


Sunday, October 11, 2020
Thanksgiving Sunday

CALL TO WORSHIP

In deep gratitude we come to worship God.
We recognize God as the source of all goodness.
All good gifts come from the Spirit of God:
Love, peace, joy, patience, kindness, gentleness are all of God.
We come with grateful hearts, not for things, but for who God is.
We gather to show our gratitude to God in song and prayer.

 

GATHERING SONG

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.

Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By the work of
your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and serve you in
willing obedience, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

 



FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 8:7-18
The reading may be announced:

A reading from Deuteronomy.

Times of abundance tempt us to forget God and rely on our own power and resources. But God
is the one who took Israel out of Egypt, led and fed them in the wilderness, brought them into the
land, and gave them power to be productive. To thank this God is to remember and proclaim
God’s deeds.

7For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing streams, with
springs and underground waters welling up in valleys and hills, 8a land of wheat and barley, of
vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, 9a land where you may eat
bread without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron and from whose
hills you may mine copper. 10You shall eat your fill and bless the Lord your God for the good
land that he has given you.

  11Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God, by failing to keep his commandments,
his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am commanding you today. 12When you have eaten
your fill and have built fine houses and live in them, 13and when your herds and flocks have
multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied, 14then do
not exalt yourself, forgetting the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of slavery, 15who led you through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid wasteland
with poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint rock, 16and fed you
in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test you,
and in the end to do you good. 17Do not say to yourself, “My power and the might of my own
hand have gotten me this wealth.” 18But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you
power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is
doing today.

The reading may be concluded:
The word of the Lord.

The assembly responds:
Thanks be to God.

 

PSALM: Psalm 65

 1You are to be praised, O | God, in Zion;
  to you shall vows | be fulfilled.
 2To you, the one | who answers prayer,
  to you all | flesh shall come.
 3Our sins are strong- | er than we are,



  but you blot out | our transgressions.
 4Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your | courts to dwell there!
  They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness | of your temple. 
 5Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of | our salvation,
  O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans | far away.
 6You make firm the mountains | by your power;
  you are girded a- | bout with might.
 7You still the roaring | of the seas,
  the roaring of their waves, and the clamor | of the peoples.
 8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your | marvelous signs;
  you make the dawn and the dusk to | sing for joy.
 9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God is | full
of water.
  You prepare the grain, for so you provide | for the earth.
 10You drench the furrows and smooth | out the ridges;
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and | bless its increase.
 11You crown the year | with your goodness,
  and your paths over- | flow with plenty.
 12May the fields of the wilderness be | rich for grazing,
  and the hills be | clothed with joy.
 13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak them- | selves with
grain;
  let them shout for | joy and sing. 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:4-9
The reading may be announced:

A reading from Philippians.

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things. 9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

The reading may be concluded:
The word of the Lord.

The assembly responds:
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL: Luke 17:11-19
The gospel is announced.

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

A Samaritan leper becomes a model for thanksgiving. He does not take for granted the kindness
shown to him but takes time to thank Jesus and to glorify God.

11On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee.
12As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, 13they called out,
saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show
yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. 15Then one of them, when
he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. 16He prostrated himself
at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. 17Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten
made clean? But the other nine, where are they? 18Was none of them found to return and give
praise to God except this foreigner?” 19Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your
faith has made you well.”

The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

 
SERMON 

https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1hBSSvgLXP82hAoJt

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Grateful” by John Bucchino
       Performed by: Barbara Fulton

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the
church, the world, and all in need.

Gracious God, you send from your abundance the people, talents, and resources needed for all
the ministries of your church. We give thanks for the work you have accomplished through your
people, and we pray for your continued blessings in our ministry together. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1hBSSvgLXP82hAoJt


Bountiful God, you feed us through the richness of the land, water, sunlight, and ample crops.
Bless all those who cultivate the land to bring forth its bounty, especially farmers and migrant
workers. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
 
Merciful God, you order our lives by your providence. We give you thanks for laws,
infrastructure, and leadership that structure and support our human endeavors. Align our
purposes with your own, that all our undertakings might bring you glory. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Loving God, you open our hearts in compassion for one another. We give you thanks for the care
and healing received through the hands and feet of your servants. Send us to love those most in
need of your mercy (especially Ken, Mary, Katana, Connor, Robert, Neil, Maria, Ralph, Beryl,
Rose Marie, Nya, Muriel, Karen, Ron, Brian, and Kolby). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

 Hospitable God, you connect and strengthen us through meals and conversation with family and
friends. In this time of thanksgiving, steer us from passive receiving to active response, from old
quarrels to reconciliation, and from overconsumption to true gratitude. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Eternal God, we give thanks for the love and care we have received from saints who have gone
before us. By their example, enrich the generosity of our witness to others. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all
creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.

Amen.

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.



 OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray.

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become one
bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for
yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.

Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

We give you thanks, Father,
through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,
whom you sent in this end of the ages
to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.

He is your Word, inseparable from you,
through whom you created all things,
and in whom you take delight.

He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb.
He there took on our nature and our lot
and was shown forth as your Son,
born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.

He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will
and won for you a holy people;
he stretched out his hands in suffering
in order to free from suffering those who trust you.

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted,
in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one,
to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous,
to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection,
taking bread and giving thanks to you, said:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,



shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection,
we take this bread and cup,
giving you thanks that you have made us worthy
to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people.

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church;
gather into one all who share this bread and wine;
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ;
through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father,
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever.

Amen.

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you.

Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray.

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body and
blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and
more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and   give you peace.

Amen.

 

SENDING SONG

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



** PLEASE REMEMBER **

 TO BOOK IN ADVANCE FOR “LIMITED” SUNDAY WORSHIP

By calling the office (519-271-8527) Monday to Thursday 8:00 am to 1:30 pm and
Friday 8:00 am to 1:00 pm.

For the recorded version of Pastor Jeff’s Sermon of today
Visit our website at

www.zionstratford.com

A Warm Welcome to our

Special Musical Guest, BARBARA FULTON.

Barbara was playing “Diane” in the
Canadian company of “Come From Away”
at the Royal Alex until everything came to a
sudden halt on March 14th.  Prior to that she
worked with the Stratford Festival for 22
seasons.

She achieved a “Dora Award” for her ensemble performance in
the musical “Life After” written by Stratford native, Britta
Johnson.  Thank you for joining us today Barbara!!

http://www.zionstratford.com.


Today’s Bulletin
is sponsored

in loving memory
of husband,

Ellard Lange
and 

parents,

Ed & Esther Schaefer
by Joyce Lange

KRAFT HEINZ PANTRY DAY

Kraft Heinz Canada is committing $20 Million of product to Food Banks Canada over the next
5 years through Kraft Heinz Pantry Day.

This October 16th, Kraft Heinz Canada is launching its first ever one-day, nationwide food
drive, Pantry Day. On this day, Kraft Heinz Canada is committing to donating a product to
Food Banks Canada for every participating product purchased on Pantry Day. Together, we
can make a difference in the fight against food insecurity.

Save the Date: Friday, October 16

Participating Products

Classico / Kraft Peanut Butter / Heinz Tomato Ketchup
Kraft Dinner / Kraft Dressings / Maxwell House Coffee

Philadelphia Cream Cheese

Kraft Heinz Canada will donate a product to Food Banks Canada for every purchase
of any of the products of the above listed brands.

For more information visit https://www.kraftwhatscooking.ca/kraft-heinz-pantry-day

https://www.kraftwhatscooking.ca/kraft-heinz-pantry-day


HELP WANTED
A Sunday School teacher is required for our younger children

when Sunday School resumes.
The class will consist of children from 3 years old, JK, SK, Grades

1 and 2.
If you are interested or would like more information,

please contact Paula McNaughton
at 519-273-2174.

CAN YOU SING?  DO YOU PLAY AN INSTRUMENT?  
INSTRUMENTALISTS / SOLOISTS NEEDED

Due to COVID numbers increasing of late, it is clear that
singing, one of the most basic activities we have used for
centuries to celebrate our faith, may still not be allowed

for many months to come. The very early stages of
returning to gathering at Zion began in September with
appropriate social distancing. Music will still be a part of

this new beginning as we are fortunate to have our regular accompanists, Sandra Mogensen and Marco
Burak and I certainly hope to contribute as often as needed.

In this new Amber phase in September we will be allowed to include solo singers and instrumentalists
in our services. I am putting out the call to anyone who may be willing to contribute their talents in these
areas to bring some joy and healing to our regular 10:00 a.m. services. If you are nervous, please don’t
be as I will work with you until you are comfortable.

I will also occasionally be bringing in other local musicians who may not be members of our congregation.
Please leave your contact information with Jane in the church office if you feel that you could participate in
our services in this way. I look forward to hearing from you,

Minister of Music — Paul Shilton

ETERNITY FOR TODAY

The list of subscribers to “Eternity For Today” has been misplaced.  If you subscribe, or wish to
subscribe, could you please call Jane in the office at 519-271-8527 in order for us to make up a new list. 
Office hours are  Monday to Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

Thank you!






