the time after some other

special day. And that tends to be how it feels too. Christmas has passed, and

Easter is still a  month away. It could just as easily have been called the ‘Time Before Lent’, or perhaps

even the ‘Time In-Between’. 

     

But as disciples of Christ, this Time after Epiphany, this in-between time, is actually a very important

season in our annual pilgrimage. If we look to Jesus as our example, we can see that in the time after

Epiphany, the time immediately following God’s revelation of Jesus as the Son of God, the Evangelist

Mark describes a period of intense discernment for Jesus (1:12-13). It’s a time in the wilderness and

a time of difficult choices, but it is also a time for new beginnings. The Evangelists Mathew (4:1-11) and

Luke (4:1-13) allow us to witness Jesus’ own internal struggles, as He attempts to sort through those

essential questions about what kind of life it is that God is now calling Him to live, and what kind of

person God is now calling Him to be. And while each of us will have our own unique set of

circumstances in this life, our own challenges and gifts, our own set of worries and hopes; we share

as a community God’s call to live a life of discipleship, and to follow the Way of Christ. A Way that

Jesus has shown us through His own time of discernment and faithfulness to His call. 

The Gospels tell us that Jesus was driven into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit, and ministered to there

by the angels of the Lord. And yet, even while guided by the Holy Spirit, we hear that the Adversary

attempted to lead Jesus away from His Cross, and away from God’s divine plan for Him, and for all

people. And so, to guide His way, Jesus turns to the Word of God as His North Star, and guiding

principle. For as it is written, “One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from

the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4).  

Yet in our own lives, there are times when the thrust of the Holy Spirit can seem to be blowing us in

a multitude of directions all at once. Or when the Holy Scriptures can sound muted and unclear.

Perhaps however, it is we who drift, and cloud the way when we refuse to set aside our own best laid

plans, praying only for our own will to be done, instead of His.

Let us not allow this drift and cloud to divert us from our proper path. Nor let the wilderness of

February blind our road ahead. Rather, take some time to find that light that God has placed within

you. The light of Christ that longs to lead you into new life, for His good will and purpose. Sometimes

the wilderness can feel a bit scary, and our direction feel uncertain, but if we turn to the voice that’s

calling us to follow Him, then we are sure to find the Way. 

For the one who calls is faithful, and His angels wait upon you even now.

Yours in Christ,

Vicar Jason Ashby

ANNUAL MEETING: FEBRUARY 11
We are at the time of the year when our congregation holds its annual meeting. This

year our meeting will be held on Sunday, February 11 beginning at 11:15 AM. This

meeting is important as it allows all members to review the year that was and to plan

for the future. An annual meeting is always essential as it allows us to work out

together how we can best be the church of Jesus Christ. Please exercise your privilege

as a member of Zion Church and plan to attend the meeting. All confirmed members

have voice and vote... P.S. Annual reports will be available a week before the meeting, so please pick

one up and read it to prepare for the meeting.

 

     

MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE   

On September 17, 2017, our Director of Music Lynne Hopcraft submitted her

resignation, effective December 31, 2017.  We are all deeply grateful to Lynne for her

faithful ministry and leadership, and wish her farewell and Godspeed so that she may

continue to be a blessing to others as she has blessed us over these past several years.

As we look to our ministry of music here at Zion, we are engaging in a process that we trust will guide

us so that we might be faithful to our call to worship and praise God and serve the needs of our

congregation as we gather together as the assembly of believers around Word and Sacrament.

· A Music Task Force has been empaneled to study our congregation’s current worship and

music ministry and to make recommendations to the Congregational Council as well as the

congregation.  The members of the Task Force are: Derrick Brodhagen, Ellen Joyes, Jochen

Knackstedt, Susan Laustsen, Debbie Napiwotzki, Janine Pearson, Nancy Schaff, and Marilyn

Wells.

· We will be blessed with the presence of Paul Coates, who will be serving as our interim choir

director from January – May of 2018.  Mr. Coates is the current director of the County of Perth

Community Chorus and has extensive experience as a music teacher and choir director.

· Our search for a new Minister of Music will include conversations with persons who are

engaged in our worship and learning ministries, and will also consider discussions that are

arising from the Bridgebuilder program.



We will  keep everyone informed on our progress and ask for your prayers, that God may lead us into

a future in which our lives are enriched in our common worship and praise of God.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Jeff Laustsen

HIGHLIGHTS FROM CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
Congregational Council will be meeting on Wednesday, January 17 for the

first meeting of 2018.  

As far as the kitchen renovations, delays have occurred with the installation of the fire suppression

system, due to the height requirements of the outside fan.  After consideration, it has been decided

to install the outside fan as per the requirements of the City of Stratford.  In addition to this delay, we

have encountered further delays in scheduling the company for the installation.  It is our hope that the

installation will take place in early January with a subsequent inspection after the installation.  

A number of baseboard heaters are not functioning throughout the building.  A company is being

consulted to investigate the situation and make their recommendations to the Property Committee.

The Music Task Force members have been meeting to firstly determine the needs and desires of our

Congregation regarding a Music Director.  They will be considering all aspects of music at Zion.  They

have also been asked to prepare a written job description that can then be used to advertise, interview

and eventually hire the Music Director who will best be able to fulfill Zion’s requirements.  The Music

Task Force will make recommendations to Congregational Council.  They are also investigating the

possibility of hiring an interim Music Director and will provide Congregational Council with a

recommendation.  On Sunday, January 14, 2018, we will recognize and thank Lynne Hopcroft for her

ministry with us.

Pastor Riitta Hepomaki presented her Action Report to the Congregation following worship service on

Sunday, November 26, 2017 and provided written copies of the Report.  Pastor Riitta has met with the

Action Planning Team and the Action Planning Team held meetings with the congregation on Sunday,

December 17, 2017 @ 9:00 am prior to Worship Service.

The recommendation from the Endowment Fund Committee as to the allocation of the estimated

disbursable income from 2017 was approved by the Congregational Council.  The report will be

presented for approval at the Annual Congregational Meeting in February 2018.

The recommendation from the Finance Committee as to the budgets for both the Current Fund and 

the Benevolence Fund were approved by the Congregational Council.  The budgets will be presented

for approval at the Annual Congregational Meeting in February 2018.

The 2018 Annual Congregational Meeting will be Sunday, February 11, 2018, following worship service. 

There are three vacancies needing to be filled on Congregational Council.  The Nominating Committee

have met and will be proposing three candidates at the Annual Meeting.  Candidates from the floor

can also be nominated at the Annual Meeting.

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT
Do you remember the questions you asked as a child, or the questions you were

asked by your children?  Questions like:  “But why should I share?”  “Why should I

care?”  “Why should I be nice?”  Why can’t I keep what I have for myself?”  Ironically,

these are more than children’s questions; they are life questions.  Ignore them and

life degenerates into a negative lifestyle with tendencies of looking inward to our own

self needs, dare to live them and generosity becomes pivotal to the well-lived life.

There is more to generosity than money.  As a virtue and a practice, generosity has to do with the way

we use our skills and the manner in which we share ideas, practice hospitality, offer encouragement,

make connections and use our time to address the needs of others.  Generosity is reflected in the

quality of our relationships and the way we engage with people via acts of caring and compassion.  As

a lifestyle, generosity is measured by our giving and volunteering as well as the manner in which we

nurture relationships and live out our neighborliness.  

Everything we have is the gift of a generous God that comes to us as lavish grace, birthing within us

a sense of gratitude.  How, in turn, do we express our gratitude?  By living generously, by offering

hospitality to all, by setting injustices right, and by caring for the hurting of the world.

As we embark on our worship life in this New Year, think about how you can more faithfully seek God’s

kingdom as a follower of Jesus Christ.  How is God calling you to do good, be rich in good deeds, and

be generous and willing to share?

WOMEN OF FAITH NEWS
Women Of Faith Executive for 2018:

President: Joanne Young

Secretary: Joyce Dietz

Treasurer: Ellen Wolfe

Chair of Outreach & Fellowship: Rita Mueller

     Program Coordinator: Darlene Illman



Congratulations and thanks to Darlene Illman, Joanne Cosstick and Linda Springer for completing the

course of Food and Safety Handling through Perth Health Unit.

In December WOF donated $500 to Stratford Perth Rotary Hospice and $500 to Zion Deficit Fund.

December 2 - 55 shut in baskets were prepared. Many thanks to all for donating the homemade

cookies and the ladies who helped to pack them. Special thanks to the confirmands who delivered

them.

December 4 - Annual Christmas Dinner was held at Queens Hotel. A delicious dinner followed by

singing of carols was enjoyed by all. Again, a visit for Santa and Frosty was the highlight of the evening.

December 22 - Ellen Wolfe and myself visited the Alta’ eh family (refugee family). We gave them a

large roasting pan and a goody basket. A very delightful Christmas experience.

World Day of Prayer will be held on Friday, March 2, at 2 PM at Avondale United Church. Members

will be contacted.

March Meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 28, at 7:30 PM

We always welcome new members.

WOF President, Joanne Young               

NEW CO-ORDINATOR
Jane Terheardt has graciously accepted the volunteer position of Zion’s Meals On

Wheels co-ordinator. Jane will assume this position in 2018, and will be contacting

our dedicated group of volunteers in February to arrange delivery of meals for our

March commitment. Thank you Jane! 

    

 

WE WELCOME NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT
We are pleased to announce that Paula McNaughton has agreed to become the Sunday School

Superintendent. We thank her for her willingness to assume this important role for our Sunday School

Children. We also thank Mindy Gough for her years of service in our Sunday School.

+ FUNERALS +

Dorothy Giffin, on November 25

Don Wagner, on December 13

THANK YOU
A heartfelt thank you to the following for donating to the Christmas Flower Fund:

Jason Ashby; Elsie Dahm; Wayne & Linda Faulhafer; Richard & Anne Graul; Barb &

Brian Gropp; Judith Hammond; Wendy Hansen; Sheila Hausleitner, Willi Hausleiter

and Shirley Whittaker; Bea Huras; Bev & Robert Keutsch; Wayne & Lynnette

McLeod; Pauline & Brian Schade; Jim & Judy Stanley; Gord & Elaine Steed; Eva Wagner; Bob & Heather

Wickenheiser; Noreen Wilker; Jean Weir; Ellen Wolfe & Bruce Mitchell; Margaret Wolfe; Wayne &

Joanne Young; Elfrieda Zimmerman.

ZION’S FRIENDSHIP MEAL
Zion will host the Friendship Meal on Friday,  February 23 at 5 PM. At that meal we

will host guests from the Stratford area who are in need of fellowship or a good

home-cooked meal. In order to serve our guests well, volunteers are needed who

can serve for the event or for an hour or two to prepare for the meal. Help is appreciated to set tables,

prepare the food, serve tables or help with clean up. Please contact Sister Jean Widmeyer (273-6810)

if you can help.

FEBRUARY 2018 VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers assist with our Sunday morning worship services. Listed below are those who serve in

February as a reminder and as a thank you for serving.

Date Communion

Assistants

Greeters Readers Usher

Captains

Counting

Captains

Feb. 4 Marilyn Sylvester &

Sister Jean Widmeyer

Mike & Wendy

Holman    

Ed Illman  Tom Cosstick Lynnette

McLeod

Feb. 11 N/A         Ed & Darlene

Illman 

Susan Iredale  Tom Cosstick  

 

N/A

Feb. 14 Vicar Jason Ashby Paul & Janet

Jeffery 

Vicar Jason

Ashby

Darrell

Renecker

N/A        

Feb. 18 Liz Bomasuit &

Stephen Fischer

Tim & Susan

Iredale

Dr. Jo

Knackstedt 

Darrell

Renecker

Paul Hansen

Feb. 25 N/A Robert &

Beverley

Keutsch

Marg Lamont  Brian Wilker Kevin Tuer 
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