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“Passionate and Persistent Love” 

Grace and peace to you from God the Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   

 

 During my first two years in university, I shared a residence space with a person who 

identified as an atheist. We were attending an extremely conservative Baptist university, so it 

was a bit of an odd spiritual experience for him to subject himself to. His reasons for attending 

were more pragmatic than spiritual as it was the only English speaking school in the immediate 

area. Nevertheless, he faithfully participated in what was expected of him, this included weekday 

chapel services, Sunday morning worship, and Wednesday night prayer group. Of course, these 

experiences made for interesting conversation as we walked back to our dorm room together. He 

had endless questions and genuine critiques that often made me stop and think “why do we do 

that?” or “is that really what I believe?” He was overly critical, but in my eyes, it was such a 

refreshing gift from God that really helped me solidify my understanding of God, the Church, 

and myself. I could give you countless examples of insights that I gained throughout the 

experience of our friendship, but this morning, as we reflect upon the gospel reading, the parable 

of the persistent widow, I am mindful of one conversation in particular.   

 We were heading home from a mandatory prayer group where students had gathered with 

members of a local congregation to collectively pray for a young family who had been left 

homeless due a house fire that their insurance policy refused to cover. The entire evening was 

focused on this family – the room buzzed as people gossiped about the family before the prayer 

meeting and after we had prayed for God’s hand to meet their needs, we all parted ways with the 

hope that a home would soon be provided. We were likewise challenged to remember the family 

in private prayer, for God surely hears the cries of God’s children.   

 I was prayerfully mindful of the family as we walked in silence for the first portion of our 

journey back to the residence, a silence that was soon interrupted by my roommate’s usual 

critique. “Why doesn’t the church give the family a home?” my roommate asked. “They own 

seven investment rentals and two are currently empty, I saw it on their website” he continued and 

then stated with exasperated sarcasm: “It makes no sense to create a big issue about this family 

needing a home when the church could easily meet their needs. Isn’t that what Jesus calls 

Christians to do?” I had no answer, because his critique was correct. It wasn’t that the church 

was wasting their time praying, for God’s word encourages believers to bring all things before 

the throne of grace (Philippians 4:6). It was that the church could have been doing more than just 

praying – they could have acted to bring justice to the situation at hand. They could have been a 

larger part of what God was doing in the life of that family.  

 That experience is forever engrained in my memory and I am particularly mindful of it 

when reading the parable of the persistent widow. In this parable, a poor and oppressed widow 

has clearly been treated unfairly and has approached a judge in search of justice. A judge who 

initially refuses to adhere to her request. A judge who Luke describes not only once, but twice, as 

having no fear of God and no respect for people (Luke 18:2-4). In this early Judean context, the 



judge’s refusal to bring justice to the widow is additionally frowned upon because Jewish law 

stipulates that widows and orphans, in particular, should not be mistreated (Exodus 22:22).   

 Despite the judge’s refusal, this widow continues to come before him and perhaps 

annoyed or frustrated with her repetitive approaches, the judge finally agrees to grant her justice 

so that he doesn’t have to deal with her anymore. This parable reflects the same features present 

in the parable of the friend at midnight, an earlier account within Luke’s gospel which again 

emphasizes that if human beings are willing to give into the persistency of one another, God, 

who is rich in love and mercy, is likewise willing to meet the needs of those who continually 

come before the throne of grace.    

  In Greek, Luke 18 verse 5 states that the judge feared the lady would hu-pó-pi-az-ó him, 

a word that the NRSV translates as a fear that this widow will “wear him out” as she continually 

comes with her request, but a more literal interpretation of the Greek might better read as a fear 

that this widow will come and “slap him in the face” (Luke 18:5). I enjoy this literal 

interpretation as it highlights not only the widow’s persistency, but her passion – the widow is so 

passionate in her approach that the judge fears she might physically or metaphorically “slap” 

him. Picture it, a widow who within this context is typically poor and vulnerable is approaching a 

judge who is in a position of tremendous influence. A widow fighting for justice amidst a social 

and political system that clearly was not designed in her favor. Nevertheless, through passion and 

persistency she eventually earns favor in the eyes of a judge who agrees to grant justice amidst 

her circumstance.  

 Now, Jesus uses the story of this unnamed widow to teach his disciples about two things: 

the significance of prayer and the nature of God. Listeners are encouraged to pray with 

persistency, just as this widow persistently approaches the judge, for if an unjust judge is willing 

to grant the repetitive request of this lady, surely a just and Holy God will likewise “grant justice 

to those who call on him day and night” (Luke 18:7). Surely if a person who has no fear of God 

and no respect for people (Luke 18:2-4) is willing to grant justice, likewise God who is rich and 

love and mercy will surely come to the help of God’s children. It is a promise of help that is 

rooted in a need for prayer. A promise that God is caring, Holy, just, and always willing to hear 

and respond to the prayers of those who call upon His name. A promise that all have direct 

access to God’s ear through the gift of prayer.   

 This promise is at the heart of what has become known as Luther’s priesthood of all 

believers. Luther himself did not use the exact phrase “priesthood of all believers” but this 

concept was at the core of the Reformation movement – it was an idea that Luther fought 

passionately to share. Luther taught that all baptized people are a part of the priesthood of all 

believers, meaning that in and through Christ, the baptized have direct access to God. A concept 

that seemed foreign amidst the papal structure of Catholicism that Luther desired to reform. 

Luther’s premise is that all baptized believers are a part of the priesthood, meaning that we share 

both access to the promises of God and a responsibility to be ministers who proclaim the hope of 

the Gospel message of Christ, the gift of God’s unwavering love that is with and for all people. A 

message that is likewise contained within the parable of the persistent widow, a message of 

comforting reassurance and responsibility to not only live within the promises of God, but to live 

out the promises of God.   

 Within this parable there is a clear comparison between an unjust and disrespectful judge 



and God, a ruler who is full of compassion, forgiveness, and mercy, a judge who grants justice 

and grace. A God whom all can trust and depend upon, a God who invites all to a life of 

persistent prayer with a promising reassurance that all prayers are in fact heard. But likewise, 

within this same parable, there is perhaps also a comparison between the widow and the children 

of God. A comparison that draws to the forefront a pursuit for social justice, a pursuit that might 

require laborious persistency and passion. It is a challenge to perhaps be like the widow who 

despite an imbalance of political and social influence, stands as a firm advocate for social justice. 

A challenge to pray for God’s magnificent hand to be at work amidst the unfair and unjust 

circumstances of this life, but to likewise do more than just pray.   

 There are moments that seem to be filled with utter helplessness in which all we can do is 

pray: pray for healing, pray for guidance, pray for safety and that prayer, as has been testified on 

countless occasions, truly helps. Prayer works. But there are other moments in which the 

children of God can do more than just praying, moments when the Church can be an active part 

of what God is doing in the world – moments in which God’s love can shine and be experienced 

through the activity of God’s children. Much like my university roommate reminded me, Christ’s 

call to discipleship is about more than repetitive prayer – it’s also about action. In Matthew’s 

record of Jesus commissioning his disciples, Christ says: cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the 

diseased, cast out demons, and give without payment (Matthew 5:8). It’s a calling of both prayer 

and action. A calling to be representatives of Christ’s love and body within the world (1 

Corinthians 12:27).   

 May the children of God be sensitive to the mission and calling of Jesus Christ – a 

mission rooted in both prayer and action – a mission that strives for social justice. A calling both 

to prayer and to minister to the needs of one another so that the Gospel message of God’s love 

might be both experienced and witnessed throughout the world. For God is just, eager to listen to 

the prayers of all people, quick to forgive, and full of unending mercy and grace.   

 

Amen.  


