
PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL
“Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace

gave us eternal comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good

work and word.” – 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17.

Several years ago, Susan and I attended a concert that featured a band called The Musical Box,

which is a tribute band that plays the music of Genesis and recreates their classic stage shows from

the 1970s.  The band did an amazing job in performing the classic songs of this legendary band, and

if you closed your eyes you might think for a moment that you had been transported back in time;

but there were some differences in their performance that were clues that this was not the original

band.  The Musical Box honours the music of Genesis, but this is not the reunion of the original

musicians that performed such classic songs as “Supper’s Ready” and “The Lamb Lies Down on

Broadway.”

In the New Testament, there are a group of letters that bear the name of Paul, but which many

scholars believe were written by followers of the apostle who put his name on the epistles as a

tribute to their mentor.  Of the thirteen New Testament books that bear Paul’s name, six are often

grouped into this “Deutero-Pauline” category: Ephesians, Colossians, 2 Thessalonians, 1 Timothy,

2 Timothy, and Titus (some traditions included the letter to the Hebrews in this category, but most

biblical scholars believe that Hebrews was penned by an anonymous author).  Being placed in this

category doesn’t mean that these letters are less important than Paul’s undisputed letters

(Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Philippians, 1 Thessalonians, and Philemon), but

helps us understand some of the distinctive issues that were being addressed by the community

that was taught and inspired by the great apostle.

This month, our Bible Study classes will be exploring these Deutero-Pauline

epistles, some of which will be read in Sunday worship.  We will focus on these

letters with an eye to both what the original authors were sharing with their

readers as well as what the Word is teaching us in the present day.  From the

call of Ephesians to God’s people to “lead a life worthy of the calling to which
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you have been called” (Ephesians 4:1) to the image of the church as the community in which its

people “clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience” (Colossians

3:12), to the teaching about the nature of God’s faithfulness toward God’s people in 2 Timothy,

that “if we are faithless, he remains faithful – for he cannot deny himself” (2 Timothy 2:13), there

are many valuable lessons for us to explore in these epistles that may not have been written by

Paul himself but are inspired by Paul’s teaching and serve as living tributes to the apostles’ apostolic

ministry.

· “Attribution of the letter[s] to Paul in those circumstances would not be using a false name

or making a false claim that Paul wrote the letter.  It would be treating Paul as the author

in the sense of the authority behind a letter that was intended as an extension of his

thought – an assumption of the great apostle’s mantle to continue his work.” – Raymond

Brown.

We will be exploring these Deutero-Pauline letters in both of our Bible Study classes:

· Mondays at 7:00 p.m. beginning on Monday, September 16

· Thursdays at 12:00 noon beginning on Thursday, September 19.

We invite you to join us as the words of the apostolic community that was inspired by Paul might

inspire us “so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to

the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Thessalonians 1:12).

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Jeff Laustsen

VICAR’S DEVOTIONAL
Psalm 1:39:7-14

Where can I go from your spirit?

    Or where can I flee from your presence?

If I ascend to heaven, you are there;

    if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.

If I take the wings of the morning

    and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,

even there your hand shall lead me,

    and your right hand shall hold me fast.
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If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 

    and the light around me become night,”

even the darkness is not dark to you; 

    the night is as bright as the day,

    for darkness is as light to you.

For it was you who formed my inward parts; 

    you knit me together in my mother’s womb.

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.

This world is filled with both beauty and destruction. There are hearts that are

filled with laughter and joy in the presence of love and new life while others

embrace heartache and suffering amidst loneliness and fear. Whether it be

amidst laughter and love or sorrow and pain – God, you are there. 

Some souls are gladdened by the summer breeze while others eagerly anticipate the whispers of

autumn. As September begins, many travel home to resume regular work schedules while others

travel away from home to begin new chapters of life’s journey. Wherever we go, whatever we face

– God, you are there. 

The promise of hope that we have in and through our Lord is that in the fullness of omnipotence,

God is both present and near. May God’s comforting spirit uphold and carry us as we resume our

regular programs and committees this month. May God’s compassion and love be near to all who

enter our building and lives. May we be ever mindful that wherever we are, whatever we are doing,

God is ever present, calling us to both share and embrace the gift of love that has been so freely

given. 

Be at peace, for God is ever-near.

Vicar Jonah

MINISTRY OF MUSIC
From the Desk of Mr. Paul

It’s that time of year!  The final days of summer are slowly dwindling down to

a precious few. It is time to open our hearts and consider the limitless

possibilities that await everyone here at Zion.

One possibility you could consider is the idea of getting involved in the music programme here at

Zion.  Know that you are safe and welcome to come on out and experience the beauty, fun,

passion, compassion and joy that can be created and shared when people come together and make

a joyful noise.

Breathe In - Breathe Out

 Smile

You are Alive!

Remember: Because you Breathe, You experience Time. Because of time you have the privilege of

making a choice.  I personally invite you to mindfully open your hearts, ears, minds, even your

imagination and consider joining the choir on Thursdays and Sundays to share your joy for life and

people. 

Stop being a victim of your Beliefs, your Experiences

Start being the Champion of your Story, your Choices

In each breath life and death await.  Do not make the assumption that you will get another.  Live

life to its fullest.  Be kind! 

You are what you believe!  What do you believe?  What do you believe singing is all about?  What

do you belief goes on in this musical experience???? Well, you will never know until you give it a

go.  

Stop making assumptions and Start asking questions.

I do know that you will grow in mysterious ways if you take the chance to lift up your voice in song

and share your life force within the choir.

“YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE”

Looking at life through the seed of Grace!

Thank you all for being YOU!

UPDATE: “MORE THAN A ROOF CAMPAIGN”
With much gratitude and joy, I am pleased to announce that the “More Than a Roof Campaign” has

reached its goal of $28,000! The first portion of this money ($18,000) will be used toward the

expense of the roof and the secondary portion ($10,000), announced after the campaign

commenced, will be used to cover the cost of the required brick pointing repairs. 



Thank you to everyone who took part in the campaign, giving of  your time, gifts,

and abilities to make the campaign not only successful, but a tremendously fun

ministry experience. As its very name suggests, the campaign was about far more

than just financing expenditures, it was about getting better acquainted with one

another and showing that when we work together as one family of God, great things

can be accomplished. 

A celebratory breakfast, designed to mark the official completion of the campaign,

will be held on September 29. There is no cost for this event, as it serves a means

of saying “thank you” to you, the people of Zion, for making this such a successful

campaign. All are welcome!

THANK YOU,

Vicar Jonah 

VISIT TO ZION CHURCH BY THE STRATFORD FIRE DEPARTMENT
A number of months ago, the Stratford Fire Department did an inspection of

the entire church building.  Based on the inspection, a list of deficiencies were

noted which needed to be addressed.

You may have noticed new exit signs, maps strategically mounted throughout

the building, etc.  At this time, we will explain these additions plus other

changes, due to the inspection.

Exit signs needed to be placed at both doorways that lead from the front of the sanctuary.  We

were permitted to install glow-in-the-dark signs versus proceeding with electrical signs.  Also, new

electrical exit signs are being installed when the existing signs cannot be repaired.  To-date a

number of these new signs have been installed at a number of exits.

Self-closing devices needed to be installed on both doors leading to the boiler room.  In addition,

both doors must be closed at all times.

Over the years, the point was raised as to whether one of the main doorways under the north

tower needed to be kept open during the winter months.  The point was raised, due to the

challenges in keeping the outside steps clear of snow coupled with the fact that only a minimal

number of members use this doorway throughout the entire year.  We were informed that the

north exit from the sanctuary must be an exit/entrance during the  entire  year.   Therefore, this 

doorway will be kept open during the winter months with snow clearance being completed.  It was

also noted in the report that this is the closest exit leading from the balcony to the exterior of the

building.

Another major change was the up-dating of the fire monitoring service.  The existing system did not

comply with current regulations.  Therefore, a new fire monitoring system was installed to meet

the new regulations.  In addition, a new power line needed to be installed in the church to

accommodate the new fire monitoring system.

A detailed Fire Safety Plan was completed with the assistance of the Stratford Fire Department. 

This plan is posted near the main Fire Monitoring Panel.  It is this document that the Fire

Department will retrieve upon arrival at the church in case of a fire.

As far as the monthly testing of the Fire Alarm System, we are now required to have two persons

sign-off on the monthly testing.

The next addition was the completion of Schematic Drawings.  This task was a major undertaking. 

The drawings needed to be done to scale from our blueprints.  The drawings needed to contain the

location of all exits, fire extinguishers, pull stations, the Fire Alarm Control Panel as well as the Fire

Safety Plan.  The main purpose of these Schematic Drawings is to give direction for anyone in the

building as to the closest exit, in case of a fire.  The Drawings are strategically located throughout

the building and in compliance with the Stratford Fire Department.  Each Drawing indicates “YOU

ARE HERE” along with directions to the closest exit.   As far as the Drawing in the Fellowship Hall,

we were required to have a designated “Safe Area of Refuge” in case the handicapped exit was

blocked for any reason during a fire.  We were given the authority to designate the handicapped

washroom as a “Safe Area of Refuge” as long as we added a “smoke screen” at the bottom of the

door which has been completed.  This is only a temporary location for a handicapped person until

they can be removed from the building safely.

We are very grateful that Brian Coe agreed to take on the task of completing the Schematic

Drawings.  Being able to tap into his expertise in this regard was invaluable.  Thank you Brian for

agreeing to our request. 

In conclusion, a final inspection of the entire building was conducted by the Stratford Fire

Department.  We received a letter from the Stratford Fire Department, after the inspection, dated

June 19, 2019 confirming that all deficiencies noted earlier had been addressed and the Fire Safety

Plan was now formally approved. 

   



+ IN MEMORIAM +
Betty Winter, June 6

Florence Wilhelm, July 26

Joyce Dietz, July 27

FRIENDSHIP MEAL
The Friendship Meal will be held on Friday, September 27.

Preparation and serving a Friendship Meal is a ministry that involves many

members and friends of Zion, adults and youth. Your help in this ministry is

appreciated. Help is needed in cooking, setting tables, serving and cleanup.

Preparation begins at 1 PM, but volunteers are invited to come to the kitchen,

as your schedules permit.

If you want to be involved in the Friendship Meal, please speak to Sister Jean or call her at 519-273-

6810. The Friendship Meal staff will be glad to hear from you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Sunday School starts on Sunday, September 8 at 10 AM. Children come out and

see your friends, meet new friends and meet you teacher. If there are any

students looking for community service hours, please come to the Sunday

School office to sign up.

   

+ BAPTISMS +
Quinn Brigette Ann Doherty, July 6

+ WEDDINGS +
Matthew Cobain & Kristine Napiwotzki, August 10

Payton Huff & Samantha Melville, September 7

David Morse & Amy Patterson, September 21

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT
God values our offerings differently than people do.  Something to ponder about!

In God’s eyes, the value of the offering is not determined by its amount.  The

passage says that the wealthy gave large amounts, but the widow’s “fraction of a

penny” was of much higher value because she gave all that she had.  It was a costly

sacrifice.  Notice that Jesus did not say she put in more than “any of the others”; he said she put

in more than “all the others.”

Our attitude in giving is important to God.

The text says Jesus “watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury.” Jesus

observed the people as they gave their offerings, and He watches us today as we give.  If we give

to be seen by other people or with a stingy heart toward God, our offering loses its value.  Jesus

is more interested by “how we give” than “what we give.”

God also doesn’t want us to be overly concerned with how our offering is spent.

At the time Jesus observed this widow’s offering, the temple treasury was managed by the corrupt

religious leaders of that day.  Yet Jesus did not mention anywhere in this story that the widow

should not have given to the temple.  The verse speaks for itself.  We aren’t fully surrendered to

God until our money is dedicated to Him.  The same theory applies today relative to the annual

Budget approved by the members of the congregation.  We may not fully agree as to all the

expenditures in the Budget, but as was just mentioned earlier, God doesn’t want us to be overly

concerned with how our offering is spent.   

Our offering is an expression of our thankfulness and praise to God.  It comes from a “heart of

worship” that recognizes everything we have and give already belongs to the Lord.

NO-COST DEFICIT FUND-RAISER
Are you a person who regularly purchases groceries or gas?

The majority of us do – food is a necessity.

What if I told you that you could help lower Zion’s deficit simply by



purchasing the groceries and/or gas that you buy on a regular basis – with no extra cost to you! 

The gift card program that was started as a part of the “More Than a Roof Campaign” is being

renamed and redirected in an attempt to reduce Zion’s deficit. This no cost fundraiser is designed

to help churches and other non-profit organizations generate extra income by creating an

opportunity for parishioners to order pre-paid cards that can be used to purchase on-going

expenses such as groceries and gas.  We purchase the pre-paid cards through the Fundscrip

Fundraising Program, whereby, Zion Church receives a percentage from all the sales. 

How does it work?

Step 1: Figure out your weekly (or monthly) grocery/gas budget and the retailers where you most

frequently purchase these items.

Step 2: Order pre-paid cards from Zion in the amount that you would regularly spend on groceries

and/or gas.

Step 3: Smile each time that you use your pre-paid cards to purchase your on-going expenses and

know now that with no extra cost to you, you have helped lower Zion’s deficit!

Pre-paid cards can be ordered Sunday mornings by visiting the table at the back of the sanctuary.

Orders can be placed using cash or cheque (payable to Zion Lutheran Church). 

Pre-paid card orders will be submitted Sunday afternoon after 4:00 pm and the cards will be

distributed the following Sunday morning. 

Pre-paid cards never expire and can be used multiple times until you have utilized the cards

complete balance. These pre-paid cards can be used in addition to points-cards such as: Triangle,

Air Miles, and PC points. Retailers treat pre-paid cards as cash.  

This is what John did to help support his church:

Step 1: John examined his budget and calculated that his family spends $400/month on

groceries and $100/month on gas. His family regularly shops at Zehrs but also makes

purchases at Sobeys. They purchase all their gas at Shell. When these on-going expenses

are divided into a weekly budget, they spend approximately $75.00/week at Zehrs,

$25.00/week at Sobeys and $25/week at Shell.

Step 2: Knowing this information, John placed an order for a $75.00 pre-paid card for

Zehrs, a $25.00 pre-paid card for Sobeys, and a $25.00 pre-paid card for Shell. He wrote a

cheque payable to Zion Lutheran Church in the amount of $175 and was given his pre-paid 

cards on the following Sunday.

Step 3: John used his pre-paid cards to pay for his on-going expenses and was very satisfied

with this simplistic way to generate extra income for his church. Therefore, John began

purchasing pre-paid cards every week and with the help of his fellow parishoners and

friends they greatly lowered their churches deficit.

DON’T FORGET! Birthdays, Anniversaries, Christmas, Thank Yous, or Just Because, these gift cards

make the perfect gift for them and a much easier way for you. They can use the gift card to get

what they really want or need.

For a list of retailers that participate in this pre-paid card fund-raiser, please take a green retailers

list from the table at the back of the church.

ZION TABLE FOR SENIORS
A big welcome back to Zion’s Table For Seniors. We have a new events

team on board for 2019/2020. Once a month, Seniors get together to

have lunch, socialize and partake in various entertaining speakers,

music or activities. The cost to attend is $12.00 which includes a full

meal and entertainment. Reservations are required to attend so we can

prepare enough meals for everyone. If you would like to join us, please contact Mary-Lou Drown

Mary-Lou Drown 519-273-2268 or Linda Hicks 519-271-0319 to sign up by Tuesday, September 17,

10 AM. New diners are always welcome and we encourage you to contact us if you would like more

information! Our next event takes place at Zion Church from 12 noon until 2 PM on Tuesday,

September 24. The guest speaker for September will be John Kastner from the Stratford Perth

Museum.

WOF NEWS
With great sadness we said goodbye to our sister Joyce Deitz.  Joyce was the Secretary of Women

of Faith for the past several years. As Pastor Jeff said in her funeral service she volunteered for

many activities at Zion. We will miss her gentle, smiling face and willingness to help with our

mission.

We had a lovely social evening at Grand Bend this past June. The food was great

and the show humourous! Once again, thank you to Wayne and Joanne Young for

opening their cottage to our members, friends and spouses.



Volunteers from the Friendship Meal and Women of Faith will have cleaned the church kitchen by

the time this newsletter is published. Thank you to all involved!

THINGS TO LOOK FORWARD TO:

1. WOF General Meeting:  Wednesday, September 25 ;  business at 7:00 pm; program at 7:30th

pm  is a speaker from The House of Blessing to talk about their services.

2. Reformation Sunday is October 27 . We will once again have a meal of sausage andth

sauerkraut after the 10:00 am service.

Ellen Wolfe, President 

SEPTEMBER VOLUNTEERS

Listed below are those who serve in September as a reminder and as a thank you for serving

Date Communion

Assistants

Greeters Readers Usher

Captains

Counting

Captains

Sept 1 Stephen Fischer &

Liz Bomasuit   

Brad & Sherry

Beatty    

Liz Bomasuit Steve Lamont Judy Stanley

Sept 8 N/A Don & Connie

Campbell

Brian Wilker Ed Illman       N/A         

Sept 15 Barb Higgins &

Darlene Illman

Brian & Sharyl

Coe  

Linda Springer Ed Illman Tom Cosstick

Sept 22 N/A Tom & Joanne

Cosstick

Stephen

Fischer

Wayne Yundt Tom Cosstick

Sept 29 N/A Lynnette

McLeod     

Linda Weitzel Wayne Yundt Liz Bomasuit


