
PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL
“Strengthen and bless friends and family gathered here, even as we call to mind those who

are absent from us.” – ELW Marriage Service

A few years ago, Susan and I attended the wedding of my cousin Donald’s daughter Samantha

and her husband Travis in Middletown, Delaware. It was a beautiful marriage service on a

perfect September day, and it also gave us the opportunity to have a reunion with many

members of my family whom I rarely see. When we arrived at the reception hall, I was moving

toward the table that had the list of table assignments when I noticed another

table that had a collection of old photographs. As I approached this table, I

immediately recognized the faces in those photographs as members of our

family who had died. At the center were my grandparents, along with Donald’s

parents and his maternal grandparents. Aunts, uncles, and cousins who had

passed away were given places of honor at the table: among them were my

own parents, who have been gone for several years. Even though I was somewhat saddened to

see the faces of loved ones who are gone from our sight, I was deeply moved that Samantha

and Travis had given them this place of honor as we remembered those we love who are still

present in our minds and hearts.

While I was not the presiding minister at this wedding (I did offer the blessing at the reception),

we often remember those who are not present when we gather at Zion to celebrate the

marriage of two persons who are united in holy matrimony. The prayers in our marriage service

in Evangelical Lutheran Worship include the above petition in which “we call to mind those who

are absent from us” as we pray that God will “console those who mourn the loss of loved ones,

and be present with those for whom love is a stranger.” Many couples request that we share the

names of departed loved ones in the prayers, and some have even had their photographs at the

reception in the same way Samantha and Travis honored our family’s faithful departed. While

they were not physically present, these persons had an important place in this service of
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worship and celebration.

November is a month in which we remember the faithful departed whom we have loved, a time

when we give thanks for “all the saints who from their labors rest.” The month begins with All

Saint’s Day, when the church gives thanks to God for our sisters and brothers in Christ who now

rest in our Saviour’s loving presence. Many congregations (including our own) remember and

pray for those who have died in the previous year, people with whom we shared in worshiping

and in serving our Lord in this community of faith. Ten days after this day of remembrance for

those who are no longer present among us, we join with Canadians across the country in

remembering those who gave their lives for the sake of our nation and the freedom and

opportunities it offers to all who call Canada home. We pause on the eleventh hour of the

eleventh day of the eleventh month to “remember with thanksgiving and sorrow those whose

lives have been given and taken away...at the going down of the sun, and in the morning, we will

remember them.” (Remembrance Day Service, Royal Canadian Legion). Remembrance Day calls

all of us to remember the lives of those who gave of themselves for the sake of others as it also

calls upon us to live by the examples of saints and citizens who knew that “no one has greater

love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” (John 15:13). 

“We then, dear fellow saints, are not alone, for we have the companionship of

all heaven with us and the hope of yet more to come, we share with one

another and with those of whom we sing an inestimable fellowship, and in the

midst of it all is that fellowship we share in God’s revelation of himself in Jesus

Christ our Lord...We share in the fellowship of his presence, and we share in the

fellowship of his promise that together with all his faithful ones in that perfect

time that it is to be we with them may receive the crown of glory that fadeth

not away.” – Peter Gomes (1942-2011).

As we gather together with our families and with our family of faith that is the Church, we

remember and give thanks for all with whom we shared life and love, all who now rest in God’s

loving arms, those with whom we will one day be reunited in that place to which our Saviour

will “come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.” (John

14:3). As we give thanks for our fellow saints and citizens in the time of remembrance, may we

strive to live by their example of faithfulness and humble service so that the light that shone

through them might also shine through us, “so that they may see your good works and give glory

to your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:15).

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Jeff Laustsen

http://www.zionstratford.com
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VICAR’S DEVOTIONAL
“Be still and know that I am God.” (Psalm 46:10)

Growing up in the backwoods of New Brunswick, I was able to experience the nuances of

changing weather patterns without the distraction of city traffic or

human created noise. One of the most powerful of these nuances is the

way that nature shifts from a beautiful sunny day into a rain shower.

Picture it, the sun is shining brightly, the birds are singing in the distance,

and the wind is gently creating music amidst the rustling of trees – but

then, as though in perfect orchestra, all of nature stops for a brief

moment. All is quiet, all is still, and then, like a refreshing gift from

above, the first rain drop falls, quenching all of nature from the heat of the sun.

 

This moment of still quietness is often referred to as the calm before the storm, but in my

experience, it is more than just a calm. It is a powerfully restorative moment of freedom that

whispers God’s magnificence and love. It’s a moment in which I am reminded of the importance

of being still; a moment that echoes the words found in today’s reading from the 46  Psalm: “Beth

still and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10). 

Martin Luther likewise found great encouragement in this Psalm, so much so that he often

invited friend Philip Melanchthon to join him in singing it. Luther’s musical version of this Psalm

is now recorded in our Hymnal as A Mighty Fortress is Our God. The Psalm brought Luther hope

and reassurance of God’s almighty presence and love amidst the challenges of the Reformation.

A Reformation focused on re-establishing the freedom and grace that have been given in and

through the gift of Jesus Christ. 

On this Reformation Sunday, our church remembers and commemorates the posting of the

ninety-five thesis to the door of the Wittenberg Castle Church in 1517, but also the gift of

liberation and freedom that eventually came as a result of Luther’s courage and determination.

Luther protested the Church’s sale of indulgences and instead preached the Gospel message of

God’s almighty grace, the message that justice and forgiveness cannot be earned, but are gifts

given freely to all through the gift of God’s grace made manifest in Jesus Christ. His message is

a reminder that justification is a free gift from God, a reminder to “be still and know that I am

God.”

Amidst the chaos and transitions of life, I often find myself returning to these words – returning

to the steadfast reminder that God’s love is far greater than my circumstance. A reminder that

God loves each of us far beyond what our minds can fathom. No matter who we are, where we

are at, or what we might have done or failed to do, God’s love and forgiveness are steadfast and

consistent. As we begin another season and continue in the transitions of life, I pray that we find

time to simply be still and know the hope that is ours in God alone. 

Peace to you,

Vicar Jonah 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
Property Committee – The ceiling tiles in the main entranceway have been removed, in order

to determine where the cold air is gaining entrance into this area.  It has been discovered that

there is no knee wall (a short wall used to support the interior rafters) in the entry way and

canopy over the courtyard.  A temporary fix will seal the area with styrofoam.  Further

investigation will be done in the spring, in order to resolve this problem.  As mentioned in last

month’s Highlights, we ask for your patience during this transition period.

An inspection of the boiler was completed by Turner Plumbing recently and we were informed

that even considering its age, the boiler is in a good state of repair and we should not have any

foreseeable problems.  It was also mentioned that a new heating system would be more

economical, however, due to the excessive cost of the replacement heating system, it would

take many years to recoup the savings of the more economical system.

The Feasibility Study for the Lift/Elevator was received and reviewed.  A recommendation from

the Accessibility Advisory Committee is that other options be investigated, due to the high cost

coupled with many unknown issues and costs that could arise with the addition of the

Lift/Elevator.  The Property Committee is looking at accessibility projects that would make it

easier and safer for our members to access our Church.

Endowment Fund Committee – Both the Endowment Fund Committee and the Congregational

Council unanimously approved that a loan be granted to Vicar Jonah Bruce from the

Unrestricted Fund within the Endowment Fund to repay his student loans.  The request was

made to dramatically reduce the interest charges being currently levied on the loans.  The loan,

at a rate of 3%, will be repaid back within six years.

Also, an explanation of the two Bequests within our Endowment Fund was reviewed with the

members.  The first Bequest did not have any stipulations attached to it when it was received

by Zion Church.  After receiving the Bequest, the Endowment Fund was formed.  Zion Church



created the original guidelines or policy for this Bequest and these guidelines or policies have

been changed over the years at Annual Meetings as long as the changes received a 2/3rd

majority, in order to be approved and become policy.  This Bequest is referred to the

Unrestricted Fund within the Endowment Fund and principal withdrawals can be made from the

fund as long as the request to withdraw funds receive a 2/3  majority at a duly called meetingrd

of the members of Zion Church.

The second Bequest is much different.  It came with a number of stipulations which formed part

of the Will of the deceased party.  The stipulations are that 25% of the annual income be

reinvested in the fund to prevent erosion of the fund by inflation and 75% of the annual income

be disbursed in accordance with the policy of the fund for distribution of the annual net income. 

The third stipulation reads that no part of this original principal be either spent or loaned in

anyway.  Therefore, no principal withdrawals from the fund are permitted.  Therefore, the 2/3rd

majority policy at a duly called meeting of the member of Zion Church does not apply.  This

Bequest is referred to the Restricted Fund within the Endowment Fund.

A number of the Executive of the Congregational Council along with Pastor Jeff recently

interviewed four candidates for the position of Church Secretary (six applications were received

for the position.)  A motion was made to accept the recommendation from the Executive of the

Council for a replacement for the Church Secretary.  After discussion, a unanimous vote chose

the successful candidate.  We feel her qualifications and confident outlook will be an asset to

our Church.  The next step is to offer the compensation package to the successful candidate.

Our prayers are with Vicar Jonah Bruce during these coming weeks as he prepares for his

ordination examinations and enters the call process to serve as a Pastor of the Evangelical

Lutheran Church in Canada.  It was decided that on Sunday, November 10  we will honour Vicarth

Jonah at both the worship service and a reception following the service, giving us the

opportunity to extend our thanks and best wishes to our departing Vicar.

Pastor Jeff is changing his day off from Friday to Monday beginning in December.  He is hopeful

that Mondays versus Fridays will provide him the opportunity for a day to recharge after

Sundays so that he is ready to take on the challenges of the coming week.

Due to the passing of our sister in Christ, Alison Johnston, it was recommended and approved

that her vacancy be filled by Audrey Miller.  Also, Audrey will assume the Secretary role.  Judy

Stanley, our previous Secretary, will continue on the Congregational Life Committee.

FROM THE DESK OF MISTER PAUL
It is hard to believe that it is already November. It is time for me to thank

everyone at Zion Lutheran for being YOU! It has been a wonderful 2 years.

You have inspired me to continue to grow and to let go of the noise within

and around. If you have not heard, I will be moving on, come January

2020.

I will continue to be me as I go out into the world and do my best to make

a difference.

Continue to ask questions about what you believe and take the time to explore and develop the

ability to do your best to speak, create and worship from a place of Grace.

Thank You All For Being YOU!

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY
On Sunday, November 3, our parish, together with Christians around the world celebrates the

Festival of All Saints. A time to celebrate the triumph of the Lord of Life Jesus

Christ over the powers of death, the day is traditionally the time Christians

remember those by name who have died since the last All Saints’ Day. Indeed

it is a good time to remember all our loved ones who have died and to praise

our Lord for his victory over death and the grave. Come and worship!

ZION TABLE FOR SENIORS
Zion Table For Seniors will be held on Tuesday, November 26 at 12 noon.

Reserve your spot for a fascinating story about newcomers to Canada. Mr.

+ IN MEMORIAM +
Alison Johnston, on September 21

Marion Schmidt, on October 2



Tom Patterson will be presenting information about how the Stratford Anglican and Lutheran

parishes, along with the Mennonite Central Committee, have helped to re-establish families in

Canada from their war torn home countries. If you would like to attend, please call Mary-Lou

Drown 519-273-2268 or Linda Hicks 519-271-0319 know by Tuesday, November 19. The cost

is $12 for full meal and entertainment.

                              

P.S. Sign up date for the Seniors’ Christmas Dinner is by Tuesday, December 3, 10 AM. The

Christmas Dinner will be held on Tuesday, December 17 at 12 noon. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
November will be a busy month for Sunday School. On November 3 , ourrd

3 year old’s. JK, SK, and Grade 1 will have their craft day.  

On November 17 , our Grades 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 will have their craft day.th

Susan Laustsen has been busy preparing for these Sundays. During the

month of November, we will be starting to practice for our Children’s Christmas Concert to be

held on December 15  at 6:30 PM.th

Sunday School Co-Ordinator, Paul McNaughton

ZION WOMEN OF FAITH
I am happy to announce that Sheila Wittig has volunteered to be Secretary of our Women of

Faith Executive. Welcome Sheila! I know you will do a great job and we are blessed to have you

join our group!

The general meeting of Zion Women of Faith is Wednesday, November 27  in the Fellowshipth

Hall. We will have our business meeting at 7 PM. At 7:30 PM we are happy to have members

of the Stratford Anglican Lutheran Team for Refugees (SALT), Saja and Riad Alta’eh as our

speakers. You may remember that this was the first family sponsored by SALT. Come out and

hear their presentation. All are welcome.

We are once again asking the congregation to donate 2 dozen cookies for our Christmas Care

Gift to our shut-ins. Please bring your contribution of home made cookies to the church before

or no later than 9 AM Saturday, December 6 . These will to be delivered by Pastor Jeff and theth

confirmation class December 7th. There will be a sign up sheet at the back of the church.

We have started collecting Hygiene Kits to send to CLWR in the Spring. We, of course, would

like to have as many as possible to send. There are instructions for putting a kit together at the

back of the church. There is also  a container labelled “Hygiene Kits” at the back of the church

for completed kits.  If you don’t want to put together a kit but would like to be involved, we will

accept money as a donation towards the purchase of supplies. If you have any questions, please

speak to Ellen Wolfe or Joanne Cosstick. 

Eternity for Today - If you are interested in receiving this devotional book, please let Linda

Springer 519-273-2093 know so she can put you on the list to receive this inspiring book. To

those who are already receiving it, Linda will contact you to let you know the cost for next year. 

Ellen Wolfe, WOF President 

NOVEMBER VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers assist with our Sunday morning worship services. Listed below are those who serve

in November as a reminder and as a thank you for serving.

Date Communion

Assistants

Greeters Readers Usher

Captains

Counting

Captains

Nov 3 Ed Illman &

Wayne Young

Wayne &

Linda

Faulhafer    

Lynnette

McLeod  

Darrell

Renecker

Dan

Neumeister

Nov 10 N/A Wayne & Barb

Higgins 

Fritz

Steigmeier    

Darrell

Renecker

Dan

Neumeister

Nov 17 David

Bennewitz & Liz

Bomasuit   

Ed & Darlene

Illman        

Mary-Lou

Drown   

Brian

Wilker

Lynnette

McLeod



Nov 24 N/A Paul & Janet

Jeffery      

Dr. Jo

Knackstedt

Brian

Wilker

Lynnette

McLeod


