
PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL

“A second time [Jesus] said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love

me?’  He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know I love you.’  Jesus said

to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’” – John 21:16.

The summer of 1980 found me in Worcester, Massachusetts, where

I was fulfilling my Clinical Pastoral Education requirement at a

downtown hospital.  For most of that summer, I lived in a former nurses’ residence that was

literally being torn down around me; but for two weeks, I got a job house sitting in a very nice

home in the suburbs while also caring for the family’s large and friendly Black Lab.  This home

was a vast improvement over my room in that condemned building, but throughout these two

weeks I was always aware that a great trust had been placed into my hands, and I was

responsible for caring for this home that did not belong to me.  My task was to make certain
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that the house was safe and well-maintained and that Bo was fed and walked regularly.  I

enjoyed the privilege of staying in a nice residence, but I was always conscious of my place in

this house that was in my care but was not mine.

I’ve often thought about that summer in Massachusetts whenever I think about my role in the

Church as a pastor, in which I have been entrusted with caring for the household of God in the

congregations I have been called to serve.  When a pastor is installed at the beginning of their

ministry in a new congregation, they are charged to “commit yourself to this new trust and

responsibility, in the confidence that it comes from God through the call of the church” (ELW

Installation of a Pastor).  As the office of Word and Sacrament is entrusted to a pastor at

ordination, the trust given when a pastor is called to a congregation is a reminder that each of

us is a servant in the Church which is God’s house, the assembly of God’s people.  As the family

in Massachusetts entrusted their house to me forty years ago, the household of faith has been

entrusted to those called to serve as pastors as well as to all who have been called to leadership

within the congregation, “so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this congregation, in the

wider, church, in this community, and in the whole world.” (ELW Installation of Leaders in the

Congregation).

For most of my ordained ministry, being a faithful servant in God’s household has centered on

such pastoral tasks as preaching, leading worship, teaching, visitation, administration, and

gathering with people in the church and community.  But during these past three months, being

a faithful steward of God’s holy people has involved a temporary cessation of most of these

activities.  We have been apart for worship, unable to meet in small groups or in classes, turning

to online worship and Zoom meetings, staying connected via phone calls, and looking for ways

to maintain the “ties that bind our hearts in Christian love” while staying physically separated

to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus.  In his recent letter to congregations of the Eastern

Synod, Bishop Michael Pryse remarked that “for almost three months now we have been

physically distant from one another for the love of our neighbour.”  As Jesus entrusted Simon

Peter with the responsibility to “tend my sheep,” to love the people of God as Jesus had loved

them, our responsibility as stewards of the Church of Jesus Christ is to care for one another as

Christ would care for us, which in this era has meant staying socially distant but spiritually united

as sisters and brothers in Christ.

The responsibility of being faithful stewards of the household of faith that our Lord has

entrusted to us will guide us in these coming weeks as we move into another new and unknown

phase of this pandemic.  We are currently engaged in discussions throughout the Church as to

how we might safely re-open our buildings for worship.  It is an extremely complicated process
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since worship gatherings are among the most high-risk activities for contracting the virus.  We

will be working diligently with our synod, with the provincial government, and with Huron Perth

Public Health in making certain that we are well-prepared for the day when we can gather again. 

While all of us have a great desire to see each other as soon as possible, our responsibility as

stewards of the Church called to love and care for one another means that we have to be very

careful and deliberate in every decision we make so that every person who is a beloved child

of God is kept healthy and safe.  

Bishop Paul Egensteiner of the Metropolitan New York Synod (where I served for many years

before becoming pastor here at Zion) shared these words with the people whom Christ has

entrusted into his care:

1. “I don’t know what the future will hold.  But I know this: We will get through this.  We

will get through this together.  We will look different.  But we will still be Church.  And

God will be with us.  And we’ve got work to do.  Because God is good, and God has

given us all that we need, I have confidence that, at the very least, we’ll be alright.” 

My two weeks in Massachusetts was my only experience as a house sitter; but as a pastor, I am

still “house sitting” in the trust that has been placed upon my shoulders to care for the people

of God within the household into which God has called us, a trust I share with all of the leaders

here at Zion.  As we give thanks for the love of Christ that has bound us together with cords that

cannot be broken, may we pray that God will give us the wisdom, the guidance, and the

patience so that every step we take in these uncertain times may be done out of love for one

another and in faithfulness to Christ’s call to tend his sheep; for “it is he that has made us, and

we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.” (Psalm 100:3).

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Jeff Laustsen

PASTORAL LETTER ON THE PATH TO 

REOPENING OUR BUILDING FOR WORSHIP

Dear Friends in Christ,

In the First Letter of Peter, the Apostle addresses his recipients as “the exiles of the Dispersion

in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who have been chosen and destined by God

the Father and sanctified by the Spirit to be obedient to Jesus Christ and to be sprinkled with his

blood” (1 Peter 1:1-2).  Centuries later, the church once again finds itself as “exiles of the

Dispersion” as for these past three months we have been scattered and separated due to the

COVID-19 pandemic.  During this time that was unimaginable at the beginning of the year, we

have strived to stay connected with one another through worship materials and announcements

on our website, monthly mailings of our newsletter, phone calls to one another, and prayers for

the health and safety of each child of God in our congregation.  As we have been physically

divided, we continue to give thanks for the “ties that bind our hearts in Christian love” as sisters

and brothers in Christ.

As our region entered the province of Ontario’s Phase 2 of reopening, it was announced on

Monday, June 8 that churches could reopen their buildings for worship at 30% of seating

capacity.  Unfortunately, this announcement was not accompanied with guidelines that would

have provided direction for churches to reopen safely to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. 

There was a great deal of uncertainty and anxiety as to how we might prepare to reopen our

building while maintaining proper social distancing, contact tracing, and other precautions.  Our

main concern is always the health and safety of every person who might come into the building

where our congregation has gathered for worship for over 110 years.

In a letter to the congregations of the Eastern Synod, Bishop Michael Pryse wrote that “it is my

strong recommendation that our synod’s congregations not contemplate initiating in-person

worship experiences within our church buildings until the beginning of September at the

earliest.”  Bishop Pryse goes on to note that “for almost three months now we have been

physically distancing from one another for the love of our neighbour.  That same motivation

needs to be paramount as we plan for the future.”  As Christ’s great commandment is for us to

“love one another as I have loved you” (John 15:12), we are compelled to place love and concern

for the well-being of one another at the forefront of all decisions and actions we take in this

most critical time in the life of our congregation.  It is out of this loving concern for one another



that our Congregational Council has decided to accept our Bishop’s recommendation that we

continue to worship in our homes and remain separated until September.  While we are aware

that other churches in our community are reopening, we are choosing to practice an abundance

of caution so that we might use the summer months as a time to prepare our building so that

we might safely open and gather together as the people of God.

The Eastern Synod has appointed a Task Force on the Resumption of In-Person Worship that will

develop guidelines for the congregations of our synod to support both their preparations to re-

open for in-person worship to protect the safety and well-being of all those who gather.  The

task force (which includes Pastor Jason Ashby, who served among us as an intern) will provide

a preliminary checklist by July 1, 2020 with a more comprehensive resource available by August

1, 2020.  Our Congregational Council, Worship and Music Committee, and worship leaders will

be using these guidelines and meeting regularly throughout the summer so that we will be well-

prepared to welcome everyone back to worship in as safe a manner as possible.  We will

continue to keep all of you informed on our progress and will announce the date of our first

worship service and the guidelines for that service well in advance.

This has been a most challenging time to be the Church, and certainly one of the most difficult

seasons of my ordained ministry.  I am thankful for the opportunities we have to share worship

materials on our website and for the many ways we seek to stay connected to one another, but

I miss the many opportunities that we once enjoyed to be together for worship, classes, meals,

and other gatherings.  I miss being able to visit our people in their homes, in the hospital, in

long-term care facilities, and all the other places where we met.  I miss presiding at weddings

in our building and gathering to comfort and support families who have lost loved ones.  I long

for the day when we are together, but at the same time I want to be careful and deliberate in

every step we take for the sake of the health and safety of every beloved child of God in our

congregation and community.

May we keep each other in our prayers as we begin this careful, deliberate process of

preparation for the time when we may once again “gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing”!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Jeff Laustsen

A NOTE FROM YOUR TREASURER

As I write my fourth Message and the last one until the fall, since, we may not have a

Newsletter after this one until we return in September, I will once again share with each of

you an up-date as to what has been happening financially during the latter part of May and

the first two weeks of June.  I continue to be inspired by the generosity of our members

through their financial support of our Church.  Even though we have not had weekly church

services for the past fourteen weeks, we have been able to maintain our Current Fund deficit

at the same level approximately as last year at this time.  As I mentioned last month, this is

remarkable and I cannot thank our members enough who have responded to-date for your

financial support.  THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

As a necessary step, due to the challenges presented by the Coronavirus COVID-19 Pandemic

coupled with our ongoing challenges within our Current Fund, specifically the ongoing

deficit, a meeting was requested and held recently with a number of our Synod staff along

with our Congregational Council and Finance Committee.  A portion of the meeting

pertained to a presentation called "Generous Giving" which was given by Rev. Christie

Morrow-Wolfe, Assistant to the Bishop.  In her presentation, she offered practical tips to

help towards a more healthy financial church.  A number of her suggestions had already

been implemented by us, however, she offered another option for making donations to our

church, namely, E-transfers.  Since this meeting, we have taken steps to set-up this system

with our bank.  What this means; our members now have another option to make their

offerings.  I realize that a number of our members may already be familiar with E-transfers,

but for those members who are not familiar with the system, it is a simple step-by-step

procedure by going on-line to your bank website and setting up Zion Church as another

payment option similar to your phone or hydro bill.  The email address for this payment

option to Zion Church is zionlc@golden.net   Once this is done, by clicking on E-transfers on

your bank's website, it is a simple step-by-step procedure to make a donation/offering to

our Church. Once completed, the amount of the donation is deducted automatically from

your bank account and immediately credited to the church bank account.  At the same time,

we are notified of the donation via email, in order to process entries at our end accordingly. 

Members also have the ability to breakdown the donation between the Current Fund and

the Benevolence Fund.  This is done via completing this request through the Message box on

the E-transfer system.  If we do not receive a message, the donation/offering will be credited

to the Current Fund.

In closing, in reference to Pastor Jeff's recent letter which brought everyone up-to-date as to

plans for re-opening our church, in the same letter we were informed that the re-opening



will not take place until September.  Due to this situation, we ask for your on-going financial

support during the months of July and August.  Historically, our revenue is less during the

summer months, so the importance of your continued on-going financial support during this

period is needed and will be very much appreciated.

Have a safe and healthy summer.

Gerald Cook, Treasurer

On behalf of the Congregational Council and Finance Committee

HIGHLIGHTS FROM CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

The June 17, 2020 Congregational Council Meeting was held via Zoom conference.

Quotes are being obtained to replace/or repair fourteen windows on the first floor of the

Educational Wing of the Church.

On June 8th the Provincial Government announced that churches would be allowed to reopen

their buildings for worship at 30% seating capacity but there were very few guidelines from the

Province.  Bishop Pryse provided a letter to all Churches in the Eastern Synod with his

recommendation that congregations not contemplate initiating in-person worship experiences

within our church buildings until the beginning of September at the earliest.  The Officers of the

Eastern Synod have appointed a Task Force on the Resumption of In-Person Worship and they

commit to providing a preparatory checklist by July 1, 2020; with a more comprehensive

resource available by August 1, 2020.

Congregational Council will be meeting in the Church sanctuary on July 8th to begin the process

of assessing what we will need to do in order to open safely and follow all COVID-19 Guidelines.

Donations/offerings can continue to be completed via our Church website in addition to the PAR

program, mailing cheques or dropping off donations either at the Church office weekday

mornings or in the locked mailbox at your convenience.  We are also taking steps to be able to

accept donations/offerings by E-Transfer.

NEW VOLUNTEER NEEDED FOR SUNDAY

SCHOOL 
A Sunday School teacher is required starting in September for

our younger children.  The class will consist of children from 3

year olds, JK, SK, Grades 1 & 2.  If you are interested or would like more information, please

contact Paula McNaughton at 519-273-2174.

KEEPING OUR RECORDS CURRENT

We are asking for your assistance in keeping our records up to date. 

If you have moved, obtained a new phone number or email address,

please contact Jane in the office with your new information so we

can update our records.

Thank you!

Laura Newell & Andrew Luckhardt - August 1

Alexandra Baker & Justin Wilker - August 22



Focus On The Day
Poet: Catherine Pulsifer

When life seems overwhelming

Move beyond that feeling

Don't let your thoughts go array

Just focus on the day.

When tomorow seems unsure

Don't worry, but be reassured

Today you are okay

Just focus on the day.

When your goals seem too high to climb

Remember to take one step at a time

That will move you in the right way

Just focus on today.

Remember no matter the challenges you face

You have a purpose, you have a place

Start your day, take time to pray

Remember,  just focus on today.

FROM ALL OF US

TO

ALL OF YOU ...

HAVE A SAFE AND

HEALTHY SUMMER !! 




