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PENTECOST 3 June 21, 2020

Again, a different form of the bulletin to keep you in touch.  Here is your bulletin for today as we celebrate
the Third Sunday after Pentecost.

Prayer of the Day:

Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to fight
and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward,
except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.  Amen.

A Reading from the Book of Genesis
  
The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned.  But
Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac.  So
she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman shall not
inherit along with my son Isaac.”  The matter was very distressing to Abraham on account of his son.  But
God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the boy and because of your slave woman;
whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you. 
As for the son of the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring.”  So
Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on
her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away.  And she departed, and wandered about in the
wilderness of Beer-sheba.  When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. 
They she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot; for she said,
“Do not let me look on the death of the child.”  And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and
wept.  And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and said to
her, “What troubles you, Hagar?  Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. 
Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great nation of him.”  Then God
opened her eyes and she saw a well of water.  She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy
a drink.  God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an expert with the
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bow.  He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt.

Genesis 21:8-21

Psalm

Bow down your ear, O Lord, and answer me, for I am poor and in misery.  Keep watch over my life, for I am
faithful; save your servant who puts his trust in you.  Be merciful to me, O Lord, for you are my God; I call
upon you all the day long.  Gladden the soul of your servant, for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.  For you,
O Lord, are good and forgiving, and great is your love toward all who call upon you.  Give ear, O Lord, to
my prayer, and attend to the voice of my supplications.  In the time of my trouble I will call upon you, for
you will answer me.  Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord, nor anything like your works.  All
nations you have made will come and worship you, O Lord, and glorify your name.  For you are great; you
do wondrous things; and you alone are God.  Turn to me and have mercy upon me; give your strength to
your servant; and save the child of your handmaid.  Show me a sign of your favour, so that those who hate
me may see it and be ashamed; because you, O Lord, have helped me and comforted me.

Psalm 86: 1-10, 16-17

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound?  By no means!  How can we who died to sin go
on living in it?  Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into
his death?  Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  For if we have been
united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.  We know
that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer
be enslaved to sin.  For whoever has died is freed from sin.  But if we have died with Christ, we believe that
we will also live with him.  We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no
longer has dominion over him.  The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives
to God.  So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Romans 6:1b-11

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew

Jesus said, “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is enough for the disciple
to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master.  If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul,
how much more will they malign those of his household!  So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered
up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known.  What I say to you in the
dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops.  Do not fear those who
kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.  Are not
two sparrows sold for a penny?  Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father.  And
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even the hairs of your head are all counted.  So do not be afraid; for you are of more value than many
sparrows.  Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my
Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven.  Do
not think that I have come to bring peace on earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.  For I have
come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her
mother-in-law; and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.  Whoever loves father or mother
more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me;
and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me.  Those who find their life will
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”

Matthew 10:24-39

Sermon:

Click on the little box below to view Pastor Jeff’s sermon (or you can find it on the website under the
separate heading “Sermons”)

 My Movie June 19.mp4

Anthem: “The Irish Blessing”

(Click on the link below for the musical version)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TascsWZPj8U
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DsZINRFvKc6BsoQ-3WcIKjWREWlZ5Tdv/view?usp=drive_web
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DsZINRFvKc6BsoQ-3WcIKjWREWlZ5Tdv/view?usp=drive_web
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ECY2IIeRg8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqUZEmgBco4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NmxEgVUOsJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAa3NC1Fuc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TascsWZPj8U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UYrfcNG2vsM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jWN9r6U8pE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6sPwEmTLKo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lCpxgEHqjFA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hYwYMngq4II
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sere2ypVnxA
https://youtu.be/Y5S_-zhHfDA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggp_jJ6tLtg&list=RDggp_jJ6tLtg&index=1


HELP WANTED
A Sunday School teacher is required starting in

September for our younger children.
The class will consist of children from 3 years

old, JK, SK, Grades 1 and 2.
If you are interested or would like more

information,
please contact Paula McNaughton

at 519-273-2174.

Thank you!

“R & R SUNDAY - RESURRECTION & REUNION”

As a result of Sunday Worship being cancelled until further notice and us not being able to celebrate the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday, Pastor Jeff is planning a grand celebration to
commemorate Easter Sunday and the reunion of the congregation.  This grand celebration will take
place the 1st Sunday we are allowed to open for worship and will include decorations, flowers and
coffee hour.

If you wish to donate so the Women of Faith group can purchase flowers and decorate the church for
this celebration, please write “R & R Sunday” and your name on a separate envelope.  You may either
bring your envelope to the Church office any weekday between 8 AM and 1:30 PM or place it in the
mailbox.

Thank you!!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE ROTARY COVID MASK PROJECT:

Our community needs access to quality reusable face masks as we continue to practice physical
distancing through this pandemic.  From the comfort of your own home the Rotary Club of Stratford is
having volunteer sewers make quality face masks which are for sale to the community and local
workplaces.  They have some volunteer sewers, but are looking for more!

If you are interested in sewing Rotary COVID masks, please contact Jane at our office Monday to Friday
between 8:00 am and 1:30 pm or the Rotary Club directly at masks@rotarystratford.com.

Thank you!
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THIS WEEK WE PRAY:

>for our members and friends with special needs: Melvin Leasa, Ralph Herman, Beryl Horst, Margaret
Wolfe, Ingrid Fraser, Rose Marie Schwalm, Nya  Jimenez, Muriel Riehl, Karen Mogk, Ron Frank, Brian
Gropp, Kolby McLeod.

>for fathers and all who provide fatherly love and support.

>for families who are mourning the death of their fathers and who are unable to gather with their
fathers due to social distancing.

>for our churches as we begin to plan for the resumption of in-person worship while staying connected
through online worship and other means of communication.

>for researchers who are seeking treatments and vaccines for the COVID-19 virus.

>for businesses in our community that are beginning to reopen while abiding by social distancing
guidelines.

>for those who have no one to pray for them.
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Below is a poem for all fathers and fathers-to-be.  I hope you enjoy it.

 Our Dad

    God took the strength of a mountain,
    The majesty of a tree,

    The warmth of a summer sun,
    The calm of a quiet sea,

    The generous soul of nature,
    The comforting arm of night,

    The wisdom of the ages,
    The power of the eagle's flight,
    The joy of a morning in spring,
    The faith of a mustard seed,

    The patience of eternity,
    The depth of a family need,

    Then God combined these qualities,
    When there was nothing more to add,

    He knew his masterpiece was complete,
    And so, he called it Dad
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