
PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL
“Be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating, says the Lord; for I am about to create

Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. They shall build houses and inhabit them; they

shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.” – Isaiah 65:18, 21.

This month, Susan and I will mark our fifth anniversary in our home on Galt Road (I was reminded

of this milestone when we were recently contacted by the bank to renew our mortgage). This is the

fifth house in which we have lived during the years of our marriage; and while each of them was

very different, they all had one thing in common: they were the place we

called home. While there are many similarities between a house and a home,

there is one significant difference: home is not merely our legal residence or

the place to which we return at the end of a long day; it is the place where we

are loved, the place where we belong. Home is the place where we are missed

when we are absent and are always welcomed when we return. Home is not

merely a roof over our heads; home is the relationship we share with the

people we love.

As we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ throughout this Easter season, we are

reminded that while our Saviour had no place to call home during his life among us, in his death and

resurrection he has established for us an eternal home into which all of God’s children will one day

be welcomed. The one who lamented to his followers that “foxes have holes, and the birds of the

air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head” (Luke 9:58) would assure his

followers that “in my Father’s house there are many dwelling places; if it were not so, would I have

told you that I go to prepare a place for you?” And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come

again and will take you to myself, so that where I am there you may be also.” (John 14:2-3). While

we look toward that day when we will “dwell in the house of the LORD forever” (Psalm 23:6), we

also live each day in the assurance that the Lord dwells with us and watches over us, giving us the

confidence that “the LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and

forever more.” (Psalm 121:8).
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All around our city, many new houses are being constructed, and soon many people will call these

dwellings home. At the same time, many people are struggling to find decent and affordable places

to call home, and among the new dwellings being built in Stratford are several units of affordable

housing on Britania Street. As families move into their new homes, and our community works to

find good homes for all people, it is our prayer that these new dwellings are places where people

may experience loving relationships and a place where they are always welcome. Above all, we

pray that they may experience the abiding presence of God who promises to dwell among God’s

people even as God’s Word promises us an eternal home where God “will dwell with them; they

will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death

will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed

away.” (Revelation 21:3-4)

Many people mark the occasion of moving into a new home with a “housewarming party,” in which

family and friends are invited to celebrate this new chapter in the life of this family. Some of these

gatherings include prayers for the Blessing of a Home, in which “we thank God for the gift of a

home while honoring the ways people practice their faith in their life at home: chores and hobbies,

cooking and eating, ways of relaxing, relationships within the household and beyond it, caring for

our bodies [and] connecting with the creation.” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Pastoral Care). As

those who are gathered are led from room to room, prayers are offered for those who will call this

place home, prayers are offered that this might be a place where God’s love abides, where all know

that they are welcome, and where all might know that there is room for them in the house of the

Lord.

“O God, watch over us in all our going out and our coming in; keep all evil from our doors; and let

us share the hospitality of our homes with all who visit, that all those who enter may know your love

and peace. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.”

Wherever your place of residence may be, may all of us experience the warmth and love of a true

home where we dwell in the presence of God’s eternal, steadfast love.

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Jeff Laustsen

VICAR’S DEVOTIONAL
For God alone my soul waits in silence;

    from him comes my salvation.

- Psalm 62:1 (NRSV)

One of the first things that I noticed as I moved from New Brunswick to the big city of Waterloo,
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was the noise. The small town that I grew up in is quiet and serene, most of the time. You can hear

the chirping of birds in the stillness of the morning and listen to leaves

dancing in the wind of dusk. Likewise, many claim to hear whispers of

God’s love in the quiet breeze that gently circulates the river banks. All is

quiet, still, and actively at rest. It was amidst this tranquility that I

discovered the gift of silence. It was in this silence that I often found

peace, forgiveness, and the restorative power of God’s love. I therefore

have always found great truth in the words of Ecclesiastes 3, where I am

reminded that there is both: “a time to be silent and a time to speak.”

We live in a world that is filled with chaotic noise; a world where silence is treated as awkward

discomfort. Yet, this silence can be a gift from the Divine, a portal into self-reflection, healing, and

restoration. The month of May is filled with the awakenings of spring. The flowers and grass have

begun to rise beautifully anew from a season of rest and silence. There are many people who long

for this type of restorative awakening, but forget that it is part of a dynamic system, one that

includes stillness and silence. 

As we enter this new month, it is my prayer that we will embrace both the gift of sound and silence,

for God is present amidst both the stillness and the noise.

May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be ever pleasing in your sight, O

Lord (Psalm 19:14).

Yours in Christ,

Vicar Jonah

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
In regards to the Bridgebuilder Program, the Social Media topic is being

addressed by Vicar Jonah hosting a Social Media and Ministry event

beginning Tuesday, April 28  and continuing throughout Tuesdayth

evenings in May.  The objective of this event is designed to train a core

group of people to manage and maintain social media accounts for our church.

A Town Hall meeting is tentatively being planned for Sunday, June 2  after the morning service. nd

Further discussion will take place at our May meeting as to the topic for this meeting.

We were informed at our March meeting that no Vicar is scheduled for Zion Church next year. After

discussion, it was decided that we enter into a discernment process similar to the one in which we

engaged when we were calling our Minister of Music.  A Ministry Task Force would be put together

to discuss needs for ministry pastoral leadership, do we continue with the Vicar program or look

into a part time pastor, and what are the areas of needs/focus, and what funding is needed.

An up-to-date fundraising report was given for the “More Than A Roof” campaign.  The funds

donated to-date total $5,941.00 (Donations - $4,760.00; Fundraising Projects $1,181.35).

Tom Cosstick, Chairperson of the Property Committee informed the members that brick pointing

work needs to be done on the main church building in conjunction with the installation of the new

steel roof.  The Property Committee is presently in the process of obtaining the three quotes for

this work.  The first quote is in the amount of $7,900.00 plus H.S.T.  After discussion, it was decided

that due to the need for this work, the cost for the brick pointing will be charged to the Building

Account.  Due to this expense as well as expenses relating to the heaters in the church, painting of

much needed areas throughout the building, flood damage expenses in regard to our insurance

deductible and pending charges for upgrading the Fire Panel in the church, it was decided that no

further projects will be considered  during the coming year.  Tom Cosstick mentioned that the

spring cleaning of the paved parking lot was done recently through the able assistance of Dan

Neumeister.  In addition, Dan agreed to complete the grading of our large gravel parking lot later

this spring, due to gravel being scraped to the rear of the parking lot from the snow clearance (this

is an annual requirement.)

           

ZION TABLE FOR SENIORS
Tuesday, May 28 is the date for our Zion Seniors dinner and program. 

An interesting and educational speaker, will inform us about an

organization called “Amnesty International,” a group of voluneeters

who band together working with Amnesty, helping those who have

been wrongly imprisoned and tortured in often foreign countries, to be

freed under Human Rights. Our speaker is Mary Beth Jantzi from Stratford, a retired drama teacher

and an active member of Amnesty International for 2 ½ years. Of late, Mary Beth is also getting

involved in community theatre. Do plan to attend by calling Doris Bartlett 519-271-9622 or Rita

Mueller 519-271-6539.  Dinner is at 12 noon sharp, with program to follow. Cost is $12 and must

be signed up for by Tuesday, May 21 by calling Doris Bartlett 519-271-9622 or Rita Mueller 519-

271-6539.



ZION WOMEN OF FAITH
We discussed “More Than A Roof” Campaign at our April general meeting and decided to

participate in both the April and May “Soupfer Sunday.” The April sales went extremely well, with

many of us finding out that we missed out because they were sold out! Good work to all groups

participating! Women of Faith will also prepare a basket for the Silent Auction in June.

We often struggle with enough volunteers for the tasks at hand. In order to

have our Flower Committee feel comfortable and competent at flower

arranging, Linda Springer is offering a flower arranging session at our Women

of Faith General Meeting on Wednesday, May 22 at 7:30 PM in the Fellowship

Hall. We hope to see those involved with the Flower Committee and anyone

interested in becoming a part of the Flower Committee. Thank you Linda for

sharing your expertise in this.

We will once again be taking in a show at the Huron County Playhouse. This year, we have tickets

to “Thoroughly Modern Millie” for Thursday, June 20 at 7:30 PM. We will meet at the Young’s

cottage in Grand Bend for fellowship, any time after 4 PM, with dinner at 5:30 PM, then off to the

show!

 FRIENDSHIP MEAL
Our Friendship Meal continues to serve people in need in our community. Our

May gathering is Friday, May 31 at 5 PM. The people who come to our meal are

a blessing and so are the people who volunteer. We need our volunteers to 

CAN YOU HELP?
We are in need of 1 or 2 Co-ordinator(s) for our Zion

Table For Seniors Group. The Seniors meet the fourth

Tuesday of the month at 12 noon for lunch from

September to June; and then for about 1 hour for

fellowship time. Responsibility would be setting up

entertainment with either a speaker, musician or activity

that they would enjoy and taking a count for the dinner. If you can volunteer for

this position it would be greatly appreciated. Please call Doris Bartlett 519-271-

9622 or Rita Mueller 519-271-6539. Thank you!  

share their blessing of time and service. Please call Sister Jean Widmeyer (519-273-6810).

ZION GARAGE SALE
Zion Church is holding its annual garage sale on Friday, July 5th, beginning

at 12 noon. All the proceeds of this sale will be donated to our

congregational ministry for our Zion Seniors’ Group. The contributions we

are looking for are books, glassware, jewelry, dishes, tools, electrical

appliances, sports equipment, toys, games, etc. The convener is Sheila

Wittig  who can be reached at 519-271-3413. Last day for donations, is

Friday, June 28 . Thanks to your donations, the money  helps to coverth  

entertainer fees, dinners, prizes for games! Your support is greatly

appreciated!  

OUTDOOR SERVICE- JUNE 9
Please join us on June 9 at 10:00 AM  for our outdoor Sunday Service at Upper Queens Park

Bandshell.  Pastor Jeff will lead our Service. 

There is some seating in front of the Bandshell but please bring your lawn chairs. Lunch of

hamburgers and hotdogs will be served afterwards.  Cold drinks will be provided, please feel free

to bring your coffee.

There will be a “Pie in the Face” auction following the service in support of “More Than A Roof”

Fundraising Campaign.

Please sign up at the back of the Church if you will be able to attend and if you can bring a dessert.

Please contact your Congregational Life committee members if you have any questions.

+ IN MEMORIAM +

Georgina McNaughton, March 26

Harold Butcher, March 30

Ian Watson, April 16



THANK YOUS ARE IN ORDER
A heartfelt thank you to all who donated to the Easter Flower Fund: Elsie

Dahm, Bill & Irene Ehgoetz, Wayne & Linda Faulhafer, Brian & Barb Gropp,

Tim & Darlene Gropp,  Judith Hammond, Bob & Joyce Hansen, Robert &

Beverley Keutsch, Merlin & Angela Leis, Bill & Ruth Lindner, Wayne &

Lynnette McLeod, Rita Mueller, Eva  Wagner, Dianne Walkom, Jean Weir, Bruce Mitchell & Ellen

Wolfe, Bob & Heather Wickenheiser, and Elfrieda Zimmermann. 

And a very kind thank you to Linda Springer and Joyce Dietz for purchasing the flowers and

decorating the church!

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT
The word stewardship simply means “to manage someone else’s

property” or “the care of others resources.”  For the Christian, as

scripture proclaims everything belongs to God, we manage the property

of our Lord. Since everything belongs to Christ, we need to have the

attitude and view that our things are His things, our stuff is His stuff, that

all we could have now, all we have lost, all we will have, is His, including

our very bodies and spiritual gifts.  We are mere lessees of the property,

money, relationships, talents, times, and even our lives.  That means all

that we have is not really ours to begin with.  They belong to God.  So

the duty of the Christian is to learn how to become responsible stewards

of our Lord’s resources entrusted into our care.  It means to manage

everything to the best of our abilities for His glory.

Stewardship honours God with all of the relationships and resources in our life.  Thus, we are able

to give Him gratitude for what he did for us and recognize His sovereignty, which is His control and

ownership of all things.  In this way we can honour Him with our worship as well as our material

goods and abilities.

MMMM CONCERT
MMMM Composers in Concert: On May 5 at 4 PM at Zion Lutheran

Church, Marco Burak along with Michel Allard and Michael Dobinson,

present a concert of new and slightly new music to Stratford audiences.

Free will donations to Zion’s Friendship Meal accepted.

MAY  VOLUNTEERS
Listed below are those who serve as a reminder and as a thank you for serving.

Date Communion
Assistants

Greeters Readers Usher
Captains

Counting
Captains

May 5 Linda Weitzel &
Sister Jean
Widmeyer

Steve & Marg
Lamont

Dianne Hiller Steve Lamont Alison
Johnson

May 12 N/A Audrey Miller  Ed Illman   Steve Lamont Dan
Neumeister

May 19 N/A Glen & Fern
Schaefer

Brian Wilker   Ed Illman Dan
Neumeister

May 26 Wayne Young &
Ed Illman

Darrell & Judy
Renecker

Kaitlyn
Famme   

Ed Illman N/A



“MORE THAN A ROOF”
Campaign

Fundraising Events For May
 All Proceeds for “More Than A Roof”   

Sunday, May 5 & June 2 - “Soupfer Sunday” - We invite you to enjoy a “take-home

container” of homemade soup. Cost of soup is by donation.

“Snack Corner” May 5, 12, 19 – Various pastries and sweets will be available during

Coffee Hour. There will be a free-will donation jar available.

“Mother’s Day Candy Gram” – You will have the opportunity to purchase a “Candy

Gram” to send to a special mother or lady in our congregation. With each Candy

Gram, the recipient will receive a Mother’s Day chocolate in addition to a

personalized note. Candy Grams can be delivered anonymously or as a signed

Mother’s Day Gift. Candy Grams will be delivered May 11 & 12. On Sunday, May 26,

we will begin taking orders for “Father’s Day Candy Grams.”

Sunday, May 12 & 26 – These Sunday’s are designated for our Sunday School

children to collect your campaign envelopes. Look for the children before the

service, they will be standing with our greeters. 

Sunday, May 26 – Will be “Spare Change Sunday” children will be collecting spare

change for the “More Than A Roof Campaign.”

Starting Wednesday, May 22 and continuing sequential Wednesday evenings

throughout May & June, we invite you to purchase food from  Food Trucks that will

be parked in the parking lot across from the church.  

Watch for more Fundraising Events to come in June


