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PENTECOST 7 July 19, 2020

Again, a different form of the bulletin to keep you in touch.  Here is your bulletin for today as we celebrate
the Seventh Sunday after Pentecost.

Prayer of the Day:

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion.  By
your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.  Amen.

A Reading from the Book of Genesis
  
Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and stayed there for the night,
because the sun had set.  Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in
that place.  And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven;
and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.  And the Lord stood beside him and said, “I am
the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you
and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to
the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed
in you and in your offspring.  Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring
you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”  Then Jacob woke
from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place–and I did not know it!”  And he was afraid, and said,
“How awesome is this place!  This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”  So
Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a
pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  He called that place Bethel.

Genesis 28:10-19a
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Psalm

Lord, you have searched me out and known me; you know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern
my thoughts from afar.  You trace my journeys and my resting-places and are acquainted with all my ways. 
Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, but you, O Lord, know it altogether.  You press upon me behind and
before and lay your hand upon me.  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot
attain to it.  Where can I go then from your Spirit?  where can I flee from your presence?  If I climb up to
heaven, you are there; if I make the grave my bed, you are there also.  If I take the wings of the morning
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, Even there your hand will lead me and your right hand hold me
fast.  If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night,” Darkness is not dark
to you; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to you are both alike.  Search me out, O God, and
know my heart; try me and know my restless thoughts.  Look well whether there be any wickedness in me
and lead me in the way that is everlasting.

Psalm 139:1-11, 22-23

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh–for if you live
according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.  For you did not receive a spirit to slavery to fall
back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption.  When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ–if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.  I consider that
the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us.  For
the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the creation was
subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation
itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of
God.  We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; and not only the
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption,
the redemption of our bodies.  For in hope we were saved.  Now hope that is seen is not hope.  For who
hopes for what is seen?  But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

Romans 8:12-25

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew

Jesus put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed
good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the
wheat, and then went away.  So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 
And the slaves of the house-holder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? 
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Where, then, did those weeds come from?’  He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’  The slaves said to him,
‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’  But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would
uproot the wheat along with them.  Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time
I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat
into my barn.’” Then Jesus left the crowds and went into the house.  And his disciples approached him,
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.”  He answered, “The one who sows the good
seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds
are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the
age, and the reapers are angels.  Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the
end of the age.  The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of
sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.  Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.  Let anyone
with ears listen!”

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Sermon:

Click on the little box below to view Pastor Jeff’s sermon (or you can find it on the website under the
separate heading “Sermons”)

THERE IS NO SERMON FOR THE BULLETIN AS PASTOR JEFF IS ON HOLIDAYS TODAY, FRIDAY, JULY 17

Anthem: “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”

            
(Click on the link below for the musical version)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bs7C5U24E9Y
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https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1ghY1PtO3cnPkmk6R
https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1gh5hwnukRaPo5a1F
https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1gi1a6GkW_ZSafPeD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ECY2IIeRg8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqUZEmgBco4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NmxEgVUOsJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAa3NC1Fuc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TascsWZPj8U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwdeqVmXlHk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S6OgZCCoXWc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_UkTlj2uPl4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bs7C5U24E9Y


HELP WANTED
A Sunday School teacher is required starting in September for our younger

children.
The class will consist of children from 3 years old, JK, SK, Grades 1 and 2.

If you are interested or would like more information,
please contact Paula McNaughton

at 519-273-2174.

Thank you!

“R & R SUNDAY - RESURRECTION & REUNION”

As a result of Sunday Worship being cancelled until further notice and us not being able to
celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday, Pastor Jeff is planning a grand
celebration to commemorate Easter Sunday and the reunion of the congregation.  This grand
celebration will take place the 1st Sunday we are allowed to open for worship and will include
decorations, flowers and coffee hour.

If you wish to donate so the Women of Faith group can purchase flowers and decorate the
church for this celebration, please write “R & R Sunday” and your name on a separate
envelope.  You may either bring your envelope to the Church office any weekday between 8
AM and 1:30 PM or place it in the mailbox.

Thank you!!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE ROTARY COVID MASK PROJECT:

Our community needs access to quality reusable face masks as we continue to practice physical
distancing through this pandemic.  From the comfort of your own home the Rotary Club of
Stratford is having volunteer sewers make quality face masks which are for sale to the
community and local workplaces.  They have some volunteer sewers, but are looking for
more!

If you are interested in sewing Rotary COVID masks, please contact Jane at our office Monday
to Friday between 8:00 am and 1:30 pm or the Rotary Club directly at
masks@rotarystratford.com.

Thank you!
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UYrfcNG2vsM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jWN9r6U8pE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6sPwEmTLKo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lCpxgEHqjFA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hYwYMngq4II
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sere2ypVnxA
https://youtu.be/Y5S_-zhHfDA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggp_jJ6tLtg&list=RDggp_jJ6tLtg&index=1
mailto:masks@rotarystratford.com.


THIS WEEK WE PRAY:

>for our members and friends with special needs: Pastor Neil Thomsen, Maria Kindler, Ralph
Herman, Beryl Horst, Margaret Wolfe, Ingrid Fraser, Rose Marie Schwalm, Nya  Jimenez, Muriel
Riehl, Karen Mogk, Ron Frank, Brian Gropp, Kolby McLeod.

>for the family and friends of Melvin Leasa.

>for those who have no one to pray for them.
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