


Sunday, October 18, 2020
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

CALL TO WORSHIP

The earth has its kings, but God is ruler of all.
Praise God above all, the giver of life!
The mountains may tremble, the oceans may roar,
But God’s presence is more powerful than the earth itself.
Come into God’s presence, for God is among us now.
O God, show us your glory; we seek your ways.
Come to the rock, the God of life, for God is present now.

 

GATHERING SONG

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; created
for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

 

FIRST READING: Exodus 33:12-23

A reading from Exodus.



Moses successfully interceded with God to accompany Israel to the promised land after their sin
with the golden calf. In response to a request to display the divine glory, God recites a sentence
that appears frequently in the Hebrew Scriptures: “I will be gracious to whom I will be
gracious.” Moses is not allowed to see God’s face, but only God’s back.

12Moses said to the Lord, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people’; but you have not let
me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have
also found favor in my sight.’ 13Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me your ways, so
that I may know you and find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.”
14He said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” 15And he said to him, “If
your presence will not go, do not carry us up from here. 16For how shall it be known that I have
found favor in your sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be
distinct, I and your people, from every people on the face of the earth.”

  17The Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have found
favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” 18Moses said, “Show me your glory, I pray.”
19And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before you the
name, ‘The Lord’; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on
whom I will show mercy. 20But,” he said, “you cannot see my face; for no one shall see me and
live.” 21And the Lord continued, “See, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock;
22and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my
hand until I have passed by; 23then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back; but my
face shall not be seen.”

The reading may be concluded:
The word of the Lord.

The assembly responds:
Thanks be to God.

 

PSALM: Psalm 99

 1The Lord is king; let the | people tremble.
  The Lord is enthroned upon the cherubim; let | the earth shake.
 2The Lord, | great in Zion,
  is high a- | bove all peoples.
 3Let them confess God’s name, which is | great and awesome;
  God is the | Holy One.
 4O mighty king, lover of justice, you have es- | tablished equity;
  you have executed justice and righteous- | ness in Jacob. 
 5Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and fall down be- | fore God’s footstool;
  God is the | Holy One.
 6Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those who call upon your | name, O



Lord,
  they called upon you, and you | answered them,
 7you spoke to them out of the pil- | lar of cloud;
  they kept your testimonies and the decree | that you gave them.
 8O Lord our God, you answered | them indeed;
  you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their | evil deeds.
 9Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and worship upon God’s | holy hill;
  for the Lord our God is the | Holy One. 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

A reading from 1 Thessalonians.

Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and
reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of
faith, love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian communities.

1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
  Grace to you and peace.

  2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly
3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has
chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power
and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved
to be among you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of
persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an
example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded
forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has
become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9For the people of those regions report
about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to
serve a living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the
dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.

The reading may be concluded:
The word of the Lord.

The assembly responds:
Thanks be to God.

 
 



GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22
The gospel is announced.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First
they ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar.

15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent their
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and
teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not
regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the
emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test,
you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20Then
he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.”
Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to
God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and
went away.

The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON 

https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1hC1pRGOuJgKVO6Lu

 

HYMN OF THE DAY

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in
need.

Gracious God, you call us by name and invite us to share your good news. Send your Holy Spirit
among preachers, missionaries, and evangelists. We give thanks for the witness of your servant

https://1drv.ms/v/s!Alrwdlq5YZa1hC1pRGOuJgKVO6Lu


Luke, the evangelist, whom the church commemorates today. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
 

God of praise, the heavens and all creation declare your salvation. From the rising of the sun to
its setting, may the whole universe show forth your goodness. Raise up devoted stewards of all
that you have made. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
 

God of all, may your word of justice sound forth in every place. Restore divided nations and
communities with reconciling truth. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
 

God of light, we pray for those living with pain, illness, isolation, grief, anger, or doubt
(especially Anne, Mervin, Ken, Mary, Katana, Connor, Robert, Neil, Maria, Ralph, Beryl, Rose
Marie, Nya, Muriel, Karen, Ron, Brian, and Kolby). Join their voices in a new song, assuring
them that you call them each by name. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
 

God of truth, you show no partiality. May your spirit guide the work of justices, magistrates,
court officials, and all vocations of the law, that your promise of restoration may be known. Lord,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
 

Living God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, so raise up those who have died in you. We give
thanks for their witness, confident of your rescuing welcome for all. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the
name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

 



PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and
prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.



Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you.

Amen.

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and   give you peace.

Amen.

 

SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

 



** PLEASE REMEMBER **

 TO BOOK IN ADVANCE FOR “LIMITED” SUNDAY WORSHIP

By calling the office (519-271-8527) Monday to Thursday 8:00 am to 1:30 pm and
Friday 8:00 am to 1:00 pm.

For the recorded version of Pastor Jeff’s Sermon of today
Visit our website at

www.zionstratford.com

Today’s bulletin is sponsored in loving
memory of sister-in-law,

Fides Jeffery
+October 22, 2017

by Paul & Janet Jeffery

http://www.zionstratford.com.


HELP WANTED
A Sunday School teacher is required for our younger children

when Sunday School resumes.
The class will consist of children from 3 years old, JK, SK, Grades

1 and 2.
If you are interested or would like more information,

please contact Paula McNaughton
at 519-273-2174.

CAN YOU SING?  DO YOU PLAY AN INSTRUMENT?
  

INSTRUMENTALISTS / SOLOISTS NEEDED

Due to COVID numbers increasing of late, it is clear
that singing, one of the most basic activities we have
used for centuries to celebrate our faith, may still not
be allowed for many months to come. The very early
stages of returning to gathering at Zion began in

September with appropriate social distancing. Music will
still be a part of this new beginning as we are fortunate to
have our regular accompanists, Sandra Mogensen and

 Marco Burak and I certainly hope to contribute as often as needed.

In this new Amber phase in September we will be allowed to include solo singers and instrumentalists
in our services. I am putting out the call to anyone who may be willing to contribute their talents in these
areas to bring some joy and healing to our regular 10:00 a.m. services. If you are nervous, please don’t
be as I will work with you until you are comfortable.

I will also occasionally be bringing in other local musicians who may not be members of our congregation.
Please leave your contact information with Jane in the church office if you feel that you could participate in
our services in this way. I look forward to hearing from you,

Minister of Music — Paul Shilton



ETERNITY FOR TODAY

The list of subscribers to “Eternity For Today” has been misplaced.  If you subscribe, or wish to
subscribe, could you please call Jane in the office at 519-271-8527 in order for us to make up a new list. 
Office hours are  Monday to Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

Thank you!

 



THANK YOU FOR JOINING US FOR

WORSHIP TODAY


