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“Second Blessing”

“Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.”

“Who would like seconds?”

That was a question that really didn’t need to be asked at our family’s Thanksgiving dinners, because not
only was the food wonderful but the table was filled with hearty eaters.  Thanksgiving would rotate
among three households in our family; when it was Aunt Alice and Uncle Bud’s turn to host the feast, we
knew that the invitation to seconds would have an added bonus, because Aunt Alice would always hold
out one special dish that only came onto the table when everyone was ready for seconds.  It would have
been her candied yams, or broccoli and cheddar casserole, or her signature mashed potatoes and bacon;
but no matter what she served, we always new that there would be a second blessing to enjoy along
with added helpings of turkey, stuffing, and all the other delights of our Thanksgiving gathering. 
Everyone was blessed by what was served first, but those who returned on this day of thanks received a
second blessing.

In today’s Gospel lesson, all of those who cried to Jesus initially are blessed, but only the one who
returned received a second blessing.  Our reading from Luke’s Gospel is another episode in Jesus’
journey to Jerusalem: “On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria
and Galilee.” (17:11).  When he enters an unnamed village, he is met by “ten men who had leprosy”
(17:12, New International Version), who, “keeping their distance, they called out, ‘Jesus, Master, have
mercy on us!’” (17:13).  There actions were in keeping with the laws of the time that governed persons
with leprosy; according to the Torah, any person with a leprous disease was required to live “outside the
camp” (“Command the Israelites to put out of the camp everyone who is leprous, or has a discharge, and
everyone who is unclean through contact with a corpse” – Numbers 5:2).  Whenever anyone approached
them, lepers were required to stand at a distance and cry out “unclean, unclean” (“The person who has
the leprous disease shall wear torn clothes and let the hair of his head be disheveled; and he shall cover
his upper lip and cry out, ‘Unclean, unclean.’” – Leviticus 13:45).  If a leper was fortunate enough to
recover, a priest had to certify that the person was clean before he or she could return to the
community (“On the eighth day he shall bring them for his cleansing to the priest, to the entrance of the
tent of meeting, before the LORD” – Leviticus 14:23).

The lepers who approach Jesus from a distance address him as “Master,” a term used in every other
instance in Luke by Jesus’ disciples; they recognize who he is and the power that he possesses.  Likewise,
when Jesus “saw them,” it implies more than physical sight; it means on the one hand perceiving the
opportunity to be merciful toward another person, and on the other hand the recognition that God’s
mercy a touched one’s life.  The translation “ten men who had leprosy” is significant, because they were
seen by Jesus not as “lepers” but as persons afflicted with a disease.

· “When Jesus loved a guilt-laden person and helped him, he saw him as an erring child of God. 
He saw in him a human being whom his Father loved and grieved over because he was going
wrong.  He saw him as God originally designed and meant him to be, and therefore he saw
through the surface layer of grime and dirt to the real man underneath.  Jesus did not identify
the person with his sin, but rather saw in this sin something alien, something that really did not



belong to him, something that merely chained and mastered him and from which he would free
him and bring him back to his real self.  Jesus was able to love men because he loved them right
through the layer of mud.” – Helmut Thielicke.

Jesus’ response to the cries of the persons with leprosy was that they were to “go and show yourselves
to the priests.”  As they obey his command and begin to travel toward the place where the priests of the
people dwelled, “they were made clean,” a healing similar to the cleansing of Naaman in 2 Kings (“So he
went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God;
his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean.” – 2 Kings 5:14).  Cleansing of
persons with leprosy is an identifying marker for Jesus’ ministry throughout Luke’s Gospel:

· “Once, when he was in one of the cities, there was a man covered with leprosy.  When he saw
Jesus, he bowed his face to the ground and begged him, ‘Lord, if you choose, you can make me
clean.’  Then Jesus stretched out his hand, touched him, and said, ‘I do choose.  Be made clean.’ 
Immediately the leprosy left him.” – 5:12-13.

· “And he answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their
sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have
good news brought to them.  And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” – 7:22-23.

All ten persons were leprosy received the blessing of being cleansed from their disease; but one of them,
“when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice.” (17:15).  This person falls
to the ground at Jesus’ feet in the posture of worship to give thanks, the same word Jesus uses to give
thanks to God for the bread and cup at the Last Supper (“Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he
said, ‘Take this and divide it among yourselves’” (22:17).  Glorifying God is a common response to
manifestations of God’s saving work in Luke:

· “The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.” – 2:20.

· “Fear seized all of them; and they glorified God, saying, ‘A great prophet has risen among us!’
and ‘God has looked favorably upon his people!’” – 7:16.

· “When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and began praising God.” –
13:13.

Luke adds one additional detail about this man who returns to give thanks to Jesus after he is healed:
“he was a Samaritan.”  Samaritans were looked upon as outsiders by Jesus’ people; “Samaritans were
regarded [by Jews] as unclean people, descendants of the mixed marriages that followed from the
Assyrian settlement of people from various regions of the fallen northern kingdom.” (Alan Culpepper). 
According to the Gospel of John, “Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.” (John 4:9).  Yet
it is this “foreigner” – and not the other nine who by implication were Jews – who recognizes the one
who has cleansed him of his disease and returns to give thanks:

· “The common disdain for Samaritans stands in sharp contrast to the Samaritan’s response to
God … the proper response to God’s saving mercy, therefore, is not the presumption that it is
something we deserve but untainted gratitude and pure praise of God for God’s saving mercy.”
– Culpepper.

At first, Jesus expresses surprise and disappointment that only one of the ten returned to give thanks:
“Were not ten made clean?  But the other nine, where are they?  Was none of them found to return and



give praise to God except this foreigner?” (17:17-18).  It should be noted that the other nine did exactly
what Jesus had commanded: they went and showed themselves to the priest, and they were healed. 
The didn’t do anything wrong, and received the blessing promised them.  But the Samaritan who
returned to give thanks “is identified by Jesus, recognized and affirmed that he not only saw that he was
healed but returned to give thanks, and was then blessed a second time” (David Lose).  The Samaritan
receives a “second blessing” when Jesus commands him to “get up and go on your way; your faith has
made you well.” (17:19).  The verb translated “made well” (sozo) is a complex Greek word that can also
be translated “to be saved” (“Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of
Abraham.  For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save this lost.” – 19:9-10).  Faith is said to have
“saved,” and the reference is always to the whole person; the salvation extends to more than the
physical sphere (“Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” – 7:50).  Being “saved” is equivalent to entering
the kingdom or inheriting eternal life; it has both a present blessing and a future promise of entering the
Kingdom of God.  “What we have, then, is a story of ten being healed and one being saved.” (Fred
Craddock).

· “But of course salvation cannot be restricted to those who suffer under the burden of
meaninglessness … whatever stands in the way of our full entry into life in all of its admixture of
joy and sorrow, that is the ‘sin’ from which we must be saved.  For the purpose of this savior is
to give us life, abundant life, the life that the Creator God intended for us from the outset – life
that was ‘very good’ (Genesis 1).” – Douglas John Hall.

All ten of the persons afflicted with leprosy experienced the blessing of healing; but only the tenth
received the second blessing of salvation when he returned to give thanks.  This is the true blessing of
thanksgiving: when we recognize that “all good gifts around us are sent from heaven above” and come
into God’s presence in thanks and praise, we open ourselves to the fullness of blessedness that God
desires to shower upon all of us.  God desires to bless us with the abundance of divine blessedness “out
of pure, fatherly, and divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness of mine at all!” (Small
Catechism).  There are indeed “no gifts have we to offer for all thy love imparts – but what thou most
desirethzz, our humble, thankful hearts.” It is the grace that is ours in Jesus Christ that offers us
“strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,” the blessings of supply our daily bread as well as the
promise of eternal life for all who come into God’s presence in thanksgiving and in recognition that our
Lord is the source of all blessedness.

· “Faith, like gratitude, is our response to the grace of God as we have experienced it.  For those
who have become aware of God’s grace, all of life is infused with a sense of gratitude, and each
encounter becomes an opportunity to see and to respond in the spirit of the grateful leper.” –
Culpepper.

No one really needed to ask us if we wanted seconds at our family Thanksgiving feasts, because we
knew that not only would there be more of what we had already enjoyed but additional treats that we
would only experience if we returned to the table.  When we return to give thanks to God for all with
which God blesses us, we will receive that second blessing that bestows on us “abundantly far more than
all we can ask or imagine” (Ephesians 3:20) – “strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!” Amen.


