
Enjoy doing the following activity with your children using Play Dough.

I AM THE VINE;   YOU ARE THE BRANCHES

Play dough brings life to the vine and branches parable and gives kids a
great opportunity to see what the metaphor means about spiritual
growth. Kids will get a renewed understanding of the importance of
patience as you discuss how spiritual growth is like plant life—you
can’t see it happening!

MATERIALS: 
• Play dough colors in black or brown, plus green, pink, and blue 

• Yellow construction paper 

• Play-Doh leaf mold (or scissors and a toothpick) 

PREPARATION:
Vine and branches:
1. Place some yellow construction paper flat on the table. 

2. Roll black or brown play dough into long strips for vines. 

3. Shape the strips to look like vines and branches, leaving one branch separate. 

4. Make the green leaves by pressing the green dough into a Play-Doh leaf mold. You can also do this by rolling green play dough
flat, cutting out leaves, and using a toothpick to draw veins on the leaves. 

5. Arrange leaves around the vine. 

6. Make little balls out of pink and blue play dough for berries. Place the pink berries on the big vine and blue on the little vine. 

SCRIPTURE READING: JOHN 15:1-5 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that
does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.
Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit
unless you remain in me. 
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do
nothing.” 

LESSON: 
Today we’ll be talking about spiritual growth. You grow spiritually the same way you grow physically. Spiritual growth happens
slowly, often so slowly that we can’t feel ourselves growing. 
How many of you have ever had your height measured? How many of you have marks on a wall in your house, where your mom
or dad marks off in pencil how much you’ve grown each year? 
Can you feel yourself growing taller? 
Spiritual growth is like that also. But God has the means of helping us understand how important it is to grow spiritually, and we’ll
look at one of them today. 
Point to the play-dough display of the vines and the branches. Point to the vine. 
Jesus said, “I am the vine…” 
Point to the branches. “…You are the branches.” 
What happens to a branch of a tree or a vine if it stays attached to the tree or vine? The vine feeds it. It keeps growing and
producing. 
A vine can send all sorts of nutrients to the branches. It not only keeps a branch alive, but it enables it to bear fruit. 
Point to the vine that has become disconnected. What happens to a branch if it gets disconnected from the vine? It dies. 
It slowly turns brown. It stops bearing any fruit. When your mom or dad weed the garden, and they see a stalk or the branch of
a bush that has turned brown, what do they do? Throw it away. 
Roll that vine into a ball and put it aside. 
It isn’t good for anything anymore. They want to make room for new branches to grow and bear more fruit. 
There is a gardening technique called “pruning.” Gardeners will “cut back” a plant that is green and doing well, just so it will
grow bigger and have more blooms. 
And sometimes, God “prunes” our lives! Even if we are doing well at something, God will take it away if he knows we will be
happier doing something else. 
One writer wrote in his blog recently how, when he was 27, he had to make a choice between becoming a writer or a singer.
He didn’t know which choice to make. Suddenly, he got a bad case of laryngitis that took a couple of years to clear up. By that
point, he was very involved as a writer. God “pruned” the piece he didn’t need so that he could write better. 
Have you ever had God take something from you so that you would move on to something bigger? Did you ever have to move
to a new city? Did you have to give up a sport or music lessons that you weren’t sure you wanted to give up? Allow them to
answer if they have examples. 
Take off a piece of the branch that is bearing fruit, roll it into a ball and put it aside.
Those are times when God wants you to grow something new, something bigger and more important to the whole, big picture
of your life. 
Attach a bigger branch bearing more fruit to the vine. 
Jesus says, if you get detached from him, you cannot grow spiritually. But if you stay attached, you will bear much fruit. 
We’re going to make our own vines and branches now. As we do, let’s remember that the fruit are symbols. They represent
good character traits and good things we can do in our lives. 


