


Sunday, September 27, 2020
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

 

CALL TO WORSHIP

O come let us worship and lift our hearts …
Not because the world is good and last week was awesome
But because the earth is the Lord’s and everything in it,
The God of the whole earth.

O come let us worship and raise our hands …
Not because our lives are all sweetness and light,
But because even those who walk in darkness can see a great light,

the Bright and Morning Star.

O come let us worship and bow down …
Not because God gives us what we want
But because God gives us what we need –
The holy child Jesus, God’s Unspeakable Gift.

GATHERING SONG

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome
them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7
The reading may be announced:

A reading from Exodus.

Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Moses cried out in
desperation to God. God commanded Moses to strike the rock to provide water for the people.
The doubt-filled question—“Is the Lord among us or not?”—received a very positive answer.

1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the
Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink.
2The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them,
“Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3But the people thirsted there for
water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt,
to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What
shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5The Lord said to Moses, “Go
on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff
with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at
Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did
so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the
Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

The reading may be concluded:
The word of the Lord.

The assembly responds:
Thanks be to God.

 

PSALM: Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16

 1Hear my teaching, | O my people;
  incline your ears to the words | of my mouth.
 2I will open my mouth | in a parable;
  I will declare the mysteries of | ancient times—
 3that which we have heard and known, and what our fore- | bears have told us,
  we will not hide | from their children.
 4We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy deeds and the power | of the Lord,
  and the wonderful works | God has done. 
 12God worked marvels in the sight | of their ancestors,
  in the land of Egypt, in the | field of Zoan,
 13splitting open the sea and letting | them pass through;
  making the waters stand | up like walls;
 14leading them with a | cloud by day,



  and all the night with a | glow of fire;
 15splitting the rocks | in the wilderness
  and giving them drink as | from the deep;
 16bringing streams out | of a rock,
  making them flow down | like a river. 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13
The reading may be announced:

A reading from Philippians.

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn
that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless
perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord.

1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit,
but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own
interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
 6who, though he was in the form of God,
  did not regard equality with God
  as something to be exploited,
 7but emptied himself,
  taking the form of a slave,
  being born in human likeness.
 And being found in human form,
  8he humbled himself
  and became obedient to the point of death—
  even death on a cross.

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him
  and gave him the name
  that is above every name,
 10so that at the name of Jesus
  every knee should bend,
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
 11and every tongue should confess
  that Jesus Christ is Lord,
  to the glory of God the Father.

  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is



God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

The reading may be concluded:
The word of the Lord.

The assembly responds:
Thanks be to God.

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32

The gospel is announced.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His
authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple.

23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as
he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this
authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer,
then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from
heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From
heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human
origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus,
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing
these things.
  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in
the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The
father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go.
31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly
I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you.
32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your
minds and believe him.”

The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

 



SERMON 

 Sermon for September 27.mp4

HYMN OF THE DAY: “If I Can Help Somebody” Alma Androzzo

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in
need.

A brief silence.

In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind of Christ. Where
the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with humility and obedience so that your
love may be at work in us. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and keep your creation,
O God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and damaged, so that all of creation confesses
you as Lord. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
 

Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts and new spirits.
Where sin permeates our cultures and institutions, change our minds and teach us to trust your
authority. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
 

Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, mind, or spirit
(especially Ken, Mary, Katana, Connor, Fritz, Neil, Maria, Ralph, Beryl, Rose Marie, Nya,
Muriel, Karen, Ron, Brian, and Kolby). Defend the lives and welfare of children who are abused
or neglected, hungry or exploited, bullied or lonely. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18D9MCI3G3Wy1pRQoZWm2NQcfMljSEoic/view?usp=drive_web
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18D9MCI3G3Wy1pRQoZWm2NQcfMljSEoic/view?usp=drive_web


Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of others. Fill us with
your compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our community; make us into signs of
your mercy and justice for our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
 

Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us—tax collectors and prostitutes,
likely and unlikely, obedient and slow to learn. By their witness, teach us to confess Jesus Christ
as Lord in life and in death. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ
our Lord.

Amen.

 

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray.

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the
world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,
the rescue from Egypt,
the gift of the promised land,
the words of the prophets;
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.

And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
that we who share in Christ’s body and blood



may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.

Join our prayers with those of your servants
of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you.

Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray.

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son.
By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the
hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Amen.

SENDING SONG: “Somewhere” Bernstein/Sondhelm

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

 



** PLEASE REMEMBER **

 TO BOOK IN ADVANCE FOR “LIMITED” SUNDAY WORSHIP

By calling the office (519-271-8527) Monday to Thursday 8:00 am to 1:30 pm and
Friday 8:00 am to 1:00 pm.

For the recorded version of Pastor Jeff’s Sermon of today
Visit our website at

www.zionstratford.com

We are very pleased to have Glynis Ranney
joining us this morning as she shares with
us her beautiful gift of song.

CAN YOU HELP US OUT !!  
INSTRUMENTALISTS / SOLOISTS NEEDED

As we slowly begin to see a glimmer of hope that this COVID crisis

http://www.zionstratford.com.


HELP WANTED
A Sunday School teacher is required for our younger children

when Sunday School resumes.
The class will consist of children from 3 years old, JK, SK, Grades

1 and 2.
If you are interested or would like more information,

please contact Paula McNaughton
at 519-273-2174.

may soon be coming to an end, it is clear that singing, one of the most basic activities we have used for
centuries to celebrate our faith, may still not be allowed for many months to come. The very early stages
of returning to gathering at Zion will begin in September with appropriate social distancing. Music will still
be a part of this new beginning as we are fortunate to have our regular accompanists, Sandra Mogensen
and Marco Burak and I certainly hope to contribute as often as needed.

In this new Amber phase in September we will be allowed to include solo singers and instrumentalists
in our services. I am putting out the call to anyone who may be willing to contribute their talents in these
areas to bring some joy and healing to our regular 10:00 a.m. services. If you are nervous, please don’t
be as I will work with you until you are comfortable.

I will also occasionally be bringing in other local musicians who may not be members of our congregation.
Please leave your contact information with Jane in the church office if you feel that you could participate in
our services in this way. I look forward to hearing from you,

Minister of Music — Paul Shilton

ETERNITY FOR TODAY

The list of subscribers to “Eternity For Today” has been misplaced.  If you subscribe, or wish to
subscribe, could you please call Jane in the office at 519-271-8527 in order for us to make up a new list. 
Office hours are  Monday to Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

Thank you!



The bulletin is sponsored in loving memory of Percy Schneider, September 26, 2016
by wife Edith and family.

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS

Have been mailed with the October Newsletter.  If you receive the Newsletter by email you will receive
your statement in the mail.

Thank you to everyone for your generosity!!!



WE HAVE MISSED YOU !


