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“We Won’t Get Fooled Again”

“So they went out and fled the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to
anyone, for they were afraid.”

I was working in the office one afternoon a few weeks ago when the telephone rang.  When I picked it up
and said “hello,” at first no one was on the line, which is usually a sign that it’s either a “robocall” or a
telemarketer.  But when the recorded voice began, I knew immediately what it was: the infamous Canada
Revenue Agency scam.  In a very ominous voice, the caller warned me that the CRA had issued a warrant for
back taxes, and if I didn’t call the given phone number immediately and refer to a certain case file that the
police would come and arrest me.  Since I’ve received a similar call at home, I was laughing at the absurdity
of what the message was suggesting: would the police arrive at our church building and arrest the church? 
Would a SWAT team surround the building and sent tear gas in to force us out of worship?  Is the
congregation of Zion Lutheran Church now on the notorious Ten Most Wanted list?  As I hung up the phone
– with no intention, of course, of calling anyone – the words of a classic rock song from the Who was
echoing through my head: We Won’t Get Fooled Again.

Scams such as this are becoming all too common, and sadly there are a few vulnerable people who are
fooled by the despicable people who prey on their trust and naivety.  Many of us have received emails from
“Nigerian princes” proposing partnerships to share in the millions of dollars they have to invest with us, or
“get rich quick” real estate scams, or voices claiming to be long-lost relatives in need of bail money in
foreign lands.  We’ve heard it all before, and it’s made us suspicious, jaded, even cynical; we vow that we
won’t get fooled again, even if it turns out that a person seeking our assistance has a legitimate need.  Our
ability to trust the word of another person has been serious compromised by too many bad experiences.

We won’t get fooled again – so it shouldn’t surprise us that the news of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ was
received with suspicion and doubt by those who first heard it.  While the Easter message that “Jesus Christ
is risen today” fills Christians with joy and praise on this Easter morning, the reactions on that first Easter
day were quite different:

· In Mark’s Gospel, the women who come to the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus are “alarmed”
when they discover that the stone at the entrance to the tomb has been rolled away and the body
of Jesus is missing.  The word of “a young man, dressed in a white robe” provides them with little
comfort; even though he announces that “he has been raised; he is not here,” the women “fled from
the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they
were afraid.” (Mark 16:8).

· In Matthew’s account of the Resurrection, the women’s reaction to the angelic announcement is
filled with mixed emotions: “So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his
disciples.” (Matthew 28:8).

· In the Gospel of John, Mary Magdalene comes to the tomb alone, and when she discovers the
empty tomb, she immediately “ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom
Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know
where they have laid him.’” (John 20:2).  When the disciples run to the tomb and see that it is
empty, they return to their homes; but Mary Magdalene weeps inconsolably, even when a
mysterious gardener appears and asks her, “Woman, why are you weeping?  Whom are you looking
for?” (20:15).



· The reaction of the disciples in the Gospel According to Luke is the closest to our response when we
hear something that seems “too good to be true”: “But these words seemed to them an idle tale,
and they did not believe them.” (Luke 24:11).  Like us, the disciples had vowed that “we won’t get
fooled again.”

This is the most joyous day for us because we are the heirs of generations of Christian proclamation of the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The entire Christian faith is rooted in the good news that Christ has risen, and
that because he lives we shall live also.  We have been blessed by the faithful witness of our forebears in
faith who have testified to the truth of the Resurrection, and that our hope is rooted in this word that is
always trustworthy and true.  But for these followers of Jesus, any report that he had risen from the dead
would have seemed at best too good to be true, at worst a cruel joke.  After all, it had only been a matter of
hours since Jesus was crucified at Golgotha; our own creeds testify to the fact that on Good Friday Jesus
was “crucified, died, and was buried.”  Jesus himself had warned them of this dreaded fate: “The Son of Man
is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him” (Mark 9:31).  The same women who came to the
tomb that Sunday morning had witnessed his death on the Cross and his burial “in a tomb that had been
hewn out of the rock [with] a stone against the door of the tomb.” (Mark 15:46).  Jesus was dead, and death
is the end.  An empty tomb?  A resurrected body?  Sorry, the disciples may have thought, but we’ve already
given up hope, and “we won’t get fooled again.”

But even though their gathering was shrouded in despair and doubt, these disciples should not have been
so dismissive of the word of the women.  While Jesus had predicted his death on numerous occasions, each
of these predictions is accompanied by an announcement of resurrection: 

· “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and
the scribes, and they will condemn him to death; then they will hand him over to the Gentiles; they
will mock him, and spit upon him, and flog him, and kill him; and after three days he will rise again.”
– Mark 10:33-34.

The “two men in dazzling clothes” who appear to the women in Luke’s Gospel remind them of these words
of Jesus as they look upon the empty tomb:

· “Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here, but has risen.  Remember how he
told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be
crucified, and on the third day rise again.” – Luke 24:5-7.

The women’s report should have been credible to the disciples because they were relating events of which
they had firsthand experience; they reported what they had seen and heard immediately.  Furthermore, the
disciples should have believed them because their character had been established by the reports of their
selfless service to Jesus and his disciples; it was these women who had “provided for [the disciples] out of
their resources” (8:3), and had been eyewitnesses to Jesus’ death when the disciples were hiding in fear. 
Nevertheless, the disciples do not accept their testimony; indeed, the motif of doubt is one that recurs in
each of the resurrection accounts in the four Gospels:

· “When the [eleven disciples] saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.” – Matthew 28:17.
· “Then [Jesus] said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands.  Reach out your hand and

put it in my side.  Do not doubt but believe.’” – John 20:27.
· “After this he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were walking into the country.  And

they went back and told the rest, but they did not believe them.” – Mark 16:12-13.



While doubt over the truthfulness of these accounts of the resurrection of Jesus Christ were common on
that first Easter morning, the proclamation of Christ’s resurrection soon became the heart of the preaching
and teaching of the early church.  In his sermon on the first Day of Pentecost, Peter boldly proclaims that
“this Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses” (Acts 2:32).  When he is invited into the home
of a Gentile, Peter’s proclamation results in many coming to believe in Jesus Christ as Lord of all nations:

· “We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.  They put him to death by
hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he
rose from the dead.  He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead.  All the prophets testify about him that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” – Acts 10:39-43.

The preaching of St. Paul is rooted in this same proclamation of the resurrection of Jesus Christ: “… that
Christ died of our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on
the third day in accordance with the scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).  The Resurrection is good news not
merely because of what happened to Jesus on that first Easter morning, but what his Resurrection means to
all people who are baptized in his name:

· “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death?  Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  For if we
have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection
like his.” – Romans 6:3-5.

Yet in spite of the fact that the Resurrection has been at the heart of Christian proclamation (kerygma) from
its very beginning, the Easter message has always been met with skepticism and doubt, as if it’s news that’s
“too good to be true.”  Paul confronts this uncertainty in his first letter to the Corinthians, in which he asks
that “if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no resurrection of the
dead?” (1 Corinthians 15:12).  It is not the resurrection of Christ that is being seriously disputed in Corinth,
but the possibility of the resurrection of the dead.  Paul’s argues from the shared affirmation that Christ has
been raised: if some Corinthians are proposing a universal negative – that no one can rise from the dead –
then it follows that Christ, who was dead, can also not be raised: “If there is no resurrection of the dead,
then Christ has not been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain
and your faith has been in vain.” (15:13-14).  If Christ has not been raised then “your faith is futile and you
are still in your sins.” (15:17).  Christian proclamation “is worthless without the resurrection of Christ; it has
no true content and hence no power.” (William Orr and James Arthur Walther).

But the good news for Paul and for all believers is that “in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first
fruits of those who have died.” (15:20).  The Easter proclamation is good news for us because it assures us
that “because he lives, we shall live also” (John 14:19) and that we have the confident faith that “neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39).

· “… the proclamation of Easter Day is that all is well.  And as a Christian, I say this not with the easy
optimism of one who has never known a time when all was not well but as one who has faced the
cross in all its obscenity as well as in all its glory, who has known one way or another what it is like
to live separated from God.  In the end, his will, nor ours, is done.  Love is the victor.  Death is not



the end.  The end is life.  His life and our lives through him, in him.  Existence has greater depths of
beauty, mystery, and benediction than the wildest visionary has ever dared to dream.  Christ our
Lord has risen.” – Frederick Buechner.

Experience has taught us to be skeptical of an offer that appears to be “too good to be true” or of a
threatening email or telephone call that is meant only to deceive and harm us.  We have vowed that “we
won’t get fooled again”; and on this day that is given over to being fooled, the message that “Jesus Christ is
risen today” may at first appear to be more of the same foolishness.  But our experience as Christians has
taught us that this Word is different from other words; this Word can be trusted, because it is rooted in the
Word of God.  The Easter proclamation, that “Christ is risen, he is risen indeed, Alleluia!” is trustworthy and
true because it is the Word that comes to us from our God whose love is steadfast and sure, whose
presence is certain, and whose promises are always fulfilled.  We can trust the good news of the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ because we know that the Word of God “shall not return to me empty, but it
shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:11).  We know
“that Christ is raised and dies no more.  Embraced by death, he broke its fearful hold, and our despair he
turned to blazing joy.  Hallelujah!” (ELW Hymn 449).

· “Because Jesus lives we too may live, with as much time as God gives us, free from fear of the past,
free from fear of the future.  Christ ever goes before us.  He goes before us blazing a path for us to
follow, and where Christ has gone we need not fear.  Christ went to the cross; we need not fear the
cross.  Christ went to the grave; we need not fear the grave.  Christ has gone into the future; we
need nor fear the future.  Christ inhabits life; we need not fear life … Because he lives, so, too, may
we.  Life begins, my friends, when you discover this truth for yourselves, and act upon it.” – Peter
Gomes.

WE WON’T GET FOOLED AGAIN – By anyone or anything that tries to deceive us, attempts to make
promises that will never be fulfilled, seeks to enslave us in fear or cause us to be filled with doubt, or drives
us into despair.  We won’t get fooled again because we know – beyond the shadow of a doubt – that “Christ
is risen indeed!” – and because Christ lives, we shall live also in love, in joy, and in confidence that “we
won’t get fooled again” because “neither life nor death shall ever from the Lord his children sever.”

CHRIST IS RISEN!  HE IS RISEN INDEED!  ALLELUIA!
Amen.


