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PENTECOST 9

August 2, 2020

Again, a different form of the bulletin to keep you in touch. Here is your bulletin for today as we celebrate
the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost.

Prayer of the Day:
Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation with
abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this
food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen.

A Reading from the Book of Genesis
The same night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed
the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything he had.
Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he did not
prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled
with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless
you bless me.” So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then the man said, “You
shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have
prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my
name?” And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to
face, and yet my life is preserved.” The sun rose upon him and he passed PenIel, limping because of his hip.
Genesis 32:22-31
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Psalm
Hear my plea of innocence, O Lord; give heed to my cry; listen to my prayer, which does not come from
lying lips. Let my vindication come forth from your presence; let your eyes be fixed on justice. Weigh my
heart, summon me by night, melt me down; you will find no impurity in me. I give no offence with my
mouth as others do; I have heeded the words of your lips. My footsteps hold fast to the ways of your law;
in your paths my feet shall not stumble. I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; incline your ear to
me and hear my words. Show me your marvellous loving-kindness, O Saviour of those who take refuge at
your right hand from those who rise up against them. But at my vindication I shall see your face; when I
awake, I shall be satisfied, beholding your likeness.
Psalm 17:1-7, 16

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans
I am speaking the truth in Christ–I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit–I have great
sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from
Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them
belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; to them
belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God
blessed forever. Amen.
Romans 9:1-5

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the
crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd;
and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to him and
said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the
villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them
something to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” And he said, “Bring
them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the
two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and
the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of
the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women
and children.
Matthew 14:13-21
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Sermon:
Click on the little box below to view Pastor Jeff’s sermon (or you can find it on the website under the
separate heading “Sermons”)
https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1gkmY3-YKyVbqXXjb

Anthem: “Jesus Strong and Kind”

Virtual Children's Choir - Holy Cross Lutheran Church

(Click on the link below for the musical version)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yvz0TYTclCk
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HELP WANTED
A Sunday School teacher is required starting in September for our younger
children.
The class will consist of children from 3 years old, JK, SK, Grades 1 and 2.
If you are interested or would like more information,
please contact Paula McNaughton
at 519-273-2174.
Thank you!

“R & R SUNDAY - RESURRECTION & REUNION”
As a result of Sunday Worship being cancelled until further notice and us not being able to celebrate the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday, Pastor Jeff is planning a grand celebration to commemorate
Easter Sunday and the reunion of the congregation. This grand celebration will take place the 1st Sunday
we are allowed to open for worship and will include decorations, flowers and coffee hour.
If you wish to donate so the Women of Faith group can purchase flowers and decorate the church for this
celebration, please write “R & R Sunday” and your name on a separate envelope. You may either bring
your envelope to the Church office any weekday between 8 AM and 1:30 PM or place it in the mailbox.
Thank you!!
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE ROTARY COVID MASK PROJECT:
Our community needs access to quality reusable face masks as we continue to practice physical
distancing through this pandemic. From the comfort of your own home the Rotary Club of Stratford is
having volunteer sewers make quality face masks which are for sale to the community and local
workplaces. They have some volunteer sewers, but are looking for more!
If you are interested in sewing Rotary COVID masks, please contact Jane at our office Monday to Friday
between 8:00 am and 1:30 pm or the Rotary Club directly at masks@rotarystratford.com.
Thank you!

THIS WEEK WE PRAY:
>for our members and friends with special needs: Pastor Neil Thomsen, Maria Kindler, Ralph Herman, Beryl
Horst, Margaret Wolfe, Rose Marie Schwalm, Nya Jimenez, Muriel Riehl, Karen Mogk, Ron Frank, Brian
Gropp, Kolby McLeod.
>for the family and friends of Ingrid Fraser who passed away on July 24, 2020.
>for our congregation as we continue to worship at home while preparing for reopening our building for
in-person worship.
>for the congregations of the Stratford and District Council of Churches as they continue to serve our
community in the name of Christ during this pandemic.
>for students, teachers, and school administrators who are preparing to resume learning this fall while
seeking to keep our schools safe.
>for doctors, nurses, and all medical professionals who are caring for persons with COVID-19 while seeking
to keep themselves and their families safe.
>for the residents of 18 Brunswick Street who have lost their homes due to fire, and for those who are
seeking to assist them in this time of crisis.
>for those who have no one to pray for them.
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