
PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL
“Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.” – Luke 10:42

I have often shared the story of how the name my parents gave me at birth was actually their second

choice.  It was always their intention to name their firstborn son David John; but when my father’s

younger sister had her first child three months before I was born, she and her husband gave him the name

David.  So when I was born, I was named Jeffrey Peter – Peter being the name of my maternal grandfather,

and Jeffrey being a name that was also among my parent’s favorites, even if it wasn’t their first choice.

It turned out the not being named David was a good thing, because when I began Confirmation Class there

were three Davids among the ten students.  It became very confusing; whenever our pastor would call out

“David,” three voices would always respond in unison.  I can’t imagine what it would have been like if a

fourth voice joined in the chorus; at least I always knew that when our pastor called out to “Jeff” (I was

usually called “Jeffrey” only when I was in trouble!), that there was no one else expected to answer but

me.

As I was looking over the church calendar for these summer months, I noticed that there is similar

confusion in some of the days in which we remember and give thanks for some of the faithful women in

the New Testament.  There are three separate days in July and August when we honor women who bear

the name “Mary” (“Miriam” in Hebrew), a common name in Jesus’ time but one that can cause confusion

regarding the identity of these three distinct women who played a critical role in the life of Jesus and the

Gospel of our Lord and Saviour:

· On July 22, we remember the life of Mary Magdalene, one of Jesus’ closest followers who was

a witness to both our Lord’s crucifixion and resurrection.  She is the only person mentioned in

all four gospels as being present at the empty tomb on Easter morning, and she is the first person

to proclaim the Easter message when she declares to the disciples that “I have seen the Lord.”

(John 20:18).

· July 29 is the day in which another Mary is remembered, along with her sister Martha and their

brother Lazarus.  This family lived in Bethany and were close friends of Jesus, who was an

honored guest in their home whenever he was traveling through their hometown.  In Luke’s

Gospel, Mary is praised for having chosen the “better part” of sitting at our Lord’s feet to listen

to his teaching; in the Gospel of John, both Mary and Martha proclaim their faith in Jesus’ power
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to raise the dead, which he accomplished when he raises Lazarus from his tomb.

· August 15 is the day in which the church remembers Mary of Nazareth, the mother of our Lord

Jesus Christ.  It was this young woman, “engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house

of David” (Luke 1:27) who is visited by the angel Gabriel, who announces to her that she will give

birth to a son who will “reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be

no end.” (Luke 1:33).  Fully aware of the risks that this may entail to the future she has planned,

Mary responds in trust and faith, answering “here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me

according to your word.” (Luke 1:38), becoming the mother of the child who will fulfill God’s Will

in bringing salvation to all God’s people.

While each of these women were distinct individuals whose lives and experiences were unique, they

shared not only a common name but a common calling: to live and serve as disciples of Jesus Christ, which

entails both hearing the Word of God and responding faithfully and obediently to our Lord’s call.  It is a

calling that each of us hears when God calls us by name at baptism and calls us to

“let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify

your Father in heaven.”  (ELW Holy Baptism).  It is a calling that we affirm at

Confirmation when we promise to both “hear the word of God and share in the

Lord’s supper” and to “proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and

deed” (ELW Affirmation of Baptism).  Even if the names given to us at birth differ

from others, our baptismal identity is the same: each of us is a child of God, sealed

by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever, God’s own people who are called to

“proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9).

I’ve never regretted my parent’s decision to name me Jeffrey Peter, even though I know it wasn’t their first

choice.  I’ve often wondered what it would have been like to share a name with my fellow confirmands

at St. Peter’s, and how much more confusing that class might have been.  But even though all of us who

were confirmed together -both Davids and non-Davids – were very different individuals, on the day of our

Confirmation and on every day thereafter we shared a common identity and a common calling which is

shared by all who have been claimed by God in the waters of Baptism: each of us is a child of God, called

to share the good news of Jesus Christ with people of every time, every place – and every name.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Jeff Laustsen

VICAR’S DEVOTIONAL
“The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. He said to them,

"Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while." For many were coming and going, and

they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. Now

many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived

ahead of them. As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they
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were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. When they had crossed

over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. When they got out of the boat, people at

once recognized him, and rushed about that whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to

wherever they heard he was. And wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in

the marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched

it were healed” (Mark 6:30-34;53-56). 

Life is a journey, a journey filled with a kaleidoscope of emotions and experiences and a part of the human

condition is that we are forced to live with the consequences of our actions. That is, of course, in addition

to so many things that happen outside of our control. Life’s journey can

sometimes feel so long and in other moments, far too short. In some moments

we might be full of energy and ready to take on the world, while at other times

we might grow tired, weary, or in need of rest. It is within these same

circumstances that Mark 6:30-34 begins. The disciples, after a long journey of

teaching, healing, and casting out demons, return to Jesus in search of rest.

Jesus, recognizing their needs, invites them to a deserted place so that they

might find rest. 

The fascinating part of the story however, is not adequately captured in the English translation of the text.

When read in the original Greek, one might note that Jesus invited his disciples to go to a placed called

§ñçìïí (eregon) so that they might find rest. The word §ñçìïí (eregon) is significant because it’s the

same word used in Matthew 4 to describe the place in which the Spirit of the Lord led Jesus to be

tempted. So §ñçìïí (eregon) then, is a place of both temptation and rest. It is both the place in which

Jesus was tempted and the place in which he invited his disciples to find rest. It is a place where the Spirit

of the world and the Spirit of Christ met face to face - §ñçìïí (eregon).  

I am astounded by this! Jesus sent the disciples to find rest in a place of uncertainty where two worlds

seemingly collide. It is almost as though this story shadows what happened when Jesus was tempted in

the wilderness. Much like in the temptation of Christ, when the disciples attempt to take a break in this

place of §ñçìïí (eregon), they too are faced with a tension between the spirit of the Lord and the spirit

of the world. In fact, crowds of people are waiting for the disciples before they even arrive.  

How often does that happen within our own lives? How often are we bombarded with things to do when

we are attempting to take a moment of rest? In our technologically advanced world, it seems so easy for

the spirit of the world to keep us from finding rest in our own places of §ñçìïí (eregon). How often do

we become too busy to take a moment of rest? Too busy to simply be still and know? As Mark 6 reminds

us, those little moments of stillness and restfulness are important because it is within these moments of

rest that the spirit of the world and the spirit of Christ intersect; it is within these moments of stillness that

the Spirit whispers a reminder that Christ has already overcome the spirit of the world. 

I often wonder how the world might transform if all people were willing to take adequate moments of rest

– adequate time to be restored by God and to listen to the leading and directing of the Spirit. For the

disciples, resting in §ñçìïí (eregon) was potentially both a moment to process the journey that they had

recently walked and a moment to prepare for the miraculous journey ahead. Prior to Mark 6:30-34, the

disciples were on a missionary journey where they were often rejected and if we read further in Mark’s

gospel, we learn that once they leave this moment of rest, the disciples become witness to the miraculous

feeding of the five thousand. In addition to all of this, the disciples had also recently learned about the

death of their dear friend, John the Baptist. Taking time to rest in §ñçìïí (eregon) was both a moment

for them to reflect upon these many things, and a moment to be comforted and restored by the Spirit of

Christ who has already overcome the world. 

The beauty of this story is that it does not end with the demands of the world – instead, Christ who has

already overcome the temptation of the spirit of the world intercedes with compassion, begins teaching

the crowds, and allows a moment for his beloved disciples to rest. That same Christ stands with us. When

the demands of the world creep in, when we become overburdened, tired, and in need of rest, the gospel

teaches us to trust in Christ. It reminds us that when the demands of this life become too much to bear,

Christ, who has overcome this world, intercedes on our behalf and with love and compassion, leads and

protects us through these moments of healing, peacefulness, and rest. Christ is ever present in moments

and places of §ñçìïí (eregon). He has overcome the temptation of the world and he is waiting, with open

arms, for all to accept the gift of §ñçìïí (eregon) – for all to accept the gift of rest. 

The Spirit calls us to these holy little moments of healing and restoration where the spirit of God can

intercede on our behalf and help us overcome the burdens of this world.  

Wishing you much peace and rest,

Vicar Jonah

HIGHLIGHTS FROM CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
A Town Hall Meeting has been tentatively scheduled for Sunday, September 22 . nd

The Meeting will be led by Pastor Jeff along with the newly formed Ministry Task

Force members.  The Meeting will focus on the ministry here at Zion.  Your thoughts

as to our future ministry model will be most welcome.

The brick pointing has now been completed in readiness for the installation of the

new steel roof.  The roof installation has been delayed, due in most part to the inclement weather. 

However, it is our hope that the installation will commence sometime in July.

The “More Than A Roof” campaign has successfully raised $26,035.00 to-date with two fundraising events

remaining.  The Property Committee is hosting a Car Wash and BBQ on Saturday, June 29  starting at 9:00th

a.m. with a BBQ lunch of hot dogs and hamburgers at 10:30 a.m.  In July we will be having a Salad Plate

fundraiser with more information to follow in the Sunday Bulletins.

The Accessibility Advisory Committee reported that the feasibility study for the lift/elevator is nearing



completion and will be presented to the Congregational Council for consideration, upon completion. 

A request was received once again from the City of Stratford to lease from June 1  to November 1  ourst st

parking lot across from the church for the purpose of staff vehicles parking there Monday to Friday from

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., on the condition that in case of a mid-week funeral service at the church, the City

will be advised not to use the parking lot for the day in question.  The terms of the agreement are the

same as last year and the agreement was signed, prior to the commencement date of June 1st 

FINAL FUNDRAISER
FINAL FUNDRAISER FOR “MORE THAN A ROOF” CAMPAIGN: Available on the table

at the back of the church is a pre-order sheet for Cold Plates which will be available

for pick up from the church on Saturday, July 20 from 10 AM until 1 PM or on

Sunday, July 21 after the service. Cost is $15. Cold Plate consists of Potato Salad,

Coleslaw, Macaroni Salad, Jello, Devilled Eggs, Roll, Sliced Meat, Pickles and Dessert.

Please Order Early as take-outs are limited to 100.

NEW VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
We require Sunday School Teachers for our combined class of 3, 4 and 5 year olds

and for our combined class of Grade 1 & 2 class. If you are interested or would like

more information, please contact Paula McNaughton at 519-273-2174.

+ BAPTISMS +
Liam Everett Freund, son of Gregory &

Alexandra on June 23

Thomas William West, son of Nathan &

Jennifer on June 23

+ WEDDINGS +
Ryan Brodhagen & Kira Heppes on July 13

Steven Rose & Kerry Patrick on August 31

+ FUNERALS +
Ruby Liedtke, May 30

Richard Winter, June 11     

Eldon Podann, June 11

WOMEN OF FAITH 
We again had a wonderful 85+ Birthday Party. Judith Hammond and her team served 22 people on June

5 . Entertainer was Bob Seebach with his keyboard bringing his songbooks with him.th

Judith has been organizing this event for many years and has done an exemplary job! Many,

many thanks to you Judith! She wishes to step down from this now and has made

recommendations for her replacement to me.  More to follow on that.

Once again a heartfelt thank you to Judith for her faithful and dedicated service in this area.

Ellen Wolfe, President

 

As God’s stewards we have three responsibilities:

Receiving – we receive with joyful thanksgiving the many gifts that God showers upon us – time, talent,

treasure, our bodies, our friendships, natural resources and the beauty around us.

Managing – We take good care of what we have received.  We manage these resources wisely – for our

own good and the good of others.

Giving – Out of our gratitude in receiving so abundantly, we want to share with others. 

 Now, let’s look at three different kinds of gifts that we receive, manage and share.

Our time:

We did nothing to earn the hours, the days, the weeks of our lives.  Time is a gift of God.  How we choose

to use it is a matter of stewardship.  Some people lead lives of frenetic activity, always over-extending

themselves to the point of exhaustion, while others sit around in apathetic boredom.  Some spend all their

hours serving the needs of others at the expense of their own, while others live only for themselves.

As Christian stewards we try to manage time wisely and in a balanced way.  And we give our time gladly

to family and friends, to strangers, to the community, the church, and to ourselves.

Our Abilities:

Do you remember Jesus’ parable of the three servants who received different amounts of money to

manage while the master was away?  We’ve each received from God distinctive gifts and talents.  How

we develop and use these talents is a matter of stewardship.  Like two of the servants in Jesus’ story, we

can invest them wisely – or like the third, out of fear we can hide them.



As Christian stewards, we acknowledge the gifts we have without apology.  We develop them further,

practicing new skills and putting our talents to work in ministry.

Our Resources:

We may think that our financial resources are our own.  But when we recall that the time, the energy, the

good health, and the opportunities for employment behind these dollars are all gifts from God, we see

that the funds belong to God too.  We are the stewards; God is the owner.  So questions about what we

earn, how we earn it, how we save, spend, and give it away are all questions of Christian stewardship.

As Christian stewards, one vital aspect of our stewardship is our giving to Christ’s work in the world. 

We’ve learned that giving is most effective when we commit ourselves to give a definite proportion of our

income through the church.  For many, this proportion is one-tenth, or a tithe.  Whatever the amount, we

have discovered the joy in giving to God the “first fruits,” an amount “off the top” of our income, not

what’s “left over” at the end of the month.

JULY AND AUGUST VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers  assist with our Sunday morning worship service. Listed below are those who serve in July

and August as a reminder and as a thank you for serving.

Date Communion

Assistants

Greeters Readers Usher Captains Counting

Captains

July 7 Darlene Illman &

Linda Springer

Fritz Steigmeier Sister Jean

Widmeyer

Tom Cosstick Kevin Tuer     

July 14 N/A David & Sheila

Wittig

Marg Lamont  Darrell

Renecker

Liz Forrest

July 21 Fritz Steigmeier &

Vicar Jonah Bruce

Bruce Mitchell &

Ellen Wolfe

Lynnette

McLeod     

Darrell

Renecker

Liz Forrest     

July 28 N/A Elizabeth Forrest   

   

Nancy Schaff     Brian Wilker Lois Lemon   

Aug 4 Ed Illman & Sister

Jean Widmeyer

Gerry & Janet

Ahrens      

Mary-Lou

Drown

Brian Wilker Lois Lemon

Aug 11 N/A Willi Hausleitner

& Family

Dr. Jo

Knackstedt

Fritz

Steigmeier

Tim Gropp  

Aug 18 David Bennewitz

& Wayne Young 

Wayne & Joanne

Young

Marilyn Wells   

   

Fritz

Steigmeier

Tim Gropp       

Aug 25 N/A Wayne & Dianne

Yundt 

Liz Bomasuit Steve Lamont   Judy Stanley


