
PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL

“Grant, I pray thee, that I may ever remember the promises I made on the day of my confirmation. 

Let the truths of the Holy Scriptures with the message of forgiveness and peace be my guide

throughout all the days of my life.” – Lutheran Book of Prayer.

During my childhood, the Laustsen family would gather together at least

three times a year: on Christmas Eve at the New Market Grange Hall, at

Aunt Alice and Uncle Norman’s cottage on Culver Lake for our annual

picnic, and for a Confirmation at one of the churches where our families

worshiped.  Our family had been Lutherans for generations, going back

to churches that were established in Denmark during the Reformation;

and because I have so many cousins, every year at least one of us was

being confirmed.  My turn came on June 6, 1971, when we gathered in our hot sanctuary where

I joined with my classmates in affirming the faith that my parents did when I was baptized and

joined generations of my family in being confirmed according to our church’s traditions.  I still have

my copy of the Lutheran Book of Prayer that was presented to me by the Lutheran Church Women
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of my home congregation, and there is even a photograph of me with my parents from that day

(which at times I’m courageous enough to share with others!).

Confirmation remains an important part of the ministry of the Lutheran Church, including our

congregation.  The wall of Confirmation Class photos in our education wing is one of the most

popular places in our building, frequently visited by members and visitors; our current confirmands

often look for family members, knowing that one day their photos will join this collection.  Our

Confirmation Classes are an important part of our learning ministry in which we teach our young

people what it means to be a Christian and what we believe and teach as Lutherans.  Confirmation

Sunday is always a highlight of springtime at Zion, often celebrated on the Day of Pentecost as we

pray that those being confirmed will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit: “the spirit of wisdom and

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the

spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.” (ELW Affirmation of Baptism).

Unfortunately, this year’s celebration of Confirmation Sunday is another casualty of the COVID-19

pandemic.  Our worship celebration that had been scheduled for Pentecost Sunday, May 31 has

been cancelled, and our classes were suspended in mid-March as all public gatherings ended

throughout Ontario.  We have rescheduled Confirmation Sunday for Reformation Sunday, October

25, when hopefully we will be able to gather together in some fashion to give thanks to God for the

gift of baptism and for the lives of the confirmands who will share in this occasion that lives on in

our memories.

While we are saddened by the cancellation of our Confirmation celebration, we are reminded that

our affirmation of baptism calls us to live as God’s people not only when we are together in worship

but especially when we are sent out into the world.  Confirmands (and all who are making an

affirmation of their baptismal promises) are charged to “live among God’s faithful people, to hear

the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper,” and also to “proclaim the good news of God in

Jesus Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive

for justice and peace in all the earth.”  Even though our buildings may be closed during this

pandemic, the mission and ministry of the church continues wherever God’s people reach out to

others with the love of God that is ours in Jesus Christ our Lord.  As at the end of worship we are

dismissed to “go in peace, serve the Lord,” during this period of extended absence we are called

to be the Church that is present whenever we share the gifts of the Spirit that are “love, joy, peace,

patience kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23).  As we

are called into the Body of Christ in baptism, in Confirmation we are empowered by the Holy Spirit

so that every day we might “proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into

his marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9).
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“In the Gospel accounts Jesus promises that he will never leave us orphaned.  He will never

let go of our hands!  But those same accounts also call us to reach out and grasp the hands

of others.  Indeed, this is one of the primary themes of the Gospel narrative.  Over and over

again we encounter a kingdom wherein people, who are in the darkness of separateness

and aloneness, are called out of isolation and into the light of the new community.” –

Bishop Michael Pryse.

While our celebration of Confirmation will not happen as we had planned, the ministry of those

who have been baptized in Christ Jesus and blessed by the gift of the Holy Spirit continues, because

the Church is present wherever and whenever God’s people share the love of Jesus with others,

the blessed assurance that nothing can separate us from the love of God that we affirm is with us

always in our Lord Jesus Christ.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Jeff Laustsen

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR TREASURER

As I look back, I’m reminded that this is my third Message to the members of

Zion Church, since the Coronavirus COVID-19 Pandemic became a part of our

lives.  No words can really describe what each of us has been going through these

past few weeks, but I want to share a comment made by one of my fellow

Kiwanians that I feel is most profound and something that each of us should

focus our thoughts on during these uncharted days.  Her concluding comment

in a lengthy email to her committee members read as follows:  “I hope each one

of you is making the most of the ‘gift of time’ that we have been given through

this Pandemic.”  It is my hope that we are to the best of our abilities striving to make the most of

this “gift of time.”  May this “gift of time” be used wisely by each of us in the meantime as we

continue to move forward on this journey, which if we are being totally honest, hope it would come

to an end sooner versus later, but as a wise person shared with me recently in regards to this

comment, all we can do is pray for guidance and leave it in God’s hands.

Taking a comment from my first Message which read: As I sit at my desk to write this letter and

based on one of my responsibilities as your Treasurer, namely, to keep you informed on the

financial health of your church, I will now share with each of you an up-date as to what has been

happening financially during the latter part of April and the first two weeks of May.  When I look

at our current financial situation, which is far from perfect, I can truly say, however, that I am

inspired by our members’ generosity in responding to the various options that were shared with

each of you in continuing to support our Church in these challenging times.  We have been able to

keep our deficit nearly at the same level as when the Pandemic started in March while at the same

time the expenses still continue as before.  This is remarkable and I cannot thank our members

enough that have responded to-date for your financial support.   Thank you, thank you, thank you!

For those members who have not responded financially to-date, for whatever reason, we ask that

you prayerfully consider making a donation via any of the options suggested, as we continue to

move forward in this journey.  Your financial support is needed also.

As I mentioned in my last message, it is still unknown how long this period of closure will last, and

we ask for your on-going financial support.

 

I close by sharing the Doxology that we quite often sing when the weekly offering is brought

forward to be blessed.  I feel it says it best.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost

Gerald Cook, Treasurer

On behalf of the Finance Committee and Congregational Council

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MAY CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

MEETING “VIA ZOOM”

The May 20, 2020 Congregational Council Meeting was held via Zoom

conference.

While we are waiting to be able to open our building for worship and

resume activities, many conversations are taking place via Zoom. 

Congregational Council continues to meet once a month, Pastor Jeff

participates in monthly meetings with Bishop Pryse and other clergy and the Nith Valley Ministry

Area is hosting a Zoom meeting on May 28th for clergy and church congregational leaders.  As well

as discussions and sharing of ideas on how to enhance virtual worship, discussions are beginning

to focus on what will be required in order to keep everyone safe when we are once again able to

open church buildings.



The June picnic and worship service in the park will be deferred to June 2021. 

Confirmation has been rescheduled for Sunday, October 25 (Reformation Sunday).

We have applied for the 10% Temporary Wage Subsidy and the 75% Canada Emergency Wage

Subsidy.  

Donations can now be completed via our Church website in addition to the PAR program, mailing

cheques or dropping off donations either at the Church office weekday mornings or in the locked

mailbox at your convenience.

ZION TABLE FOR SENIORS

It is with great sadness that we, once again, have to announce that the Zion

Table For Seniors dinner and program for June has been cancelled.

Hopefully, the COVID-19 situation has improved for September.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

The Sunday School program for the month of June has been cancelled.  On behalf

of Paula and her teachers, please have a safe and happy summer!  Hopefully, we will

be able to resume in September.

In the meantime, please enjoy the exercises we have included in this Newsletter.

Paula McNaughton, Sunday School Coordinator

 

FRIENDSHIP MEAL MINISTRY

Please note: The Friendship Meal, at Zion, remains cancelled until further

notice.

Hopefully, we will be allowed to resume in September. 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

The Picnic in the Park scheduled for Sunday, June 14th has been cancelled due to

the COVID-19 situation.

JUNE VOLUNTEERS

As there is still uncertainty as to when Sunday service will commence, we are not

including the schedule of Volunteers for the month of June.  If we receive

permission to commence Sunday worship we will contact the scheduled

volunteers.
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Please enjoy this poem!  Although it was not written with the COVID-19 Pandemic in

mind, it does reflect the current situation of the world.

We’ll Get Through This

Lord, our troubles

Are so great,

We don’t know what to do;

The price for our

Iniquity

Is finally coming due.

The world is crumbling

All about;

No safe place can be found.

Right is wrong,

Wrong is right;

The change is quite profound.

Lord, we need

Your guiding light

To lead us out of here;

We’ll focus on

Your Word, and prayer,

To take away our fear.

Temptations of

This dying world

We’ll rule out and let go;

Give our burdens

All to you,

Shed all worldly woe.

That’s how we’ll

Get through this, Lord,

Fixed on heaven above,

Assured of your 

protection, help,

And everlasting love.

By Joanna Fuchs




