


Sunday, September 20, 2020
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.

Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we
cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the
generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Exodus 16:2-15
The reading may be announced:

A reading from Exodus.

Faced with hunger in the wilderness, the Israelites longed for life back in Egypt and wished they
had never left. Then God miraculously and graciously gave them quails and manna to eat.

2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the
wilderness. 3The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land
of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into
this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”
  4Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the
people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will
follow my instruction or not. 5On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be
twice as much as they gather on other days.” 6So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In
the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7and
in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your complaining
against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against us?” 8And Moses said, “When the
Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the Lord
has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is not
against us but against the Lord.”



  9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the
Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’ ” 10And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of
the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud.
11The Lord spoke to Moses and said, 12“I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to
them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then
you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’ ”
  13In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of
dew around the camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was
a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15When the Israelites saw it, they said to
one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread
that the Lord has given you to eat.”

The reading may be concluded:
The word of the Lord.

The assembly responds:
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45

1Give thanks to the Lord and call up- | on God’s name;
  make known the deeds of the Lord a- | mong the peoples.
 2Sing to the | Lord, sing praises,
  and speak of all God’s | marvelous works.
 3Glory in God’s | holy name;
  let the hearts of those who seek the | Lord rejoice.
 4Search for the strength | of the Lord;
  continually | seek God’s face.

 5Remember the marvels | God has done,
  the wonders and the judgments | of God’s mouth,
 6O offspring of Abra- | ham, God’s servant,
  O children of Jacob, God’s | chosen ones. 
 37You led out your people with sil- | ver and gold;
  in all their tribes there was not | one that stumbled.
 38Egypt was glad to | see them go,
  because they were a- | fraid of them.
 39You spread out a cloud | for a covering
  and a fire to give | light by night.
 40They asked, and | you brought quail,
  and satisfied them with | bread from heaven.
 41You opened the rock, and | water flowed,
  so the river ran in | the dry places.



 42For you remembered your | holy word
  and Abra- | ham your servant. 
 43So you led forth your peo- | ple with gladness,
  your chosen with | shouts of joy.
 44You gave your people the lands | of the nations,
  and they took the fruit of | others’ toil,
 45that they might | keep your statutes
  and observe your teachings. | Hallelujah! 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30
The reading may be announced:

A reading from Philippians.

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his
imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live
lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission.

21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful
labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my desire
is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but to remain in the flesh is more
necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all
of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in
Christ Jesus when I come to you again.
  27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and
see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit,
striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated by
your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is
God’s doing. 29For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ,
but of suffering for him as well—30since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had
and now hear that I still have.

The reading may be concluded:
The word of the Lord.

The assembly responds:
Thanks be to God.

 



GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16
The gospel is announced.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God
rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily
wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others
standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will
pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three
o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around;
and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no
one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the
owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning
with the last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of
them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive
more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they
grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied
to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily
wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you.
15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I
am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

 

SERMON 

https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1g1Wus_ibsiMvEXqF

HYMN OF THE DAY

 

https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1g1Wus_ibsiMvEXqF


PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in
need.

A brief silence.

Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this gospel challenges the church,
equip it for its works of service. Strengthen those who suffer for Christ. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—nothing in creation is outside your
concern, mighty God. In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit of generosity toward all you
have made. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. Bring peace to places of
conflict and violence. Inspire leaders with creativity and wisdom. Bless the work of negotiators,
peacekeepers, and development workers. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in
steadfast love, ready to relent from punishing. Accompany judges and lawyers, victims of crime
and those serving sentences. Give fruitful labor and a livelihood to those seeking work. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life, health, and courage to
all who are in need (especially Ken, Mary, Katana, Connor, Fritz, Neil, Maria, Ralph, Beryl,
Rose Marie, Nya, Muriel, Karen, Ron, Brian, and Kolby). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us. Give us faithfulness to
follow them, living for Christ, until you call us to join them in the joyful song around his throne.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ
our Lord.

Amen.



PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and
prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.

You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

 



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.

Amen.

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;



and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and   give you peace.

Amen.

 

SENDING SONG 

 



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

 



** PLEASE REMEMBER **

 TO BOOK IN ADVANCE FOR “LIMITED” SUNDAY WORSHIP

By calling the office (519-271-8527) Monday to Thursday 8:00 am
to 1:30 pm and Friday 8:00 am to 1:00 pm.

For the recorded version of Pastor Jeff’s Sermon of today
Visit our website at

www.zionstratford.com

The Flowers in the Sanctuary today are placed in loving memory of Alison Palmer
Johnston by David Johnston.

PLEASE DON’T BE SHY !!  
INSTRUMENTALISTS / SOLOISTS NEEDED

As we slowly begin to see a glimmer of hope that this COVID crisis
may soon be coming to an end, it is clear that singing, one of the
most basic activities we have used for centuries to celebrate our
faith, may still not be allowed for many months to come. The very
early stages of returning to gathering at Zion will begin in
September with appropriate social distancing. Music will still be

a part of this new beginning as we are fortunate to have our regular accompanists, Sandra Mogensen and
Marco Burak and I certainly hope to contribute as often as needed.

http://www.zionstratford.com.


HELP WANTED
A Sunday School teacher is required for our younger children

when Sunday School resumes.
The class will consist of children from 3 years old, JK, SK, Grades

1 and 2.
If you are interested or would like more information,

please contact Paula McNaughton
at 519-273-2174.

In this new Amber phase in September we will be allowed to include solo singers and instrumentalists
in our services. I am putting out the call to anyone who may be willing to contribute their talents in these
areas to bring some joy and healing to our regular 10:00 a.m. services. If you are nervous, please don’t
be as I will work with you until you are comfortable.

I will also occasionally be bringing in other local musicians who may not be members of our congregation.
Please leave your contact information with Jane in the church office if you feel that you could participate in
our services in this way. I look forward to hearing from you,

Minister of Music — Paul Shilton

CONGRATULATIONS

to Andre & Katherine
Lallemand

on the Baptism
of their son,

Michael Amos

taking place today,
Sunday, September 20.



ETERNITY FOR TODAY

The list of subscribers to “Eternity For Today” has been misplaced.  If you subscribe, or wish to
subscribe, could you please call Jane in the office at 519-271-8527 in order for us to make up a new list. 
Office hours are  Monday to Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

Thank you!



WE HAVE MISSED YOU !


