
DURING THIS TIME OF SELF-ISOLATION
YOU ARE INVITED TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE

www.zionstratford.com
FOR BULLETINS, PASTOR JEFF’S SERMONS BY

VIDEO, HYMNS OF COMFORT AND UPDATES

PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  Therefore we will not fear …” –

Psalm 46:1-2a.

On August 2, 1527, an outbreak of bubonic plague struck the city of Wittenberg,

Germany.  Previous outbreaks of this plague had devastated communities in

Europe; at one time, 40% of the European population died from this illness. 

Word of its arrival in this German city caused panic, with most of the faculty and

students from the university relocating to nearby Schlieben.  But two faculty

members remained in the city: Martin Luther and his colleague Johannes

Bugenhagen, who chose to stay so that they could minister to the city’s sick and

frightened residents.  Seeking to encourage pastors to remain with their people

because “he is needed by his flock for comfort and strength in the hour of death,”

Luther wrote a fourteen-page pamphlet entitled Whether One May Flee from a Deadly Plague, in

which he emphasized the duty to care for the neighbor, the responsibility of government to protect

and provide services for its citizens, a caution about recklessness, and the importance of science,

medicine, and common sense.    Luther suggested the establishment of public hospitals to care for
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the sick and urged city officials who are bound by responsibilities to their neighbors not to flee the

city.  As in all of Luther’s writings, this pamphlet is rooted in the Word of God, a living witness that

is always “faith active in love.”  

· “The service we can render to the needy is indeed such a small thing in comparison with

God’s promises and rewards that St. Paul says in Timothy, ‘Godliness is of value in every

way, and it holds promise both for the present life and the life to come.’ [1 Tim. 4:8]. 

Godliness is nothing else but service to God.  Service to God is indeed service to our

neighbor.  It is proved by experience that those who nurse the sick with love, devotion, and

sincerity are generally protected.  Though they are poisoned, they are not harmed.  As the

psalm says, ‘in his illness you heal his infirmities’ [Psalm 41:3], that is, you change his bed

of sickness into a bed of health.”

Luther’s teachings offer us sound guidance as we face the uncertainties of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

This is uncharted territory for many of us; we are experiencing events that were unthinkable even

a few weeks ago.  Schools are closing for weeks, sports league have suspended their games, Disney

World and Universal Studios in Florida have closed, and many people have cancelled travel plans

for the spring.  The outbreak is affecting the life of many churches; some congregations have

cancelled worship services, while others are drastically altering their worship life and

congregational activities.  Here at Zion, we have decided to exercise an “abundance of caution” out

of concern for the well-being of our parishioners and neighbors; this has meant the cancelling of

many non-worship gatherings and changes in some of our worship practices.  As I write this article,

I am continuing to monitor messages from the bishops of our church as well as local health

authorities as to how developments with the virus might impact our ministry.  We call on everyone

to follow Luther’s advise to “use medicine; take potions which can help you; fumigate house, yard,

and street; shun persons and places wherever your neighbor does not need your presence.”

While we will continue to make decisions that are necessary for the health and well-being of all

persons, as people of faith we continue to trust in God’s steadfast presence and the assurance that

nothing can separate us from the love of God that is ours in our Lord Jesus Christ.  As we observe

Holy Week this month, we are reminded that by his death and resurrection our Lord Jesus Christ

has “purchased and freed me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with

gold or silver but by his holy, precious blood and his innocent suffering and death.” (Small

Catechism).  Christ rose triumphantly on Easter morning so that we might have the assurance that

no power, no force, no virus or disease can ultimately defeat us or separate us from the loving

presence of God.  Our present ordeal will challenge us in ways that may make our lives far different

from the way they have ever been, but we have the assurance from God’s Holy Word that “this

slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure,
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because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is

temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:17-18).

· “Luther’s counsel, based on Scripture, is still sound.  Respect the disease.  Do not take

unnecessary risks.  Provide for the spiritual and physical needs of the neighbor.  Make use

of medical aid.  Care for one another, especially the most vulnerable … trust in God’s

faithfulness and God’s promises, particularly the promise of eternal life.  Paul writes,

‘whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s’ (Romans 14:8).” – Bishop Elizabeth

Eaton, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

In the midst of the uncertainty of the COVID-19 pandemic, we live in confidence that we are not

alone; for at all times “the LORD of hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our stronghold.” (Psalm

46:7).

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Jeff Laustsen

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MARCH CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

MEETING
The March 12, 2020 Congregational Council Meeting was the first Council

Meeting after the Annual Meeting.

Pastor Jeff welcomed Dianne Yundt, new member to Congregational
Council and thanked Council members who are returning for a second term,
namely, Liz Bomasuit, Tim Gropp, Tim Iredale and Lois Lemon.

As this is the organizing meeting with the election of officers and designation of Committee
Assignments, Pastor Jeff was Chairperson of the meeting.  

Pastor Jeff and Congregational Council reviewed the Constitution and Bylaws, Article IX –
Congregational Council and its Officers and Article X – Duties of the Congregational Council and
its Officers.

The following responsibilities have been assigned to Congregational Council Members by election
and appointment:

Kevin Tuer – Chairperson (Property Committee)
Liz Bomasuit – Vice Chairperson (Congregational Life Committee)

APRIL CALENDAR
There is no April Calendar included with
this newsletter as all events have been
cancelled until further notice.

Gerald Cook – Treasurer (Finance Committee)
Audrey Miller – Secretary (Finance Committee)
Lynette McLeod (Worship and Music Committee, Christian Education Committee)
Dan Neumeister (Property Committee, Worship and Music Committee)
Lois Lemon (Congregational Life Committee)
Tom Cosstick (Property Committee, Accessibility Advisory Committee)
Judy Stanley (Congregational Life Committee)
Tim Gropp (Finance Committee)
Tim Iredale (Accessibility Advisory Committee)
Dianne Yundt (Congregational Life Committee)

Repairs in the front entry are complete.
Quotes are being obtained for installation of an automatic door opener at the back of the Church.
Inquiries are being made to find out if it would be possible to install a roof over the accessible door.
Pastor Jeff shared a pastoral letter received from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada
concerning coronavirus (COVID-19).  Following discussion, a Motion was made to suspend the 

Friendship Meal, the Zion Table for Seniors, the Maundy Thursday Potluck and Coffee Hour 

until further notice.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Sunday School is shut down until April 19.  If we need to go

past this date, parents/guardians of our Sunday School

children will be notified.  Susan Laustsen has been busy working on Mother’s Day crafts for

the children.  On Sunday, April 26, our JK-SK and Grade 1 classes will be doing their

Mother’s Day crafts and on Sunday May 3, our Grades 2 to 6 will have their turn.

Paula McNaughton

Sunday School Coordinator



+IN MEMORIUM+
Margaret Rebecca Henning +March 5
Paula Elizabeth Thomson +March 6

ZION TABLE FOR SENIORS
Zion Table for Seniors will be held on Tuesday, April 28 at 12 Noon.  Our

speaker, Barb Hacking, will be informing us about Monarch butterflies. 

Please reserve your spot by calling Mary-Lou Drown at 519-273-2268 or

Linda Hicks at 519-271-0319 before 10 AM on April 21.  The cost is $12 for

a full meal and entertainment.

PLEASE NOTE: Due to the Coronavirus outbreak the Senior’s dinner may

have to be cancelled for April.  We will notify everyone by phone if this happens.

ZION WOMEN OF FAITH
I am happy to announce that Janet Ahrens has agreed to Coordinate

the Flower Committee.  Janet has already contacted those who had

signed up for specific months.  We are still in need of someone to take

the months of April and July.  Many thanks to Janet for this and I know

she will do a great job!

Darlene Illman has agreed to take over the call list for Eternity for Today.  She has already been in

contact with those on the list.

We are cancelling the Easter Breakfast for this year in keeping with Zion’s effort to reduce the

spread of the COVID-19 virus.

We will continue to collect the Hygiene Kits.  While worship is cancelled, if you feel comfortable

in doing so, you may drop your kits off at the Church office any weekday morning between 8 AM

and 1:30 PM. 

Women of Faith will take part in the Annual Dinner and Theater in Grand Bend.  Tickets for Fiddler

on the Loose have been purchased for Wednesday, June 24 at 7:30 PM.  We will meet at Young’s

cottage at approximately 4:30 PM and have a meal prior to the theater.

PRAYER FOR A PANDEMIC
May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose lives are at stake.

May we who have no risk factors remember those most vulnerable.

May we who have the luxury of working from home remember those who must choose between

preserving their health or making their rent.

May we who have the flexibility of caring for our children when their schools close remember those

who have no safe place to go.

May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market remember those

who have no margin at all.

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home remember those who have no home.

As fear grips our country let us choose love.

During this time when we cannot wrap our arms physically around each other let us yet find ways

to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbours.

Amen.

Submitted by Ellen Wolfe, WOF Chairperson

R & R SUNDAY - RESURRECTION & REUNION
As a result of Sunday Worship being cancelled until further notice and us

not being able to celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter

Sunday, Pastor Jeff is planning a grand celebration to commemorate

Easter Sunday and the reunion of the congregation.  This grand

celebration will take place the 1st Sunday we are allowed to open for

worship and will include decorations, flowers and coffee hour.

If you wish to donate so the Women of Faith group can purchase flowers

and decorate the church for this celebration, please write “R & R

Sunday” and your name on a separate envelope.  You may either bring

your envelope to the Church office any weekday between 8 AM and 1:30

PM or place it in the mailbox.  Thank you!



 FRIENDSHIP MEAL
Sisters and Brothers of the Friendship Meal:

We hope that you and your families are well in the face of the arrival of the coronavirus in Canada.

We are living in unprecedented times.  The advent of the coronavirus has

driven us to make difficult decisions regarding our life in the church.  These

decisions are based on the need to exercise care in our relationship with our

brothers and sisters in the church community and in the world.  We are

following the recommendations of the health department regarding personal

health, social distancing and care of neighbour.

We are contacting you to let you know about decisions regarding the Friendship Meal:

1.  The National and Synodical Bishops have directed that all churches suspend worship and other

parish activities, effective immediately.  Zion is following this directive.

2.  This means that there will be no Friendship Meals for the immediate future.  We will let you

know when this ministry can resume its feeding ministry.

We thank you for your dedication to our Lord and our neighbours through the Friendship Meal. 

We pray that God will keep you safe and healthy.

Your servants in Christ,

Pastor Jeff Laustsen

Sr. Jean Widmeyer

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
Your Congregational Life Committee would like to thank you for your

participation in the Baked Potato Buffet held on March 1.  Through your

generous contributions we raised $467.50 towards the purchase of an automatic

door opener.

SAVE THE DATE
Please join us Sunday, June 14 at 10:00 AM  for our outdoor Sunday Service at Upper Queens Park

Bandshell. Pastor Jeff will lead our Service. 

There is some seating in front of the Bandshell but please bring your lawn

chairs. Lunch of hamburgers and hotdogs will be served afterwards. 

Drinks will be provided with a potluck dessert table. When we are

together again, please sign up at the back of the Church if you will be able

to attend and if you can bring a dessert.

Please contact your Congregational Life committee members if you have

any questions.

APRIL VOLUNTEERS
Although we currently do not have Sunday service, I am including the

volunteers for April Schedule in the hope that we will have permission to

commence service some time in April.

Volunteers assist with our Sunday morning worship services. Listed below are those who serve in

April as a reminder and as a thank you for serving.

Date Communion

Assistants

Greeters Readers Usher Captains Counting

Captains

Apr. 5 Barb Higgins &

Darlene Illman

Wayne &

Dianne Yundt

Stephen Fischer Tom Cosstick Liz Bomasuit

Apr.9
Maundy

Thursday

Fritz Steigmeier

& Liz Bomasuit

Brad & Sherry

Beatty

Fritz Steigmeier Steve Lamont Liz Bomasuit

Apr.10
Good

Friday

N/A Don & Connie

Campbell

Susan Iredale Jerry Terhaerdt Liz Bomasuit

Apr.12
Easter

Sister Jean

Widmeyer & Ed

Illman

Brian & Sharyl

Coe

Liz Bomasuit Tom Cosstick Liz Bomasuit

Apr.19 N/A Gerald & Isabel

Cook

Marg Lamont Darrell

Renecker

Liz Bomasuit

Apr.26 N/A Tom & Joanne

Cosstick

Lynnette

McLeod

Darrell

Renecker

Liz Bomasuit




