
PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL
“For all the faithful women who served in days of old, to you shall thanks be given; to all, their

story told.” – ELW Hymn 419

The roots of my call to ordained ministry were planted and nurtured in the good soil of the Sunday

School at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in North Plainfield.  Every Sunday, we would gather to learn

the central truth of the Christian faith, that “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” 

I was taught about the love of God and that I am a child of God through all the faithful women of

my home congregation who shared their faith with us and blessed us with their witness to the faith

that remains a source of strength and hope in my life.  I give thanks to God for women like Bernice

Badida, Alvine Rand, and all the faithful women who shared God’s love with me and so many of my

fellow Christians at St. Peter’s.

The story of God’s people is filled with tales of faithful women who were called

by God to be faithful witnesses of God’s love and to be the vessels through which

God’s will was accomplished “on earth as it is in heaven.”  In both the Old and

New Testaments, women were called by God and played an important role in

God’s story of salvation and restoration.  We give thanks as we remember how

“they served with strength and gladness in tasks your wisdom gave.  To you their

lives bore witness, proclaimed your power to save.”

This year, our weekday Bible Study classes will be focusing on Women in the Bible.  Our studies will

include well-known women such as Mary the Mother of Jesus, Sarah, Ruth, and Mary Magdalene;

lesser-known women such as Miriam, Deborah, Priscilla, and Lydia; and more “notorious” women,

including Jezebel, Delilah, and Salome.  We will be studying these women in both of our weekday

classes:

· Mondays at 7:00 p.m. beginning on September 17.
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· Thursdays at 12:00 noon beginning on September 20.

The witness of these biblical women reminds us that God calls all people, both women and men,

into lives of faithful service in the Church.  Sadly, for many centuries women were denied the

opportunities to serve on an equal footing with men; but in our lifetime, we have seen women

taking on leadership roles in all aspects of the church’s life and ministry (the national Lutheran

bishops in both Canada in the United States are currently women).  The mission of the Church is

fully blessed when all God’s people – women and men, young and old, clergy and laypeople – are

given the opportunity to use the gifts given to them by God “to equip the saints for the work of

ministry, for building up the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12).

“With saints who went before us, with saints who witness still, we sing glad alleluias and strive to

do your will.”

I invite you to join us as we share the stories of these women of the Bible and as we consider how

we might join with them so that “faithful to your service, our lives may sing your praise.”

Your fellow servant,

Pastor Jeff Laustsen

NEW INTERN
We welcome Jonah Bruce as our intern for the coming year.  Jonah is a native of New

Brunswick and a student at Martin Luther University College (formerly Waterloo

Lutheran Seminary).  We look forward to serving with Jonah in the coming year.

ORDINATION OF JASON ASHBY
Jason Ashby will be ordained a minister of Word and Sacrament on Friday,

September 28 at 7:00 p.m. at Mount Zion Lutheran Church in Waterloo.  Jason has

been called as pastor of Faith Lutheran Church in Port Elgin.  Our prayers are with

Jason and his family as they begin their life and ministry with the people of Faith.

http://www.zionstratford.com
mailto:zionlc@golden.net


MINISTRY OF MUSIC
Greetings from the desk of Mr. Paul!

September is often a time of new beginnings and making choices about what, where, when, how

we can celebrate who we are and how we can explore and grow in what we believe.

You are what you practice! Breathe in, Breathe out, Smile, you are alive! Thus you have the

privilege of making a choice.

At this time, I invite everyone to look into their hearts and consider the

possibility of getting involved in the music program at Zion. If you enjoy

singing, play a musical instrument, please feel safe and welcome to

reach out and introduce yourself to me. This is a new beginning for me and I invite you to join me,

the choir, Franklin and Marco as we explore finding a kind way to be, to be who we are as we sing!

You can leave a message for me at the Church office, 519-271-8527.

Thank You for being You!

Musically Yours,

Mr. Paul

NEW SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
Beginning Sunday, September 9, we will be offering a new worship service at 8:30 a.m. in the

Chapel.  This service will provide an alternative opportunity for people who might be unable to

attend the 10:00 a.m. service.  The Sunday Chapel service will include songs, Bible readings, a

sermon, and Holy Communion every Sunday.  The service will run @45 minutes so that people with

busy Sunday schedules may worship and get to their other obligations.  Please contact Pastor Jeff

for additional details.

CONFIRMATION CLASS  
Classes for incoming Grade 7 and returning Grade 8 students will begin on

Thursday, October 4 at 4:15 p.m.  Registration materials will be mailed in early

September; please speak with Pastor Jeff for more information.

   

RALLY SUNDAY
A much loved tradition, at Zion, returns on Sunday, September 9, as our

congregation gathers for Rally Sunday which marks the beginning of another

program year for the congregation. On this Sunday, our 2018-2019 Sunday School

teachers and helpers will be installed for their ministry of service and teaching.

ZION TABLE FOR SENIORS
Zion Table For Seniors, a beloved ministry at Zion promoting fun, food, and

friendship, returns on Tuesday, September 25 at 12 noon. Our after dinner

musical entertainment for about ½ hour or so, will be Daisy & Anna (Seniors

themselves) and an inspiration to us all. Cost is only $12. Please call Doris

Bartlett 519-271-9622 or Rita Mueller 519-271-6539 to sign up by Tuesday, September 18, 10 AM.

WOF CELEBRATING 120 YEARS
Welcome back. Hope everyone had an enjoyable summer. WOF have a lot going on this fall as we

continue the celebration of our 120 years of faithful service here at Zion.

Executive Meeting, Thursday, September 6 at 10 AM

WOF Meeting, Wednesday, September 26 at 7:30 PM Speaker: Carole Huband - Topic: Anniversary

Women’s right to vote. All Zion women are welcome.

Sunday, October 14: We will be having a dedication service to bless and acknowledge

the overwhelming response for the donations to CLWR. So far, we have collected 121

blankest for babies, children and adults, and 120 pillowcase dresses for girls. We are still

working on boys shorts and hygiene kits until October 20. Details can be found at the

back of the church.



Sunday, October 28: Reformation Sunday Luncheon served by WOF. Tickets will be available soon.

Many thanks to Mary-Lou Drown and Jan Bennewitz who have been busy compiling information

and history for a 120 booklet. Special thanks to Olivia Watts for typing up all the information.

Please Note: 

Saturday, December 8 at 9 AM Packing Shut In Baskets

Sunday, December 9: Annual Christmas Dinner

Donations for hygiene kits will be accepted until October 19. Thank you so much for your

participation.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Sunday School starts Sunday, September 9 at 10 AM. Children come out and see

your friends, meet new friends and meet your teacher. We are still looking for

teachers for our combined class of 3, 4, and 5 year olds and teacher(s) for our

combined class of grades 1 & 2. No experience is necessary. You receive the

requred material to teach the lessons. Don’t want to each from September to

May, that is fine. You can do September to December or January to May. If

interested, please contact Pastor Jeff or Paula McNaughton at 519-273-2174 (evenings).

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT
People define ministry by what they see the minister doing, which is proclaiming the Word of God

and caring for people’s souls.  And while that is true, it’s unfortunate, because ministry is more

than that.  The word ministry in both Greek and Hebrew is the same word as

servant.  And servants are people who are at the disposal of one another. 

And so once we replace the word ministry with the word service, we begin

to see that stewardship is ministry in the sense that all of us, not just the

Pastor, are responsible to do what God wants and are accountable to Him. Of

course, we hope to do that in the power of the Spirit with the anointing touch of God.  But it’s

service to God and to the world simultaneously.  So, the word ministry points to the source and

the ultimate goal, and the word stewardship implies the care of people, resources, gifts and

talents.

As we approach our church life and programs this fall, we ask that you prayerfully consider where

your talents and resources can be shared, in order to fulfil God’s purposes in our church.    

+ IN MEMORIAM +
Sarah Winters, July 4 

FRIENDSHIP MEAL

The Friendship Meal will be held on Friday, September 28.

Preparation and serving a Friendship Meal is a ministry that involves

many members and friends of Zion, adults and youth. Your help in this

ministry is appreciated. Help is needed in cooking, setting tables,

serving and cleanup. Preparation begins at 1 PM, but volunteers are

invited to come to the kitchen, as your schedules permit.

If you want to be involved in the Friendship Meal, please speak to Sister Jean or call her at 519-273-

6810. The Friendship Meal staff will be glad to hear from you.

+ BAPTISMS +
Adeline Eva Montgomery, August 12

Jack Buck Hemstock, August 26

CHALICE AND PATEN
A new chalice and paten (Communion cup and plate) for use in

Chapel worship has been given to the glory of God in loving 

memory of Verne Hammer by wife Joyce Hammer and family.



SEPTEMBER VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers assist with our Sunday morning worship services. Listed below are those who serve in

September as a reminder and as a thank you for serving.

Date Communion

Assistants

Greeters Readers Usher

Captains

Counting

Captains

Sept 2 Stephen Fischer &

David Bennewitz

Paul & Norma

Hansen 

Liz Bomasuit Tom Cosstick Judy Stanley

Sept 9 N/A Ed & Darlene

Illman

Dianne Hiller Darrell

Renecker

Judy Stanley

Sept 16 Barb Higgins & Ed

Illman    

Wayne & Barb

Higgins

Ed Illman Darrell

Renecker

Tom Cosstick

Sept 23 N/A Tim & Susan

Iredale

Brian Wilker Brian Wilker Tom Cosstick

Sept 30 N/A Paul & Janet

Jeffery

Mary-Lou

Drown

Brian Wilker Liz Bomasuit


