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PENTECOST 13

August 30, 2020

Again, a different form of the bulletin to keep you in touch. Here is your bulletin for today as we celebrate
the Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost.

Prayer of the Day:
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world.
Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your
commands, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen.

A Reading from the Book of Exodus
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the
wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said,
“I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw
that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here
I am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are
standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. Then the Lord said,
“I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their
taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians,
and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the
country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry
of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will
send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I
that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this shall
be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall
worship God on this mountain.” But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The
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God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?”
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent
me to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your
ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is my
name forever, and this is my title for all generations.”
Exodus 3:1-15

Psalm
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name; make known his deeds among the peoples. Sing to him,
sing praises to him, and speak of all his marvellous works. Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those
who seek the Lord rejoice. Search for the Lord and his strength; continually seek his face. Remember the
marvels he has done, his wonders and the judgements of his mouth, O offspring of Abraham his servant,
O children of Jacob his chosen. Israel came into Egypt, and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham.
The Lord made his people exceedingly fruitful; he made them stronger than their enemies; Whose heart
he turned, so that they hated his people, and dealt unjustly with his servants. He sent Moses his servant,
and Aaron whom he had chosen. Hallelujah!
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection;
outdo one another in showing honour. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in
hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality
to strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice,
weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the
lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what
is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved,
never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will
repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something
to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good.
Romans 12:9-21

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be
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raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never
happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me;
for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” Then Jesus told his disciples, “If
any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what
will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their
life? For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay
everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death
before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”
Matthew 16:21-28

Sermon:
Click on the little box below to view Pastor Jeff’s sermon (or you can find it on the website under the
separate heading “Sermons”)
https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1gyCv-Rt1QazaJJmc

Anthem: “Lux Aeterna” by Edward Elgar
(Click on the link below for the musical version)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwdeqVmXlHk

** IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT **
REGARDING THE REOPENING OF OUR BUILDING FOR WORSHIP
Below is a recorded announcement from Pastor Jeff regarding the reopening
of our building for worship on Sunday, September 6, 2020. This recording,
together with an article being published in the September Newsletter, spells
out some of the steps mentioned.
https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1gxRWsxwZaYytbwrg

This video can also be found on our website at www.zionstratford.com.

4

INSTRUMENTALISTS / SOLOISTS NEEDED
As we slowly begin to see a glimmer of hope that this COVID crisis may soon be coming to an
end, it is clear that singing, one of the most basic activities we have used for centuries to
celebrate our faith, may still not be allowed for many months to come. The very early stages of
returning to gathering at Zion will begin in September with appropriate social distancing. Music
will still be a part of this new beginning as we are fortunate to have our regular accompanists,
Sandra Mogensen and Marco Burak and I certainly hope to contribute as often as needed.
In this new Amber phase in September we will be allowed to include solo singers and
instrumentalists in our services. I am putting out the call to anyone who may be willing to
contribute their talents in these areas to bring some joy and healing to our regular 10:00
services. I will also occasionally be bringing in other local musicians who may not be members
of our congregation.
Please leave your contact information with Jane in the church office if you feel that you could participate
in our services in this way. I look forward to hearing from you,
Minister of Music — Paul Shilton

HELP WANTED
A Sunday School teacher is required for our younger children when
Sunday School resumes.
The class will consist of children from 3 years old, JK, SK, Grades 1 and 2.
If you are interested or would like more information,
please contact Paula McNaughton
at 519-273-2174.
Thank you!

VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED FOR THE ROTARY COVID MASK PROJECT:
Our community needs access to quality reusable face masks as we continue to practice physical
distancing through this pandemic. From the comfort of your own home the Rotary Club of Stratford is
having volunteer sewers make quality face masks which are for sale to the community and local
workplaces. They have some volunteer sewers, but are looking for more!
If you are interested in sewing Rotary COVID masks, please contact Jane at our office Monday to Friday
between 8:00 am and 1:30 pm or the Rotary Club directly at masks@rotarystratford.com.
Thank you!
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THIS WEEK WE PRAY:
>for our members and friends with special needs: Katana Krantz, Connor Bennett, Fritz Steigmeier, Pastor
Neil Thomsen, Maria Kindler, Ralph Herman, Beryl Horst, Margaret Wolfe, Rose Marie Schwalm, Nya
Jimenez, Muriel Riehl, Karen Mogk, Ron Frank, Brian Gropp, Kolby McLeod.
>for our congregational worship leaders as they prepare for the resumption of in-person worship on
Sunday, September 6.
>for teachers, students, school officials and parents as they prepare to begin a new year of education during
the COVID-19 pandemic.
>for victims of natural disasters, including hurricanes and wildfires, and for emergency response personnel
who are assisting them in recovery and rebuilding.
>for government officials and for those who seek elected office, that elections may be conducted fairly and
that they may govern with justice for all.
>for those in our congregation and community who are feeling alone and isolated due to restrictions during
the current pandemic.
>for those who have no one to pray for them.
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WE ARE PLEASED
TO ADVISE THAT

“LIMITED”
WORSHIP SERVICE AT
ZION LUTHERAN
CHURCH
WILL COMMENCE

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6,
AT 10:00 AM

BOOKING IN ADVANCE
IS REQUIRED !
TO BOOK PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE AT
519-271-8527
For More Information
Please Visit Our Website at www.zionstratford.com
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