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PENTECOST 4 June 28, 2020

Again, a different form of the bulletin to keep you in touch.  Here is your bulletin for today as we celebrate
the Fourth Sunday after Pentecost.

Prayer of the Day:

O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape the world. 
Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our
Saviour and Lord.  Amen.

A Reading from the Book of Genesis
  
After these things God tested Abraham.  He said to him, “Abraham!”  And he said, “Here I am.”  He said,
“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as
a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.”  So Abraham rose early in the morning,
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the
burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance that God had shown him.  On the third day
Abraham looked up and saw the place far away.  Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the
donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.”  Abraham
took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. 
So the two of them walked on together.  Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!”  And he said, “Here I
am, my son.”  He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 
Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.”  So the two of them walked
on together.  When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid
the wood in order.  He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.  Then Abraham
reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son.  But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven,
and said, “Abraham, Abraham!”  And he said, “Here I am.”  He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or
do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son,
from me.”  And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns.  Abraham went and
took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.  So Abraham called that place “The
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Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”
Genesis 22:1-14

Psalm

How long, O Lord? will you forget me for ever? how long will you hide your face from me?  How long shall
I have perplexity in my mind, and grief in my heart, day after day? how long shall my enemy triumph over
me?  Look upon me and answer me, O Lord my God; give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death; Lest my
enemy say, “I have prevailed over him,” and my foes rejoice that I have fallen.  But I put my trust in your
mercy; my heart is joyful because of your saving help.  I will sing to the Lord, for he has dealt with me richly;
I will praise the name of the Lord Most High.

Psalm 13

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans

Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions.  No longer present
your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been
brought from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness.  For sin will
have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.  What then?  Should we sin
because we are not under law but under grace?  By no means!  Do you not know that if you present
yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one who you obey, either of sin, which leads
to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?  But thanks be to God that you, having once been
slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted,
and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.  I am speaking in human
terms because of your natural limitations.  For just as you once presented your members as slaves to
impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for
sanctification.  When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.  So what advantage
did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed?  The end of those things is death.  But
now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification.  The
end is eternal life.  For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

Romans 6:12-23

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew

Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent
me.  Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever
welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous;
and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple–truly I tell
you, none of these will lose their reward.”

Matthew 10:40-42
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HELP WANTED
A Sunday School teacher is required starting in September for our younger

children.
The class will consist of children from 3 years old, JK, SK, Grades 1 and 2.

If you are interested or would like more information,
please contact Paula McNaughton

at 519-273-2174.

Thank you!

Sermon:

Click on the little box below to view Pastor Jeff’s sermon (or you can find it on the website under the
separate heading “Sermons”)

https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1ghY1PtO3cnPkmk6R

Anthem: “Lux Aeterna”                 

(Click on the link below for the musical version)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwdeqVmXlHk

“R & R SUNDAY - RESURRECTION & REUNION”

As a result of Sunday Worship being cancelled until further notice and us not being able to celebrate the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday, Pastor Jeff is planning a grand celebration to
commemorate Easter Sunday and the reunion of the congregation.  This grand celebration will take
place the 1st Sunday we are allowed to open for worship and will include decorations, flowers and
coffee hour.
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https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1ghY1PtO3cnPkmk6R
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ECY2IIeRg8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqUZEmgBco4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NmxEgVUOsJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAa3NC1Fuc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TascsWZPj8U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwdeqVmXlHk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UYrfcNG2vsM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jWN9r6U8pE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6sPwEmTLKo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lCpxgEHqjFA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hYwYMngq4II
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sere2ypVnxA
https://youtu.be/Y5S_-zhHfDA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggp_jJ6tLtg&list=RDggp_jJ6tLtg&index=1


If you wish to donate so the Women of Faith group can purchase flowers and decorate the church for
this celebration, please write “R & R Sunday” and your name on a separate envelope.  You may either
bring your envelope to the Church office any weekday between 8 AM and 1:30 PM or place it in the
mailbox.

Thank you!!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE ROTARY COVID MASK PROJECT:

Our community needs access to quality reusable face masks as we continue to practice physical
distancing through this pandemic.  From the comfort of your own home the Rotary Club of Stratford is
having volunteer sewers make quality face masks which are for sale to the community and local
workplaces.  They have some volunteer sewers, but are looking for more!

If you are interested in sewing Rotary COVID masks, please contact Jane at our office Monday to Friday
between 8:00 am and 1:30 pm or the Rotary Club directly at masks@rotarystratford.com.

Thank you!
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THIS WEEK WE PRAY:

>for our members and friends with special needs: Maria Kindler, Melvin Leasa, Ralph Herman, Beryl
Horst, Margaret Wolfe, Ingrid Fraser, Rose Marie Schwalm, Nya  Jimenez, Muriel Riehl, Karen Mogk, Ron
Frank, Brian Gropp, Kolby McLeod.

>for our nation as it celebrates Canada Day while refraining from communal gatherings out of mutual
concern for the health and safety of all persons.

>for medical researchers who are working on treatments and vaccines to address the COVID-19 virus.

>for businesses in our community that are working to reopen safely to provide employment and
economic opportunities for our neighbours.

>for the Eastern Synod Task Force on the Resumption of In-Person Worship as they work on guidelines
that will assist our congregation in safely reopening our buildings for worship.

>for families who are hoping to visit their loved ones in local long-term care facilities and in their
homes.

>for those who have no one to pray for them.

PLEASE NOTE: The office will be CLOSED on Wednesday, July 1st.
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