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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Rev. Jeffrey Laustsen Pastor
Sister Jean Widmeyer Visitation Minister
Paul Shilton  Minister of Music
Marco Burak Organist
Sandra Mogensen Pianist

PENTECOST 6 July 12, 2020

Again, a different form of the bulletin to keep you in touch.  Here is your bulletin for today as we celebrate
the Sixth Sunday after Pentecost.

Prayer of the Day:

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word.  By your Holy Spirit help
us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus
Christ, our Saviour and Lord.  Amen.

A Reading from the Book of Genesis
  
These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac was forty
years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddanaram, sister of Laban the
Aramean.  Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted his prayer,
and his wife Rebekah conceived.  The children struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is to be this
way, why do I live?”  So she went to inquire of the Lord.  And the Lord said to her, “Two nations are in your
womb, and two peoples born of you shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the elder
shall serve the younger.”  When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb.  The first
came out red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau.  Afterward his brother came out,
with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob.  Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. 
When the boys grew up, Esau was a skilful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man, living
in tents.  Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob.  Once when Jacob was
cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished.  Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some
of that red stuff, for I am famished!”  (Therefore he was called Edom.)  Jacob said, “First sell me your
birthright.”  Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?”  Jacob said, “Swear to me
first.”  So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob.  Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and
he ate and drank, and rose and went his way.  Thus Esau despised his birthright.

Genesis 25:19-34
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Psalm

Your word is a lantern to my feet and a light upon my path.  I have sworn and am determined to keep your
righteous judgements.  I am deeply troubled; preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word.  Accept, O
Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, and teach me your judgements.  My life is always in my hand, yet I do
not forget your law.  The wicked have set a trap for me, but I have not strayed from your commandments. 
Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; truly, they are the joy of my heart.  I have applied my heart to
fulfil your statues for ever and to the end.

Psalm 119:105-112

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit of Life
in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.  For God has done what the law, weakened
by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he
condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.  For those who live according to the flesh set their minds
on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the
Spirit.  To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.  For this
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law–indeed it cannot,
and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.  But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since
the Spirit of God dwells in you.  Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.  But
if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness.  If the
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life
to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Romans 8:1-11

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.  Such great crowds gathered around him
that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many
things in parables, saying: “Listen!  A sower went out to sow.  And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path,
and the birds came and ate them us.  Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil,
and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil.  But when the sun rose, they were scorched;
and since they had no root, they withered away.  Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up
and choked them.  Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty,
some thirty.  Let anyone with ears listen!  Hear then the parable of the sower.  When anyone hears the
word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in
the heart; this is what was sown on the path.  As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for
a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls
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away.  As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world
and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing.  But as for what was sown on good soil, this
is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

Sermon:

Click on the little box below to view Pastor Jeff’s sermon (or you can find it on the website under the
separate heading “Sermons”)

https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1gi1a6GkW_ZSafPeD

Anthem: “Here I Am, Lord”

            
(Click on the link below for the musical version)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_UkTlj2uPl4

PLEASE NOTE THAT PASTOR JEFF IS ON VACATION
THE WEEK OF JULY 13TH .

WE HOPE THAT HE AND SUSAN HAVE A RELAXING
AND SAFE WEEK!!!
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https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1ghY1PtO3cnPkmk6R
https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1gh5hwnukRaPo5a1F
https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1gi1a6GkW_ZSafPeD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ECY2IIeRg8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqUZEmgBco4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NmxEgVUOsJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAa3NC1Fuc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TascsWZPj8U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwdeqVmXlHk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S6OgZCCoXWc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_UkTlj2uPl4


HELP WANTED
A Sunday School teacher is required starting in September for our younger

children.
The class will consist of children from 3 years old, JK, SK, Grades 1 and 2.

If you are interested or would like more information,
please contact Paula McNaughton

at 519-273-2174.

Thank you!

“R & R SUNDAY - RESURRECTION & REUNION”

As a result of Sunday Worship being cancelled until further notice and us not being able to
celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday, Pastor Jeff is planning a grand
celebration to commemorate Easter Sunday and the reunion of the congregation.  This grand
celebration will take place the 1st Sunday we are allowed to open for worship and will include
decorations, flowers and coffee hour.

If you wish to donate so the Women of Faith group can purchase flowers and decorate the
church for this celebration, please write “R & R Sunday” and your name on a separate
envelope.  You may either bring your envelope to the Church office any weekday between 8
AM and 1:30 PM or place it in the mailbox.

Thank you!!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE ROTARY COVID MASK PROJECT:

Our community needs access to quality reusable face masks as we continue to practice physical
distancing through this pandemic.  From the comfort of your own home the Rotary Club of
Stratford is having volunteer sewers make quality face masks which are for sale to the
community and local workplaces.  They have some volunteer sewers, but are looking for
more!

If you are interested in sewing Rotary COVID masks, please contact Jane at our office Monday
to Friday between 8:00 am and 1:30 pm or the Rotary Club directly at
masks@rotarystratford.com.

Thank you!
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UYrfcNG2vsM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jWN9r6U8pE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6sPwEmTLKo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lCpxgEHqjFA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hYwYMngq4II
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sere2ypVnxA
https://youtu.be/Y5S_-zhHfDA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggp_jJ6tLtg&list=RDggp_jJ6tLtg&index=1
mailto:masks@rotarystratford.com.


THIS WEEK WE PRAY:

>for our members and friends with special needs: Pastor Neil Thomsen, Maria Kindler, Melvin
Leasa, Ralph Herman, Beryl Horst, Margaret Wolfe, Ingrid Fraser, Rose Marie Schwalm, Nya 
Jimenez, Muriel Riehl, Karen Mogk, Ron Frank, Brian Gropp, Kolby McLeod.

>for our congregation as we continue to worship and serve our Lord while remaining physically
separated.

>for the leaders of the churches of our community as they continue to serve their congregation
while preparing for the resumption of in-person worship.

>for the businesses in our community that are working on providing goods and services while
observing appropriate guidelines.

>for doctors, nurses, lab technicians, emergency response personnel, and all who serve the
medical needs of our community during the pandemic.

>for teachers and school officials who are working on preparation for the resumption of
education in the fall.

>for those who have no one to pray for them.
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