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PENTECOST 8 July 26, 2020

Again, a different form of the bulletin to keep you in touch.  Here is your bulletin for today as we celebrate
the Eighth Sunday after Pentecost.

Prayer of the Day:

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into
your kingdom of justice and mercy.  By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure
the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.  Amen.

A Reading from the Book of Genesis
  
Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing?  Tell me,
what shall your wages be?”  Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name
of the younger was Rachel.  Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful.  Jacob loved
Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven yours for your younger daughter Rachel.”  Laban said, “It is better
that I give her to you than I should give her to any other man; stay with me.”  So Jacob served seven years
for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her.  Then Jacob said to
Laban, “Give me my wife and I may go in to her, for my time is completed.”  So Laban gathered together
all the people of the place, and made a feast.  But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought
her to Jacob; and he went in to her.  (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) 
When morning came, it was Leah!  And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me?  Did I not
serve with you for Rachel?  Why then have you deceived me?”  Laban said, “This is not done in our
country–giving the younger before the firstborn.  Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the
other also in return for serving me another seven years.”  Jacob did so, and completed her week; then
Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.

Genesis 29:15-28
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Psalm

Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name; make known his deeds among the peoples.  Sing to him,
sing praises to him, and speak of all his marvellous works.  Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those
who seek the Lord rejoice.  Search for the Lord and his strength; continually seek his face.  Remember the
marvels he has done, his wonders and the judgements of his mouth, O offspring of Abraham his servant,
O children of Jacob his chosen.  He is the Lord our God; his judgements prevail in all the world.  He has
always been mindful of his covenant, the promise he made for a thousand generations: The covenant he
made with Abraham, the oath that he swore to Isaac, Which he established as a statute for Jacob, an
everlasting covenant for Israel, Saying, “To you will I give the land of Canaan to be your allotted
inheritance.”  Hallelujah!

Psalm 105:1-11, 45c

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very
Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.  And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind
of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  We know that all
things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.  For those
whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might
be the firstborn within a large family.  And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he
called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.  What then are we to say about these
things?  If God is for us, who is against us?  He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all
of us, will he not with him also give us everything else?  Who will bring any charge against God’s elect?  It
is God who justifies.  Who is to condemn?  It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the
right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.  Who will separate us from the love of Christ?  Will
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  As it is written, “For your
sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”  No, in all these things
we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8:26-39 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew

Jesus put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took
and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs
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HELP WANTED
A Sunday School teacher is required starting in September for our younger

children.
The class will consist of children from 3 years old, JK, SK, Grades 1 and 2.

If you are interested or would like more information,
please contact Paula McNaughton

at 519-273-2174.

Thank you!

and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”  He told them
another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures
of flour until all of it was leavened.  The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone
found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all
that he had and bought it.  Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but
threw out the bad.  So it will be at the end of the age.  The angels will come out and separate the evil from
the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
Have you understood all this?”  They answered, “Yes.”  And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who
has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure
what is new and what is old.”

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Sermon:

Click on the little box below to view Pastor Jeff’s sermon (or you can find it on the website under the
separate heading “Sermons”)

https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1gkLw-DGZsOmE1BTo

Anthem: “Sing Gently”

            
(Click on the link below for the musical version)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=InULYfJHKI0
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https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1gkLw-DGZsOmE1BTo
https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1ghY1PtO3cnPkmk6R
https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1gh5hwnukRaPo5a1F
https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1gi1a6GkW_ZSafPeD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ECY2IIeRg8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqUZEmgBco4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NmxEgVUOsJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAa3NC1Fuc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TascsWZPj8U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwdeqVmXlHk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S6OgZCCoXWc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_UkTlj2uPl4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bs7C5U24E9Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=InULYfJHKI0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UYrfcNG2vsM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jWN9r6U8pE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6sPwEmTLKo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lCpxgEHqjFA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hYwYMngq4II
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sere2ypVnxA
https://youtu.be/Y5S_-zhHfDA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggp_jJ6tLtg&list=RDggp_jJ6tLtg&index=1


“R & R SUNDAY - RESURRECTION & REUNION”

As a result of Sunday Worship being cancelled until further notice and us not being able to celebrate the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday, Pastor Jeff is planning a grand celebration to commemorate
Easter Sunday and the reunion of the congregation.  This grand celebration will take place the 1st Sunday
we are allowed to open for worship and will include decorations, flowers and coffee hour.

If you wish to donate so the Women of Faith group can purchase flowers and decorate the church for this
celebration, please write “R & R Sunday” and your name on a separate envelope.  You may either bring
your envelope to the Church office any weekday between 8 AM and 1:30 PM or place it in the mailbox.

Thank you!!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE ROTARY COVID MASK PROJECT:

Our community needs access to quality reusable face masks as we continue to practice physical
distancing through this pandemic.  From the comfort of your own home the Rotary Club of Stratford is
having volunteer sewers make quality face masks which are for sale to the community and local
workplaces.  They have some volunteer sewers, but are looking for more!

If you are interested in sewing Rotary COVID masks, please contact Jane at our office Monday to Friday
between 8:00 am and 1:30 pm or the Rotary Club directly at masks@rotarystratford.com.

Thank you!
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THIS WEEK WE PRAY:

>for our members and friends with special needs: Pastor Neil Thomsen, Maria Kindler, Ralph Herman, Beryl
Horst, Margaret Wolfe, Ingrid Fraser, Rose Marie Schwalm, Nya  Jimenez, Muriel Riehl, Karen Mogk, Ron
Frank, Brian Gropp, Kolby McLeod.

>for our congregation as we seek to worship and serve in Christ’s name while practicing an abundance of
caution with one another.

>for our sisters and brothers in Christ in the Nith Valley Ministry Area as we share in worship and explore
shared ministry opportunities.

>for businesses in our community that are reopening while following social distancing and safety guidelines.

>for schools that are making plans to resume education in September while keeping students, teachers, and
staff safe.

>for persons who are seeking gainful employment during the pandemic.

>for those who have no one to pray for them.
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