
PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL
“In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be

registered.” – Luke 2:1.

These familiar opening words from the Gospel for Christmas don’t give us many details as to

when “all the world” received the news about Augustus’ census, nor how long they had to

prepare for the journey “to their own towns to be registered.”  From what we know about the

Roman emperors, very little if any thought went into how this census might inconvenience

these people, nor would they have cared about the preparations that were required to

undertake such a trek for the purpose of taxation.  All we know is that “all went,” including a

young couple from Nazareth who were forced to travel to Bethlehem because Joseph “was

descended from the house and family of David.”  Joseph and Mary, “to whom he was engaged

and who was expecting a child,” probably only had time to pack a few essential belongings

before they left the comfort of their home for the discomfort of a stable where “she gave birth

to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there

was no place for them in the inn.”  The parents of the child who would be named Jesus had little

time to prepare for the birth of the one who would soon be hailed as “a Saviour, who is the

Messiah, the Lord.”

Unlike the Holy Family, we are in a far more advantageous position

in preparing to celebrate the Birth of Our Saviour on Christmas Day. 

Not only do we have all the signs of the seasons around our

community – in stores, on the streets, and on television and radio

– but we have a season that invites us to “prepare the way of the

Lord.”  Advent (the word for the season means “coming”) is a four-

week season of preparation in which we prepare ourselves for the

coming of our Lord and what this means in our lives.  As we light

more candles on the Advent wreath each Sunday, the light of Christ
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shines brighter even as the days grow shorter and the darkness of night becomes greater. 

Advent invites us to prepare for the coming of Immanuel – God with us, the blessed birth of the

“child [who] has been born to us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he

is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6).

Advent is a season of preparation – not only for the coming of Christmas, but for the coming of

Christ into our lives each day.  Advent is about more than preparing for the remembrance of our

Savior’s birth in the manger in Bethlehem centuries ago; it is about preparing ourselves for the

entrance of our Lord into our lives here and now, and what it means for us to live as children

of the light and to serve as the Body of Christ in both the present and the future.  Advent invites

us to prepare ourselves for the ways in which Christ will call us to “serve all people, following

the example of our Lord Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.” (ELW

Affirmation of Baptism).  Advent invites us to look to the future with hope, for as “the hopes and

fears of all the years are met in thee tonight” when Jesus was born in that little town of

Bethlehem, so also will our preparations for the future into which God is calling us to be filled

with the blessed hope of our Lord and Savior’s steadfast love and eternal presence.

· “The Christian hope, expressed most vividly at Advent, is grounded in the reality that

the Jesus who came in weakness and in meekness will come again in great glory, in

judgment, justice, and power, to redeem the world, to save it from itself … as we look

forward to the return of the past, the rekindling of the lights that lead to Bethlehem,

we look forward also to that which has not yet been, the lights that lead to the eternal

victory we shall share in Jesus Christ.” – Peter Gomes.

Mary and Joseph probably had little time to prepare for their forced journey to Bethlehem, but

it would be in that city of David that God’s Will would be accomplished for all of God’s people. 

In this season of Advent, may we prepare ourselves to once again celebrate the glad tidings of

the angels that “to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the

Lord” (Luke 2:11) and what it means to live in trust and hope every day that no matter what

future is being prepared for us, we live in joy and hope that Jesus is our Emmanuel – God is with

us always!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Jeff Laustsen

http://www.zionstratford.com
mailto:zionlc@golden.net


MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
In the November newsletter, it was announced that Congregational Council had approved a loan

to Jonah.  Several questions have been raised by members and I thought I would take this

opportunity, in the interest of full transparency, to provide you with some more details.

The loan, which came from our unrestricted endowment fund, is in the amount of $75.400.  The

loan has been amortized over 6 years at an interest rate of 3%.  In addition, the loan is secured

by a life insurance policy taken out by Jonah naming Zion as the primary beneficiary.  We have

had both legal counsel and financial professionals create and review the loan documents.  It is

important to stress that this is an investment.  In fact, at an interest rate of 3%, this loan will

generate returns greater than guaranteed investment certificates in our current investment

portfolio.

The loan proposal was brought to Congregational Council by the Endowment Committee with

unanimous support.  After being presented with the proposal, Congregational Council also

approved the loan unanimously.

One of the questions brought forth by the congregation related to the opportunity for the

congregation to vote on the loan much like the loan was made to Synod in the amount of

$100,000 several years earlier.  It is important to note that the loan to Synod was issued at 0%

interest and was forgivable, meaning that there was a real possibility that the loan would not

be repaid (as an aside, the Synod did pay back the loan in full, earlier than expected).  However,

given that the loan to Jonah is repayable at a market interest rate over a prescribed period of

time and has been secured by a life insurance policy, Council felt it appropriate to treat the loan

to Jonah like every other investment in our portfolio.  During our deliberations, I and other

members of Council ensured that this decision process was compliant with our constitution, our

by-lays and our policies.

I think we all recognize that this loan is atypical if we look at our

investment history.  However, Jonah was atypical.  We decided to

extend this loan to Jonah because of his personal needs and as a token

of our appreciation for how he went above and beyond his call of duty

to serve the congregation on a regular basis including fundraising, filling

in when Pastor Jeff was ill over Easter and beyond, and the lending of his extensive computer

skills.  Council was pleased to find ourselves in a position to help Jonah in his time of need while

not compromising the financial stability of the church.  All in all, it is seen as a win-win situation. 

Moreover, we have no concern that we have set a precedence for similar loans in the future.

I hope this brings clarity to the situation.  Please feel free to reach out to me or any other

member of Council with any concerns or questions. 

Kevin Tuer

Council Chairperson

  

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE
“For a child has been born to us, a son given to us” – Isaiah 9:6

6 PM – CHRISTMAS EVE GERMAN SERVICE: An opportunity for the German

speaking members of our community of faith and their families and friends to

gather for worship in their native language. In addition to celebrating the good

news of the birth of our Saviour, we will be blessed by the music of the

Teutonia Choir. The sermon (in English) will be shared by Pastor Jeff.

8 PM – Christmas Eve Carol  Service: We gather as a family of faith in our beautiful sanctuary

to sing the traditional carols of Christmas and to share the Christmas story with our children.

There will be an opportunity for children to gather around our Christmas trees as we hear the

angels declare the good news of our Saviour’s birth.

10 PM – CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION SERVICE: Amid the stillness of this holy night, we

gather together to celebrate the Nativity of our Lord as we share in his Holy Supper. One of the

most solemn and cherished worship services of the year as we rejoice in the “silent night, holy

night” in which the Christ Child “sleeps in heavenly peace.”

10 AM – CHRISTMAS DAY HOLY COMMUNION: On the morning of this most holy day, we

gather together around Word and Sacrament to celebrate the birth of our Saviour.

“O come, let us behold him – Christ the Lord!”



HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE NOVEMBER CONGREGATIONAL

COUNCIL MEETING
Staffing update - Jane Kelly has started her position in the office and will

be working with Terry so the transition will go smoothly when Terry

retires in February.  We did not receive any responses to our

advertisements for a new Minister of Music.  Pastor Jeff has received

some leads as to possible candidates for the position and will be

contacting those persons.

Property Committee - The ceiling in the main entrance will be sealed with Styrofoam for the

winter and more permanent renovations completed in the spring.

Upgrading the lights in the main entrance and the canopy have been completed.

Property Committee are researching possible coverings over the accessibility entrance and the

basement entrance.

Other projects being investigated are updating the lighting in the Fellowship Hall, replacement

of the deteriorating large windows in the lower level only of the Educational/Offices wing of the

Church, adding railings and power doors for better accessibility at the back door.

The Ministry Task Force met on numerous occasions to discuss and assess the pastoral needs

of the congregation.  The two areas of ministry where there appears to be the greatest need are

in visitation and working with children, youth and families.

Pastor Art Hodgson will be available for supply preaching during Pastor Jeff’s vacation as well

as pastoral coverage during these times.

Discussions and interviews are continuing regarding the possibility of hiring someone who would

be interested in a position working in the area of children, youth and family ministry and in

hiring someone who would be interested in serving as Minister of Visitation.

Pastor Jeff’s new schedule will begin the first week in December.  His day off will be Mondays

and his office hours will be Tuesday - Friday from 9 AM - 12 Noon.

Bible Study will now be Tuesday instead of Monday.

A Baked Potato Lunch is being planned by the Congregational Life Committee for January 12 and

a Potluck is being planned for February 9.

The prepaid Expense Cards program needs more participants in order to reduce the shipping

costs and create more realistic income from this fundraiser program.  It was suggested that

instead of offering the program weekly, we change to offering it monthly.

Decorating for Advent will take place on Monday, November 25.  The first Sunday in Advent is

December 1.  The Christmas Eve services will be as in previous years, 6 PM the German Service;

8 PM the Carol Service and 10 PM Communion Service.

The Sunday School Christmas Program will be Sunday, December 15, 2019 at 6:30 PM.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
The Children’s Christmas Concert will be held on  Sunday, December 15 at

6:30 PM.  We will be practicing the concert on Sunday, December 8 and 15

after the church service.  We ask the parents to go downstairs and enjoy a

cup or two of coffee while we are practicing upstairs.  We will come and let

you know when we are finished.

We will be sending home the songs that your child’s class will be singing in the concert along

with any speaking part your child may have been given to say.  Please help them learn the words

to both.  If you have any questions, please speak to either their teacher or Paula.  Sunday School

will take a break following the Christmas Concert.  Sunday School will start back up on Sunday,

January 12, 2020.

The Sunday School children, teachers and I would like to thank Mr. Paul for all the wonderful

songs he has taught the children.

Paula McNaughton

Sunday School Co-Ordinator



ZION TABLE FOR SENIORS
Zion Table For Seniors will be held on Tuesday, December 17 at 12

noon.  Come and enjoy our Christmas meal, fellowship and music by the

Stratford Probus Club Ukulele Band.  Please reserve your spot if you

would like to attend by calling Mary-Lou Drown 519-273-2268 or Linda

Hicks 519-271-0319 before 10 AM this Tuesday, December 3.  The cost

is $12 for a full meal and entertainment.

WOMEN OF FAITH
Many thanks to everyone who donated cookies for our Christmas

Care Gift.  By the time this goes to print we will have made 60

packages for those in need of some TLC at this time.  I would like to

thank the members of Women of Faith for their many hours of

organizing, collecting and assembling these gifts.  Your efforts are very

much appreciated!  May God bless you for your loving and caring hearts as we strive toward our

Mission of expressing our Faith in action.

The members of Women of Faith will be having their Christmas Dinner at Demetre’s  at 5 PM

on Sunday, December 8.

Wishing everyone a Very Merry Christmas!  Take time to reflect and appreciate the reason for

the season!  Take time to be with family and friends and enjoy their strengths and pray for their

weaknesses.  Looking forward to 2020!  May the new year bring you renewed strength, faith

and energy as we strive to cooperate in the mission, ministry and programs of Zion.

Ellen Wolfe

President

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
Donations are now  being accepted so the Women of Faith group can

purchase flowers to decorate our church for our Christmas celebrations.

Please put Christmas Flowers and your name on a separate envelope and

place it on the offering plate or bring it to the church office. Donations will

be accepted from now until mid-December. Thank you for your gift!

FRIENDSHIP MEAL
Because of the additional opportunities provided for community meals in

Stratford in December we do not offer one. January 25 is our next meal. Your

participation is welcome in this part of Zion’s ministry. For information,

please speak to Sister Jean Widmeyer 519-273-6810. May God’s blessing rest

on all who eat and all who serve.

DECEMBER VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers assist with our Sunday morning worship services. Listed below are those who serve

in December as a reminder and as a thank you for serving.

Date Communion

Assistants

Greeters Readers Usher

Captains

Counting

Captains

Dec. 1 Stephen

Fischer &

Sister Jean

Widmeyer

Tim & Susan

Iredale 

Marilyn Wells Fritz

Steigmeier

Tim Iredale

Dec. 8 N/A Mervyn Dietz       Liz Bomasuit Fritz

Steigmeier

Tim Iredale

Dec. 15 Linda Springer

& Darlene

Illman

Robert &

Beverley Keutsch

Ed Illman Steve Lamont Kevin Tuer

Dec. 22 N/A Steve & Marg

Lamont

Brian Wilker Steve Lamont  Kevin Tuer

Dec. 24 Volunteer

Needed

8  Wayne & Linda

Faulhafer

10 Volunteer

Needed

8 Linda

Faulhafer

10 Volunteer

Needed

Volunteers

Needed

N/A

Dec. 25 Volunteer

Needed

10 Volunteer

Needed

Brian Wilker Volunteers

Needed

N/A

Dec. 29 N/A Gerald & Isabel

Cook

Linda Springer Ed Illman       N/A




