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“The Word of Triumph”
“When Jesus had received the wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’  Then he bowed his head and gave
up his spirit.”

IT IS FINISHED.

There is a brutal finality in Jesus’ final words from the Cross.  Finished.  The end.  Done.  No
more.  All appears lost; the mission and purpose that was predominant throughout Jesus’
ministry is over.  Jesus has died, and with him have died the hopes of his followers that he was
the fulfillment of the promises of God through the prophets, the promise that they had hope
was fulfilled in him.  But no more; all is finished, all is lost, all is hopeless.
IT IS FINISHED.

But there is another way to look at Jesus’ final words at Golgotha.  “Finished” means “having
completed or ended an action or activity”; to have “finished” something can mean bringing it to
completion: 

· “I’ve finished my homework.”
· “I’ve finished my taxes.”
· “I’ve finished painting the living room.”

When something is “finished,” it can means that the task has been accomplished, that we have
seen something through until it has successfully been fulfilled.  For Jesus, his dying words are
not an admission of defeat but a shout of triumphant victory:

· “The death of the Johannine Christ is not a scene of suffering, of ignominy, of universal
desolation – it is the beginning of a great triumph.” – A. Loisy.

In his death on the Cross, Jesus has finished the purpose and mission for which he was born; he
has accomplished the salvation that God willed for all humanity.  It is the fulfillment of the
famous verse of the Fourth Gospel, that “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him shall not perish but shall have eternal life.” (3:16).  It is the
completion of the mission of Christ who defeated sin, death, and the power of the devil “not
with gold or silver but with his holy, precious blood and his innocent suffering and death” (Small
Catechism).  In his death on the Cross, Jesus accomplished what was prophesied by Isaiah; he is
the Suffering Servant who “was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed.” (Isaiah
53:5).  The death of Jesus is not the end; it is the beginning of a new chapter, the dawn of a new
era for all who will be baptized into his death and resurrection:



· “Christianity begins not with a big do, but with a big done.  We begin our Christian life by
depending not upon our own but upon what Christ has done.  Until you realize this you
are no Christian; for to say: ‘I can do nothing to save myself; but by his grace God has
done everything for me in Christ’ is to take the first step of faith.” – Watchman Nee.

IT IS FINISHED.

Martin Luther reflected on these words as the valedictory of one who has fulfilled all that he
was to accomplish so that he might be the Saviour of all nations and all peoples:

· “Here he reminds himself of the divine will that he had to suffer in this way.  He can
think of nothing else that remains to be done, for all that was written in the Holy
Scripture was finished.  Therefore he gives himself up to God, saying, ‘Into your hand I
commit my spirit” (Psalm 31:5).  That is Christ’s farewell, which he speaks for our sake,
so that we may know the Father’s heart.”

IT IS FINISHED … and now it has all begun.

Amen.


