
PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL
“Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, making the most of the time,

because the days are evil.” – Ephesians 5:15-16.

Anyone who ever wished that there were more hours in a day to accomplish

all our tasks and errands will be glad that leap year is once again upon us. 

A “leap year” (also known as an intercalary or bissextile year) is a calendar

year containing an additional day – February 29 – that is added to keep the

calendar year synchronized with the astronomical or seasonal year.  While

this February is still the shortest month of 2020, we have an additional 24 hours to use as we wish –

wisely or foolishly, getting caught up on our “to do” lists or procrastinating for one additional day.  It

is one more day for us to decide what the Apostle means when he encourages us to “make the most

of the time.”

Like all good gifts that God entrusts to God’s people, time is entrusted to the saints so that they can

do good works (“For we are what he made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God

prepared beforehand to be our way of life.” – Ephesians 2:10), for using every opportunity and tackling

each task that God gives to them.  Christians are to use the time that is given to them wisely, for the

spreading of the gospel and for repentance and salvation (“The Lord is not slow about his promise, as

some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to

repentance.” – 2 Peter 3:9).  The “time” (Kairos) that God entrusts to us points us to the opportunities

we are offered to love and serve all people, following the example of Jesus; it means that we strive to

“conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the most of the time.” (Colossians 4:5).  Making

wise use of time means that Christians must seize these opportunities to “accept each day that God

gives with joy and thanksgiving, do not idle away the time that has been given to you.” (Eduard Lohse).

While leap year gives us those extra hours we may have been craving, every day provides us with

opportunities to make wise use of the time God has given to us to be faithful stewards of our selves,

our families, our community, and our church.  It is an expression of the wisdom that is one of the

blessings God bestows upon us (“I have taught you the way of wisdom; I have led you in the paths of

uprightness.” – Proverbs 4:11).  The wisdom with which God has blessed us helps us to discern the
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most faithful way we can make use of all God’s blessings – “our selves, our time, and our possessions,

signs of your gracious love.” (Lutheran Book of Worship).  Making the most of the time we have been

given – even in years when we don’t have a February 29 – is one way in which we seek to live as God’s

faithful people, called to let our light shine before others so that they may see our good works and give

glory to our Father in heaven.

· “The way of wisdom is a life filled by the Holy Spirit – bearing the fruit of the Spirit, serving in

the strength the Spirit provides, adopting the attitudes inspired by the Spirit, attitudes of joy

and gratitude and humility and respect.  It’s a way of life that is defined by the grace and

mercy that we extend to others as a result of our experience of God’s generous grace and

mercy.  It’s a way of life that is defined by the faith by which we entrust ourselves to that

mysterious and wonderful power of love that surrounds us all.  It’s a way of life that is defined

by following Jesus’ example of selfless love and sacrificial service to others.  It’s a way of life

that is truly meaningful.” – Alan Brehm.

So, we have more hours in the day this month – in fact, we have an entire extra day!  However you

choose to use this extra time, may it be time that we spend wisely and faithfully, making the most of

all of the time that God gives us as times of embodying the love of Christ and serving all people in

Jesus’ name.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Jeff Laustsen

ANNUAL MEETING: FEBRUARY 23
We are at the time of the year when our congregation holds its annual

meeting. This year our meeting will be held on Sunday, February 23

beginning at 11:15 AM. This meeting is important as it allows all members

to review the year that was and to plan for the future. An annual meeting

is always essential as it allows us to work out together how we can best be

the church of Jesus Christ. Please exercise your privilege as a member of

Zion Church and plan to attend the meeting. All confirmed members have voice and vote... P.S. Annual

reports will be available a week before the meeting, so please pick one up and read it to prepare for

the meeting.

 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE DEC. CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING
There are five positions to fill on the Congregational Council for 2020.  Four

members have agreed to let their names stand for re-election for a second term. 

Therefore, one vacancy still remains to be filled for 2020.  If you are interested in

submitting your name for nomination for Congregational Council, please contact
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mailto:zionlc@golden.net


Kevin Tuer, Chairperson or any other Council member.

The Annual General Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, February 23, 2020.

Congregational Council accepted the recommendation of the Endowment Fund Committee for

disbursement of the net 2019 income.  The recommendation will be presented to the Congregation

members at the Annual Congregational Meeting in February.

Congregational Council accepted the recommendation of the Finance Committee that the 2020 Gross

Current Fund Budget for 2020 be $323,539 and the Net Current Fund Budget be $299,539.

 

Congregational Council accepted the Finance Committee recommendation that the Benevolence-

Synodical Budget for 2020 be $57,000.00.  The budget figure for 2020 has been reduced.  Kevin Tuer

and Gerald Cook met with Keith Myra and Jeff Pym at the Synod Office recently to discuss our

commitment.  A general agreement was arrived at during this meeting that increasing the commitment

each year is no longer a sustainable option.

  

The budgets will be presented to the Congregation members at the Annual Congregational Meeting

in February.

Congregational Council accepted the recommendation of the Interview Team that Paul Shilton be hired

for the position of Minister of Music and that he begins in January.

Pastor Jeff has received a few “leads” for the position of Organist and will be contacting them.  Franklin

Famme is retiring at the end of December.  Marco Burak will continue his position as part time

Organist. 

Jane and Terry are working together as Jane continues to take on more responsibility as Parish

Secretary.

Sister Jean has been hired as Minister of Visitation to assist Pastor Jeff with visitations.

Accessibility Committee - Investigations are continuing with regard to installing awnings over the

Accessible Entrances and changing the direction of the one-way drive from St. David Street. 

Investigations are also continuing for installing a railing and automatic door at the back and installing

lifts on the stairwell.

Property Committee - Insulation has been installed in the entranceway.  Two new toilets will be

installed, one in the washroom off the nursery and one in the washroom off the Sunday School

Co-ordinator’s office on the 2nd floor.  These are the only two toilets that were not replaced when the

kitchen and washroom renovations were completed, one is broken and both are very old.

Managing the Current Fund deficit and the Synodical Benevolence commitment deficit continue to be

a concern for Council.  Our financial situation will be reviewed further in January as we consider

options for increasing income with less dependence on the income from the Endowment Fund to cover

deficits.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE JANUARY CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING
Pastor Bonnie Schelter-Brown and Jim Glasser provided Congregational Council with information on

the makeup of the Nith Valley Shared Ministry Council and invited Zion to participate.  There are 14

Churches in the Nith Valley Ministerial Area.  Eleven of the Churches are currently represented on the

Nith Valley Shared Ministry Council.  Meetings are 4 times per year.  Usually there are two

representatives from each Congregation but meetings are open for everyone to attend.    The next

meeting is Wednesday, January 29th at St. Peter’s, Milverton, @ 7:00 pm.

Staffing update – Paul Shilton has commenced his position as Minister of Music and has been working

with the choir and with the Sunday School.

Sandra Mogensen has started her position as part-time pianist.

Sister Jean will be assisting Pastor Jeff a few hours each week as Minister of Visitation.

The Annual General Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, February 23, 2020.

There are five positions to fill on the Congregational Council for 2020.  Four members have agreed to

let their names stand for re-election for a second term.  Therefore, one vacancy still remains to be

filled for 2020.  A notice will be put in the upcoming Sunday bulletins inviting anyone who wishes to

let their name stand for nomination to do so.

The pavilion and bandshell have been reserved for the summer outdoor worship service and picnic

which will be held on Sunday, June 14, 2020.

A Baked Potato lunch will be held on Sunday March 1, 2020, following the service.

Investigations are being made to see if the deteriorating large windows in the lower level of the

Educational/Offices wing can be repaired instead of replaced.

The unusual rain we experienced recently caused a leak in the hallway leading to the kitchen. 



+ IN MEMORIUM +
Ruby Esther Taylor +January 4

Linda Betty Springer +January 12

Dona Jean Ahrens +January 16

Investigations are ongoing as to where and how the water gained entrance.

ZION TABLE FOR SENIORS    
Zion Table for Seniors will be held February 25 at 12 noon. Come and find out

what is “The Quilt of Belonging”. Jean Aitcheson will enlighten us on this work of

art. Please reserve your spot by calling Mary-Lou Drown at 519-273-2268 or Linda 

Hicks at 519-271-0319 before 10 AM February 18. The cost is $12.00 for a full

meal and entertainment.

WOMEN OF FAITH NEWS
I hope everyone had a good Christmas celebration and a Happy New Year!

I would like to thank Doris Bartlett and Beryl Horst for the great job they did by

writing the cards for our Christmas Care Gift for many years now.  They felt that

it was time to step down from this.  They have been faithful and dedicated

members of Women of Faith and continue to be a support to us. Thank you very

much ladies for all you have done and continue to do.  And thank you Joanne

Cosstick and Linda Weitzel for stepping into this role!

We will continue to collect Hygiene Kits into the new year now until they are shipped in May. I

encourage the congregation to contribute to this worthy cause. Again, the instructions and the

container for completed kits are at the back of the church.

World Day of Prayer will be held this year on Friday, March 6 in the afternoon at Community of Christ

Church on Forman Ave. More information will be available very soon.

The Zion Women of Faith Executive will be meeting Wednesday, February 12 at 10:00 AM. We will be

discussing and planning an outline of our goals for the coming year.

Respectfully Submitted by Ellen Wolf

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE NEWS
We have been putting our heads together to come up with some new and interesting events for Zion’s

members this Spring.

Sunday, March 1 following the 10 AM service and Sunday School we are hoping you will

join your fellow members in the Fellowship Hall for

BAKED POTATO SUNDAY

Save the date - Sunday, June 14 for our Annual Church Picnic. It will once again be held in Upper

Queen’s Park. It will begin with our church service followed by lunch and fun. Watch the Newsletter

and Sunday bulletins for more information.

We welcome anyone who would like to join our committee and thank all those who volunteer their

time and talents to assist us.

Submitted by Liz Bomasuit

THANK YOU
A heartfelt thank you to the following for donating to the Christmas Flower Fund: Hans

& Carmen Beck; Ken & Mary Neumeister; Brian & Barb Gropp; Elsie Dahm; Ellen Wolfe

& Bruce Mitchell; Brian & Pauline Schade; Bea Huras; Doreen Graul; Jean Weir; Eva

Wagner; Wayne & Linda Faulhafer; Carl & Gwen Marklevitz; Bob & Heather

Wickenheiser; Margaret Wolfe; Robert & Bev Keutsch; Elfrieda Zimmerman; Gord &

Elaine Steed.

ZION’S FRIENDSHIP MEAL
Zion will host the Friendship Meal on Friday,  February 28 at 5 PM. At that meal

we will host guests from the Stratford area who are in need of fellowship or a

good home-cooked meal. In order to serve our guests well, volunteers are

needed who can serve for the event or for an hour or two to prepare for the

meal. Help is appreciated to set tables, prepare the food, serve tables or help

with clean up. Please contact Sister Jean Widmeyer (519-273-6810) if you can help.



FEBRUARY VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers assist with our Sunday morning worship services. Listed below are those who serve in

February as a reminder and as a thank you for serving.

Date Communion

Assistants

Greeters Readers Usher

Captains

Counting

Captains

Feb. 2 Liz Bomasuit &

Darlene Illman

Robert &

Beverley

Keutsch   

Marg Lamont  Tom Cosstick Lois Lemon

Feb. 9 N/A         Al & Lorraine

Skowby

Nancy Schaff Tom Cosstick  

 

Tim Gropp

Feb. 16 Fritz Steigmeier &

Sister Jean

Widmeyer

Gerald & Isabel

Cook   

Lynnette

McLeod

Darrell

Renecker

Tim Gropp 

Feb. 23 N/A Jim & Judy

Stanley

Mary-Lou

Drown    

Darrell

Renecker

N/A  

Feb. 26 Ed Illman Fritz Steigmeier Dr. Jo

Knackstedt

Brian Coe N/A
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