
PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word …” – Luke 2:29.

Of all the special days that are observed through the year, I’ve always found

Groundhog Day to be the silliest.  Relying on a rodent to predict the length of a

season doesn’t make any sense, but despite that news reports include scenes of

people gathering in the cold early morning hours to witness the groundhog being

taken out of its burrow, with the crowds waiting see whether or not it sees its

shadow.  I’m not even sure if seeing the shadow means that there will be an early

or a late spring, but from experience I’ve never noticed any difference.  It may be

a way to bring some joy to the dismal weeks of winter but putting one’s trust for

weather forecasting in a groundhog is preposterous.

While the groundhog may not be the best source of weather information, there is another event that

occurs on February 2 that is far more significant for Christians.  This day on the church calendar is

observed as the Presentation of Our Lord, our observance of the event reported in Luke’s Gospel when

Jesus’ parents present him in the Jerusalem Temple in accordance with the teachings of the Torah:

“When their time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall

be designated as holy to the Lord”) and they offered a sacrifice according to what was stated in the law

of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.’” (Luke 2:22-24).  It is a reminder for Luke’s

readers that Jesus was born into an observant Jewish family that would have raised their son in the

traditions and customs of their faith.

As the Holy Family arrives at the Temple, two persons who were fixtures at this holy site are waiting

to greet them.  The first is Simeon, a man described by Luke as “righteous and devout, looking forward

to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him.” (2:25).  Simeon waited in the blessed

hope he had received that “he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.” (2:26). 

We do not know how long Simeon had waited, but when he sees Mary and Joseph bringing their forty-

day-old son to the Temple, Simeon takes the child in his arms and sings the song of praise that is

known by its Latin name, the Nunc Dimittis:
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· “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all peoples, a light for

revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” – 2:29-32.

Luke reports that there was a second person at the Temple that day who rejoiced in the fulfillment of

God’s promises.  Anna, identified as a prophet, came “and began to praise God and to speak about the

child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.” (2:38).  Both Simeon and Anna sing out

the good news that all God’s people join in proclaiming: that God is faithful to God’s promises, that

as God has accomplished what had been spoken through the prophets in the coming of our Lord Jesus

Christ God will also fulfill all that has yet to be fulfilled in our future.  A groundhog may not have the

ability to predict the weather in the near future, but the song that we share on this day gives us the

assurance that “God [will keep] us steadfast in his word and in faith until the end of our lives.  This is

God’s gracious and good will.” (Martin Luther, Small Catechism).

Will the groundhog see its shadow this year, or will it be a cloudy, shadowless day for this

meteorological rodent?  Frankly, I don’t care; but on February 2, we can rejoice along with Simeon,

Anna, and all the faithful who rejoice in the sure and certain hope that God in Christ has fulfilled all

that God has promised, so that we might live in the blessed light and glorious hope that abides with

us in the presence of the holy child of Mary, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Jeff Laustsen

VICAR’S DEVOTIONAL
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” - John 1:5

Happy New Year! 

The holiday season has drawn to an end, trees and decorations have been put into storage for another

year, and the world is eagerly anticipating what 2019 might have to offer. Of course, as the New Year

embarks, many embrace the promises of New Year resolutions and goals, while others reflect silently

on the joys and challenges of the previous year. During this time of year, I often look retrospectively

at my entire life thus far. I try to make sense of my journey and attempt to extrapolate life lessons

from both the accomplishments and failures that have brought me to where I am today. This year, I

find myself quite frequently reflecting on my early days in university. 

In the first semester of my university career, I met a little boy named Timmy who was inquisitive and

so full of wonder and awe. Little Timmy and his dad had recently moved into the area. Being young
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and inquisitive, little Timmy was eager to explore. His father was apprehensive and wasn’t sure that

Timmy was ready to explore on his own. “But I’m practically an adult dad” Timmy argued, “I did just

turn 7.” 

The conversation continued until Timmy and his father came to an agreement. Timmy could go

exploring as long as he stayed within a one block radius of their home. The 1 block boundaries were

clearly marked because there was a park on one side of their home and on the other side a huge

Catholic Church with a crucifix on its steeple. Timmy felt a little bit afraid to go near the church and

seeing Jesus hanging so high on the cross upset him, so it helped keep him within the 1 block radius

that he had agreed to.  

As one might imagine, Timmy loved his new found freedom, but seeing the same old things quickly

became boring. So one day, when left under the care of a babysitter, Timmy decided to explore

outside of the agreed parameters. He discovered an exciting toy shop only a few blocks from his home

and then he came across a train station that was another two blocks from the toy store. Astounded

by all that the world had to offer, Timmy kept walking and walking and when he was nearly ten blocks

away from home he began to smell the sweet aroma of popcorn and realized that he was hungry. He

turned and began the journey home, but it wasn’t long before he realized that he had no idea where

he was or how to get home. So, little Timmy sat down and he began to cry. 

Many people passed him by, but eventually a kind stranger stopped to see if she could offer

Timmy any assistance. “Dear child, what’s the matter?” the stranger asked. “I don’t know

how to get home” Timmy explained through the tears. The kind stranger continued asking

Timmy questions in hope of narrowing down their search, but found it difficult to understand

Timmy because he was looking down and because his voice was muffled by his tears. “I might

be able to hear you better if you look up at me” the lady suggested. So Timmy lifted his eyes

to look at the stranger and immediately jumped up and screamed: “there! there!” “What are

you pointing to!?” she asked. 

“There, in the sky, look” Timmy exclaimed while pointing to the steeple of the Catholic Church in the

far distance: “If you can just get me to Jesus, I can find my way from there.” 

And so the stranger lead Timmy to the big Catholic Church that had the crucifix of Jesus and with her

assistance he was able to find his way home from there.

There are many lessons that one might extrapolate from this story. I think that Timmy’s story sort of

speaks for itself. As I enter a new year, Timmy’s experience causes me to reflect upon my own journey

and the many moments when the path was made clear simply by shifting my focus unto God instead

of the harshness of life’s circumstances. As a new year unfolds, I hope that the people of our world will

see the love and compassion of Christ in and through us so that they too might see a new way of

journeying home, into the warm embrace of a God who is full of love and mercy. 

As we enter into 2019, perhaps as a church, as a community, and as individuals we might ask ourselves

the simple question: where is our gaze and attention focused? For God, in abundant mercy,

compassion and grace, is at work in the world, walking with us as we journey, and guiding us along the

way home. May the light of God’s love lead us as we journey into a new year together. For Christ is

the light who shines in the darkness and the darkness of this world will never overcome him.

Blessings,

Vicar Jonah

ANNUAL MEETING: FEBRUARY 17
We are at the time of the year when our congregation holds its annual meeting. This

year our meeting will be held on Sunday, February 17 beginning at 11:15 AM. This

meeting is important as it allows all members to review the year that was and to plan

for the future. An annual meeting is always essential as it allows us to work out

together how we can best be the church of Jesus Christ. Please exercise your privilege

as a member of Zion Church and plan to attend the meeting. All confirmed members have voice and

vote... P.S. Annual reports will be available a week before the meeting, so please pick one up and read

it to prepare for the meeting.

 

     

HIGHLIGHTS FROM CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
The Congregational Council is looking for members interested in serving on the

Congregational Council.  If you are interested in submitting your name for

nomination for Council, please contact either Kevin Tuer, Chairperson or any

other Council member.

The Agenda for our Annual Meeting scheduled for Sunday, February 17, 2019 is being finalized.

Three congregations within the Nith Valley area, namely, St. Peter’s, Milverton; St. Pauls, Moserville;

and St. James, Baden are entering into a shared ministry partnership that includes sharing pastoral

services and other ministry resources.  A task force that is working with these three congregations is

asking the other eleven Nith Valley congregations to vote on a motion of “acknowledgment and

spiritual support, with commitment to provide a participant observer for Parish Council Meetings.” 

A motion was made to acknowledge and support a shared ministry process within the Nith Valley area. 

Seconded/Carried



SALT – Stratford Anglican Lutheran Team for refugees is again considering whether there is interest

in sponsoring another family among the four congregations that are partnered in SALT.  It was decided

to invite organizers to attend our March Congregational Council Meeting to provide more information.

The Christian Education Committee has been formed and their inaugural meeting will be held shortly.

Congregational Life Committee is working on two events for our congregation.  More information will

follow.

Property Committee – Turner Plumbing is currently working on boiler concerns.  The issues pertaining

to five heaters have been repaired.    The Stratford Fire Department did a building inspection recently. 

A list of items that need to be addressed is a work in progress currently.

The Teutonia Choir has requested the use of a rehearsal space at Zion Church.  A motion was made

to approve the use of the Chapel for the Teutonia Choir rehearsals.  Seconded/Carried

A very informative handout from the House of Blessing was provided to us recently.  It contains a list

of their Programs and Services.  It was decided to produce copies which will be made available to our

members in the near future.  Our Church has been very supportive of the House of Blessing over the

years. 

ZION TABLE FOR SENIORS
Our next gathering of Zion Table For Seniors, our ministry which promotes fun,

food, and friendship, takes place on Tuesday, February 26 at 12 noon. Please

let Doris Bartlett (519-271-9622) or Rita Mueller (519-271-6539) know by noon,

Monday, February 18  if you can attend. Lunch cost is only $12. Our entertainment will be Rudy

Deighton and the Half Tones.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Reminder to parents and guardians, please wait until 11:30 AM to pick up your

children/child from Sunday School to allow teachers time to finish up their lessons.

Thank you! 

Our next Craft Sunday will be on Sunday, March 10.

Sunday School Coordinator

Paula McNaughton

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT
“They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus storing up for

themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they can take hold of the life that

really is life.” 1 Timothy 6: 18-19

From the church’s beginning, the concept of living simply, generosity, and

stewardship were present and intertwined.  When the Spirit fell on Pentecost, the

Christians immediately started sharing what they had with each other and with

others in need.  Like those first Christians, generosity naturally happens in our lives

when we realize that we are to love our neighbours as we love ourselves.

Generosity and love are complementary gifts from God.  Love cannot be forced or legislated, but must

be provoked by a love of our neighbour.  We need to remember that Jesus was not afraid to reach out

and touch the poor and marginalized.  Likewise, he invites us to tear down the walls that separate us

from the suffering in the world today.  However, living simply and living in community have become

increasing countercultural in our society today.  We receive constant messages to be financially and

socially independent.  If as Christians we want to live simply, we need to surround ourselves with a

community of good mentors, teachers and examples.  Like a living fire, we can benefit from the stirring

of coals in community to keep our generosity alive and strong against the cultural messages we

receive.

As you worship today and throughout this week, think about how you and our congregation can live

more simply, and more generously. How is God calling you to reach out to your community with loving

generousity?

WOMEN OF FAITH NEWS
It is with joy, excitement and a little trepidation that I enter into the position of

president of Zion Women of Faith. Stepping into a well established group with

strong leadership in the past can be a tad daunting. However, I will do my best!

On Tuesday, January 29  we will have our first Executive Meeting. The Executiveth

consists of myself as president; Joyce Dietz, Secretary; Joanne Cosstick, Treasurer; Darlene Illman,

Program Coordinator; Wendy Hansen, Fellowship/Outreach Coordinator; Bev Keutsch, Funeral Lunch

Convenor. We will discuss plans and future projects at this meeting for presentation at our general

meeting and subsequently to our congregation.

In the meantime, mark your calendars for World Day of Prayer, March 1  at St. Joseph’s Catholicst

Church.



We will do the Easter Morning Breakfast and the Reformation Sunday Dinner again this year. Stay

tuned for details! 

Respectfully Submitted,

Ellen Wolfe

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++

WOF would like to thank everyone who supplied us with such a wonderful variety of cookies for our

shut-in baskets. On December 8  we packed 55 baskets. Thank you to our Confirmands for deliveringth

all the baskets, as shut-ins always enjoy seeing the young people. Also, thank you to all the ladies who

helped to pack or shop. Thank you to Doris Barlett and Beryl Horst for carrying out the tradition of the

card writing.

I am very pleased to pass the position as President to Ellen Wolfe and Treasurer to Joanne Cosstick.

I would like to thank WOF and the congregation for all your support these past 3 years and especially

all donations for the 120  Anniversary project for CLWR.th

The Anniversary booklet is now available. If you would like a copy, contact Joanne Young or Ellen

Wolfe.

Joanne Young, WOF President         

      

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
The Prayer Shawl Ministry members are extending an invitation to anyone who would like to join us

as a member. We meet in Zion Church Parlour on Monday afternoon from 2 PM to 4 PM for an

enjoyable time of friendship, laughter, snacks, coffee and tea while knitting or crocheting. We make

shawls and lap blankets which are donated to hospital patients, residents in Nursing Homes and people

who are ill at home or shut-in.

It is not necessary to know how to knit or crochet as we will teach you, if necessary. All yarn and

needles are supplied. If a ride is required, it can be arranged. Looking forward to welcoming new

members. If you have any questions, please contact: Joyce Dietz at 519-273-8008.

Happy Knitting/Crocheting

The Zion Prayer Shawl Ministry

THANK YOU
A heartfelt thank you to the following for donating to the Christmas Flower Fund: 

Al & Anne Cooper; Doris Chown; Elsie Dahm; Wayne & Linda Faulhafer; Doreen

Graul; Richard & Anne Graul; Barb & Brian Gropp; Tim & Darlene Gropp; Judith

Hammond; Bea Huras; Allan & Phyllis Jeffery; Robert & Bev Keutsch; Bill & Ruth

Lindner; Wayne & Lynnette McLeod; Carl & Gwen Marklevitz; Bob & Cindy Montgomery; Garnet &

Mary Mueller; Ken & Mary Neumeister; Bruce Mitchell & Ellen Wolfe; Jim & Judy Stanley; Gord &

Elaine Steed; Richard & Jean Winter & family; Jean Weir; Margaret Wolfe; Wayne & Joanne Young;

Elfrieda Zimmerman.

ZION’S FRIENDSHIP MEAL
Zion will host the Friendship Meal on Friday,  February 23 at 5 PM. At that meal we

will host guests from the Stratford area who are in need of fellowship or a good

home-cooked meal. In order to serve our guests well, volunteers are needed who

can serve for the event or for an hour or two to prepare for the meal. Help is appreciated to set tables,

prepare the food, serve tables or help with clean up. Please contact Sister Jean Widmeyer (519-273-

6810) if you can help.

FEBRUARY VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers assist with our Sunday morning worship services. Listed below are those who serve in

February as a reminder and as a thank you for serving.

Date Communion

Assistants

Greeters Readers Usher

Captains

Counting

Captains

Feb. 3 Linda Springer &

Darlene Illman

Brad & Sherry

Beatty   

Ed Illman  Steve Lamont Lois Lemon

Feb. 10 N/A         Don & Connie

Campbell

Brian Wilker   Steve Lamont 

  

N/A

Feb. 17 Fritz Steigmeier &

Linda Weitzel

Brian & Sharyl

Coe   

Isabel Cook Ed Illman N/A 

Feb. 24 N/A Gerald & Isabel

Cook

Linda

Springer    

Ed Illman Tim Gropp   



Can YOU Help?? It would be greatly appreciated if you could help us

keep in contact with you. When you move or change your phone

number, could you PLEASE contact the church office with your new

information 519-271-8527. Thank You!


