
PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL
“Grant, I pray thee, that I may ever remember the promises I made on the day of my

confirmation.” – Lutheran Book of Prayer (1951).

Over the summer, I was looking through some old books in preparation for a sermon when an

old photograph fell out.  It was taken on the day of my Confirmation in the driveway of our

family home in North Plainfield, New Jersey; I am standing in my confirmation robe between

my parents (and yes, I was already taller than them!).  The photo

brought back many memories of my parents (who have been gone for

many years), of our family home, and especially of that hot June day

when I gathered with my Confirmation classmates in my home

congregation to affirm my baptismal promises and to celebrate this

Lutheran rite of passage that was an almost annual event in the Laustsen family.  While I wish

I had a better haircut in that photo, I was glad to see it again and enjoyed reflecting on that day

and the people who came to celebrate my Confirmation with me.

For those of us who were raised in churches that offered Confirmation (including Lutherans as

well as Roman Catholics and Anglicans), Confirmation was a very special event that we

remember and cherish all our lives.  The photographs that line the walls of the Education Wing

hallway are one of the most popular places in our building; people who return to Zion on special

occasions often make a point to visit these photos to find their own Confirmation class photo

or to share with their children and grandchildren photos of themselves and other family

members.  Many people cherish their Confirmation certificates, and even remember the Bible

verse that was selected by their pastor for that special day.  Families celebrate the Confirmation

of their younger members with special gatherings in which friends and family offer gifts and

congratulations for this major milestone in the life of their confirmands.

Given how important Confirmation is in the life of the Lutheran church, it may come as a
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surprise that there is no specific Confirmation service in our worship book.  You will not find the

word “Confirmation” in the table of contents of Evangelical Lutheran Worship; what you will

find is the service of “Affirmation of Baptism,” which is connected to the service of Holy Baptism

in which we are “reborn children of God and made members of the church which is the body of

Christ.”  We practice infant baptism in the Lutheran Church, believing that baptism “is necessary,

that grace is offered through it, and that one should also baptize children, who through such

baptism are entrusted to God and become pleasing to him.” (Augsburg Confession, Article IX). 

When parents and godparents bring a child to be baptized (while I have baptized older children

and adults, the vast majority of baptisms I have performed have been with infants), they are

entrusted with the responsibility of raising the child in our Christian faith, which includes the

promise to “teach them the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, place in their

hands the holy scriptures, and nurture them in faith and prayer.”  As the whole people of God

also promise to “support … and pray for them in their new life in Christ,” we offer the ministries

of our Sunday school and Confirmation Program “so that your children may learn to trust God,

proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world God made, and work for

justice and peace.”

This month, our Confirmation classes will once again gather on Thursday afternoons to learn

what we believe and teach as Lutheran Christians and what it means for us to live and serve as

baptized sons and daughters of God.  These classes will not only prepare our young people for

their Confirmation Sunday in May 2020, when their photo will take its place among classes that

date back to 1926; it will also prepare them for their daily lives in which they will be called by

Christ to “come forth and rise up to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.” (Small

Catechism).  It is our prayer that this experience will be a blessed one for each of these young

people, as they learn about God’s gracious love for them and what it means to walk as a child

of the light, knowing that we are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own

people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness

into his marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9)

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Jeff Laustsen

http://www.zionstratford.com
mailto:zionlc@golden.net


VICAR’S DEVOTIONAL
Psalm 42

As a deer longs for flowing streams,

    so my soul longs for you, O God.

My soul thirsts for God,

    for the living God.

When shall I come and behold

    the face of God?

Compassion Canada is one the world’s leading child development organizations. Their

organization partners with local churches in under developed and impoverished countries for

the purpose of battling against injustice and poverty in the lives of children and their families.

I was introduced to this organization through a presentation that was given to the church I was

attending at the time. Those in attendance were given an opportunity to financially sponsor

children and their families whom the organized had identified as struggling with issues of

poverty. Although I would have been considered below the provincial poverty level myself, I felt

called to somehow come up with the thirty-one dollars per month required to sponsor a child.

Trusting in God, I submitted the required application and was partnered with a 3 year old

Bolivian child named Rafael.

Outside of a few letters, translated by the agency of course, there was very little interaction

between Rafael and myself. I was simply the wealthy sponsor giving what appeared to be so

little to a child who felt that it was so much. I often felt disconnected and wondered if my

money was actually even being sent to Rafael. I had worries and concerns, but trusted that God

was at work despite my insecurities and doubt. 

In 2012 however, my entire perspective changed. Although seemingly lost alongside a

missionary team in Bolivia, our journey somehow caused us to stumble upon a Compassion

Canada educational facility where we got directions and were able to obtain a first-hand

perspective on the work of the organization. I was delighted to see that they truly were making

a positive difference in the world and my heart was overcome with joy when I looked around

the classroom only to discover that in the far corner of the room, there sat a little boy named

Rafael. His English was poor, but his spirit richer than any person I have ever known. He smiled

with joy as the translator indicated that his sponsor had come to visit him. It was a moment in

which the glory of God’s splendor was so readily apparent that the entire classroom paused to

watch the interaction at hand. After a warm hug, in broken English he spoke up to say: “thirsty

was for water – now thirsty I for God – thank you.” 

I will always remember that moment, not because I got to see how my pennies were being

used, but because in a few broken words, that dear child was teaching the entire room about

spiritual stewardship and dependency on God. For this child who genuinely knew what it meant

to thirst, was equating his longing for God with the same strong desire that he had for a liquid

required to sustain life. He somehow recognized that his life was both held and sustained by a

life-giving God. He had shifted his desire onto the will and the calling of God. He genuinely

thirsted after God. 

As I reflect upon this moment, I often wonder how our lives, Church, communities, or world

might change if the people of God had a genuine thirst to be Christ’s hands and feet within the

world. Would poverty dissipate? Would injustice be eradicated? Would all come to see and

know God’s unwavering love in and through us? What if the people of God were genuinely

thirsty for the things of God? Not because they are in need or want and not out of an attempt

to earn a gift that is given so freely, but simply because they want to be a part of what God is

doing within the world. 

As the deer long for flowing streams, may our souls long for you, O God.

Peace to you,

Vicar Jonah

THANKSGIVING AT ZION
Thanksgiving Sunday is October 13 and, as is custom, it will be a wonderful worship celebration

as we gather in gratitude around Word and Sacrament. What better way to mark Thanksgiving

than by turning our hearts to God with our brothers and sisters in Christ.

As in other years, we would like to enhance our celebration by asking for

donations to help in the church decorations which are traditional at

Thanksgiving. Can you help? Donations of  preserves, fruits, vegetables

and flowers would be appreciated as decor in celebration of this special

event. You may take the items you loaned after the service. Decorating

will take place Friday, October 11 at 10 AM. Please leave your

contributions at Zion on Thursday or before 10 AM on Friday. Thank you

for your generousity.



MINISTRY OF MUSIC
From the desk of Mr. Paul

It’s that time of year!  The final days of summer are slowly dwindling down to

a precious few. It is time to open our hearts and consider the limitless

possibilities that await everyone here at Zion.

One possibility you could consider is the idea of getting involved in the music

programme here at Zion.  Know that you are safe and welcome to come on out

and experience the beauty, fun, passion, compassion and joy that can be

created and shared when people come together and make a joyful noise.

Breathe In - Breathe Out

 Smile

You are Alive!

Remember: Because you Breathe, You experience Time. Because of time you have the privilege

of making a choice.  I personally invite you to mindfully open your hearts, ears, minds, even your

imagination and consider joining the choir on Thursdays and Sundays to share your joy for life

and people. 

Stop being a victim of your Beliefs, your Experiences

Start being the Champion of your Story, your Choices

In each breath life and death await.  Do not make the assumption that you will get another.  Live

life to its fullest.  Be kind! 

You are what you believe!  What do you believe?  What do you believe singing is all about? 

What do you believe goes on in this musical experience???? Well, you will never know until you

give it a go.  

Stop making assumptions and Start asking questions.

I do know that you will grow in mysterious ways if you take the chance to lift up your voice in

song and share your life force within the choir.

“YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE”

Looking at life through the seed of Grace!

Thank you all for being YOU!



CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
Property Committee – The new steel roof on the main church building is now completed and

paid in full.  We have a 50 year warranty on the steel roof.  Due to the successful “More Than

a Roof Campaign” an appreciation luncheon will be held on Sunday, September 29  followingth

the 10:00 a.m. church service.  All are welcome!

Further investigation is required at the main entrance to the

sanctuary to determine where the cold air is gaining entrance.  Please

be patient during the disruption as the investigation takes place.

At the request of the Finance Committee, the Property Committee will be compiling a list of

future repairs and relative approximate costs that will be required over the next year, along with

prioritizing the repairs. These repairs will be presented to the Finance Committee for

consideration at Budget time in November.  In addition, the Finance Committee has asked the

Property Committee to ask Turner Plumbing to conduct an assessment of the boiler and to

supply us with what we should be considering regarding repairs and/or replacement.  The boiler

is now over 50 years of age.

Congregational Life Committee – Due to the success of our outdoor Sunday Service and picnic

in Upper Queens Park this past June, an outdoor service and picnic is being planned again for

next June.  The Committee is also working on details for “get togethers” in November and

February.

Worship and Music Committee – Decorating of the sanctuary for Advent will take place on

Monday, November 25 , 2019.  The first Sunday in Advent is December 1 , 2019.th st

Christian Education Committee – Confirmation classes will begin on October 3 , 2019.  Therd

grade 7 and 8 classes will be combined this year.  Adult Bible study has begun with classes taking

place on Mondays at 7:00 p.m. and Thursdays at 12.00 noon.  All members are welcome to

attend either session to learn more about the scriptures. 

Accessibility Advisory Committee – The feasibility study for the lift/elevator is finalizing details

which will be presented at the next Congregational Council Meeting.

Ministry Task Force – This new Committee has met to discuss staffing, due to not having a Vicar

next year.  Pastor Jeff has had discussions with Synod about the need for a part-time Pastor,

preferably someone who is ordained.  This Pastor could be someone local or maybe a shared



+ BAPTISMS +
Millie Reese Tortyna, daughter of

Jacob & Ashley on September 22.

Pastor from a smaller congregation.  Also, discussion with the Seminary, in regards to the Vicar

program, have reassured us that if a Vicar is available in the future, Zion Lutheran Church

definitely will be considered for the placement. 

Upcoming staff changes were discussed.  Details as to the changes, will be formally announced,

in due course.

Town Hall Meeting – A Town Hall Meeting is being planned.  More information will follow

shortly.  

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT
What is Stewardship?

Stewardship honours God with all the relationships and resources in our life!  Thus, we are able

to give Him gratitude for what He did for us and recognize His sovereignty, which is His control

and ownership of all things.  In this way we can honour Him with our worship as well as with our

material goods and abilities.

Stewardship is a priority! We need to take what we have and put it to the

right use.

Stewardship is exercising the gifts He gives, not letting them waste away. 

We are to find them and put them to use with joy.  To do otherwise is a

big waste and travesty.

Stewardship is being His faithful servant.  It is the understanding of who we are in Him and being

grateful for that.  In addition, it is being willing to put forth the effort to please Him, even

though we do not have to.

+ WEDDING +
Bradley Montgomery &

Kyla Cook, October 19

Stewardship is recognizing that we belong to Him as a human being in His grace, that the church

is not the building, but the body that gathers for worship and leaves for ministry!  Those who

just dwell in a building end up doing nothing there.

Stewardship is being wise to the ways of the world, so we do not fall prey to it.

And lastly, Stewardship is the wise use of our materialistic goods and abilities as well as with our

time.  

Food for thought!

ZION TABLE FOR SENIORS
Ever want to travel to the Phillipines without leaving your chair? Well come

to the October Zion Table for Seniors to do just that. Mary-Lou Drown will

share her experiences of her journey to the islands. Reservations are

required. If you would like to attend, please contact Mary-Lou Drown 519-

273-2268 or Linda Hicks 519-271-0319 to sign up by Tuesday, October 15

at 10 AM. The cost is $12 for a full meal and entertainment. Time is 12 noon until 2 PM on

Tuesday, October 22 at Zion.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
There will be no Sunday School on Sunday, October 13, so our teachers and

helpers can worship with their families. Questions? Contact Paula

McNaughton , Superintendent, at 519-273-2174.

WOF NEWS

Reformation Sunday, October 27 at 11:30 AM lunch will be

served by WOF a “Sausage and Sauerkraut meal.” Tickets are

available from Ellen Wolfe 519-749-5341, Joanne Young 519-

271-3225, Darlene Illman 519-271-0996 or the church office.

Cost Adults, $10; children 6-12, $5 and under 5, free.



We are getting Hygiene Kits ready to send to CLWR in the spring. We, of course, would like to

have as many as possible to send. There will be instructions for putting a kit together at the back

of the church. There will also be a container labeled “Hygiene Kits” at the back of the church for

completed kits.  If you don’t want to put together a kit but would like to be involved, we will

accept money as a donation towards the purchase of supplies. If you have any questions, please

speak to Ellen Wolfe or Joanne Cosstick. 

THINGS TO LOOK FORWARD TO:

We will once again be asking the congregation to donate 2 dozen cookies for our Christmas Care

Gift to our shut ins to be delivered December 7th. More on this later…

I am very happy to announce that Joanne Young has agreed to organize the 85  and overth

Birthday Party. This is not until June so the date will be announced later. Many thanks to Joanne

for taking this on and I know she will do a great job!

Ellen Wolfe, President 

OCTOBER VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers assist with our Sunday morning worship services. Listed below are those who serve

in October as a reminder and as a thank you for serving.

DATE COMMUNION 

ASSISTANTS

GREETERS READERS USHER

CAPTAINS

COUNTING

CAPTAINS

Oct. 6 N/A Mike & Liz

Bomasuit     

Nancy

Schaff  

Jerry

Terhaerdt 

Liz Bomasuit

Oct. 13 Linda Springer &

Fritz Steigmeier

Merlin & Angela

Leis      

Susan

Iredale   

Jerry

Terhaerdt 

N/A

Oct. 20 N/A Rudy & Bea

Deighton 

Sister Jean

Widmeyer

Tom Cosstick  

 

Oct. 27 Sister Jean

Widmeyer & Liz

Bomasuit  

Wayne & Linda

Faulhafer

Marg

Lamont

Tom Cosstick N/A

UPDATES ON PREPAID EXPENSE CARDS

(NO COST FUNDRAISER)
At the beginning of the summer, Vicar Jonah introduced Zion to a no

cost fundraiser program. This fundraiser is designed to allow churches

and other non-profit organizations generate extra income with no

added expense to the congregation. On average, the program

generates a 3% gratuity to the church based on the dollar value of

pre-paid expense cards that are purchased. It is a wonderful program in theory, but in

practicality, a larger percentage of our congregation need to participate on a regular basis. It’s

a user friendly means of creating extra revenue for our church, here’s how: 

Nearly every person in our congregation purchases groceries and/or gas in addition to

restaurant and shopping expenses that we incur on a regular basis. If we purchase these regular

expenses using prepaid expense cards from the church, the church will receive a gratuity at no

expense to any of us. That’s right! Simply by purchasing our regular expenses using these

prepaid cards, we can make extra money for our church. When a church member purchases

100.00 in prepaid expense cards, the church earns a minimum of a $3.00 gratuity (some

retailers’ offer upwards of a 10% gratuity). In actuality, each of us spend approximately 3-4

times this amount per month on our regular grocery, restaurant and gas expenses, meaning that

Zion can potentially earn $9.00-$12.00 per purchaser each month. Multiply that by 50 people

and we would be earning at minimum $450-$600 per month. 

BUT, we need a high quantity of participants because when $5000+ (50 people purchasing

$100/week) of pre-paid expense cards are ordered, the church receives free shipping, when

$3000+ worth of expense cards are ordered, the church pays nine dollars for shipping, and if less

than $3000 are ordered at a time, the church pays $18 shipping. Paying these shipping charges

cuts into our profits and makes the campaign less successful than it has the potential to be. We

all have on-going expenses, why not pay for those expenses using this program so that Zion can

benefit? 

If you have questions or concerns about this program or how it works, please speak with Vicar

Jonah, Gerald Cook, or call the church office. 

We thank you for participating! 

Zion Lutheran Church 


